
ORDINANCE NO. 18-09 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF WOODCLIFF LAKE 

SPECIFICALLY § 380-42 OF THE ZONING CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF WOODCLIFF LAKE, 

ENTITLED “PROHIBITED USES” 

 

 WHEREAS, the Municipal Land Use Law (N.J.S.A. 40:55D -1 et seq.) delegates to 

municipalities the power to zone and regulate development and that statute is amended from 

time to time by the state legislature; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Woodcliff Lake Council, at its regular meeting on March 12, 

2018has unanimously requested that the Borough of Woodcliff Lake Land Development Code be 

amended so as to provide a safe environment for all of the citizens of Woodcliff Lake in response 

to recent suggestions of legalizing the use and sale of marijuana in the State of New Jersey; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Woodcliff Lake has determined  that the sale and distribution 

of marijuana presents special concerns of safety, security and general nuisances that arise as the 

result of the use of drugs and substances that can affect the youth of the Borough and others; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that such facilities should not be allowed to be 

located within one quarter mile of any school, church, playground, sports facility, YMCA facility, 

residential zone, or general commercial zone; and 

 

 WHEREAS, given the current Comprehensive Master Plan of the Borough of Woodcliff 

Lake and the Development Ordinances implementing that plan there is no area where the sale 

of and or distribution of medicinal and or recreational marijuana can be safely established given 

the overwhelming security and safety concerns; and 

 

 WHEREAS, in Colorado, where the use of marijuana was legalized in 2012 and the sale of 

recreational marijuana was legalized in 2014, a comprehensive analysis undertaken by the 

Denver Post and coroners reports have shown that the number of drivers involved in fatal crashes 

in Colorado who tested positive for marijuana has risen sharply each year since 2013, more than 

doubling in that time, federal and state data show; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Denver Post analysis of the data and coroner reports also revealed that 

increasingly potent levels of marijuana were found in positive-testing drivers who died in crashes, 



including nearly a dozen in 2016 had levels five times the amount allowed by law, and one was 

at 22 times the limit, whereas levels were not as elevated in earlier years; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the statutory provisions establishing a safety and security obligation were 

recently amended and supplemented by the legislature, P.L. 2017 c. 312, and the Borough now 

likewise amends its Land Development  Code to comply with the revisions to the statute.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Woodcliff Lake, Bergen County, New Jersey, as follows:  

Section 1.  That Chapter §380-42 entitled “Prohibited Uses” in the Business Districts (B-1, B-2, 

B-3) of the Borough of Woodcliff Lake shall be amended to add an additional prohibited 

use/accessory uses enumerated as subsection (Z) which shall read as follows: 

§ 380-42 Prohibited uses 

(Z)  Businesses selling, distributing, cultivating, growing and/or facilitating the 

sale and/or use of either recreation and or medicinal marijuana, including any 

ancillary or related paraphernalia. 

 

Section 2. It is the intent of this ordinance to effect the prohibited uses in any other 

district/zone in the Borough of Woodcliff Lake pursuant to the Borough Code including but not 

limited to the terms of subsections  § 188-24 and/or  § 380-59 (J). 

Section 3. All prior ordinances that are inconsistent with this ordinance are repealed. All 

ordinances are hereby amended to be consistent with this ordinance and all ordinances, 

including this one, shall be construed consistent with the express purpose of this ordinance.     

Section 4. This ordinance shall be construed consistent with the purpose stated in section 1 

hereof.  Any ambiguities in this ordinance shall be construed in accordance with the purpose of 

this ordinance.  If any part of this ordinance is invalidated by a court of competent jurisdiction, 

the remainder of this ordinance shall be saved to the full extent possible. This ordinance repeals 

provisions of the Woodcliff Lake Code only where stated herein; otherwise this ordinance is 

amendatory and supplementary to existing provision of the Woodcliff Lake Code.   

Section 5. This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon approval and publication of notice 

of adoption as provided by law.  
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