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PATH SCHEDULES WEEKEND SERVICE, STATION AND TUNNEL 
OUTAGES IN SECOND HALF OF 2018 TO COMPLETE CRITICAL, 

FEDERALLY MANDATED SAFETY UPGRADES 

Positive Train Control (PTC) work and testing, making the system safer for riders, 
starts the weekend of May 19 and will resume July 7 through the end of October 

Full customer service plans in place; PATH providing free 2-trip MTA MetroCards 
to affected travelers 

  
PATH has scheduled a 17-weekend series of tunnel and station closures, beginning 
with the weekend of May 19 and resuming July 7 through the end of October, to 
complete federally mandated Positive Train Control (PTC) equipment and software 
installation and perform rigorous tests of the system. 
The PTC schedule will mean closing the Exchange Place and World Trade Center 
stations during the weekends of May 19 and July 7, which will affect the Newark-World 
Trade Center lines. All New York PATH stations from Hoboken to 33rd Street will be 
closed starting the weekend of July 14 and running through October 28, impacting train 
schedules and service. 
The Hoboken PATH station will be open during this period except for three Sundays: 
September 15 and 22, and October 13. The closures will run each weekend from 11:59 
p.m. on Fridays through 5 a.m. the following Monday. They will not be in effect Labor 
Day weekend. 
To ease rider impact, PATH is working with the Metropolitan Transportation Authority 
(MTA) to provide free 2-trip MetroCards for travelers affected by the closures. 
Customers will be able to pick up the 2-trip cards at designated points from PATH 
ambassadors. The special MetroCards can be used only during the weekend issued. 
Once the outages work begins and throughout the period of PTC work, closure details 
and updates can be accessed through www.panynj.gov/PATHplanner. 

“The Port Authority and PATH are working diligently to ensure we maintain the highest 
level of customer service during this period of system and safety improvements,” said 
Port Authority Executive Director Rick Cotton. “What this will mean in the long term is a 
far safer, more convenient and highly efficient system for all of our customers.” 
“We’re aware of the inconvenience the PTC project will mean for so many of our 
weekend passengers, and we appreciate their patience and understanding as we 
continue this vitally important work to improve their travel experience,” said PATH 
General Manager Michael Marino. 

http://www.panynj.gov/PATHplanner


PATH conducted a similar weekend closure program during the second half of 2016 in 
the first phase of PTC implementation, primarily for initial equipment and signal 
installation. The railroad is on track to meet the federal PTC implementation deadline of 
December 31, 2018. It will provide a safer, more secure ride for passengers, and 
contribute to increased train frequency and capacity. 
PTC technology, which controls train speed and movement in the event of a train 
operator issue or other emergency, is an integral part of PATH’s comprehensive 
Automatic Train Control (ATC) program. ATC is designed not only to improve safety but 
bolster communication between trains through Communication Based Train Control 
(CBTC). CBTC continuously calculates and communicates a train’s exact position, 
speed, travel direction and safe braking distance, and allows trains to run more 
frequently and closer together. 
A video explaining PATH’s PTC/CBTC system is available 
at http://www.panynj.gov/path/cbtc-ptc-video.html 
                                                                        # # # 
Founded in 1921, the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey builds, operates, and maintains many of the 
most important transportation and trade infrastructure assets in the country. The agency’s network of aviation, 
ground, rail, and seaport facilities is among the busiest in the country, supports more than 550,000 regional 
jobs, and generates more than $23 billion in annual wages and $80 billion in annual economic activity. The Port 
Authority also owns and manages the 16-acre World Trade Center site, where the 1,776-foot-tall One World 
Trade Center is now the tallest skyscraper in the Western Hemisphere. The Port Authority receives no tax 
revenue from either the State of New York or New Jersey or from the City of New York. The agency raises the 
necessary funds for the improvement, construction or acquisition of its facilities primarily on its own credit. For 
more information, please visit http://www.panynj.gov. 
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