
MESSAGE FROM COUNCIL PRESIDENT JACQUIE GADALETA
As I write this memo, I reflect on the idea that it is the first day of Spring 2019 and the start of a new season filled with

colorful flowers, a sweetness in the air and endless possibilities. Unfortunately, we must begin this time of renewal and rebirth
with the sadness of losing two remarkable residents: Samuel Rak and lrene Sabo, who passed away in March. Both were
selfless, giving and kind people who contributed so much to our community. May their families be comforted by the knowledge
that they will be remembered fondly by all the people in town whose lives they touched. On a happier note, I had the pleasure
of attending the "Unity in the Valley" presentation at PVHS. What a memorable night filled with informative and inspiring
speakers discussing how we are one community and should be unified in practicing tolerance, acceptance and appreciation
as we celebrate the diversity that makes up our Valley. In addition, the choirs from both high schools were outstanding and
added a joyful tone to the proceedings.  

Over the next few months, we as a community have so much to look forward to and enjoy. The Blossom Festival will take place on May 18th, and
the beautiful Old Mill Pool will open in June. So, our town will be bustling with fun for all ages. Spring promises a fresh beginning for nature,
friendship, love and happiness -- and there is no better place than our Woodcliff Lake to embrace it all!
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Woodcliff Lake
The Official Newsletter of the Borough of Woodcliff Lake

MESSAGE FROM MAYOR CARLOS RENDO
“We believe the arts are central to every element we value most in a modern society including:

human understanding; cultural and civic pride; strong communities; excellent schools;
lifelong learning; creative expression and economic opportunity.” 

Mission Statement, Jersey Council on the Arts.

I am thrilled to announce the formation of a new committee focused on bringing the arts to life in our community. The
Woodcliff Lake Council on the Arts will identify different ways to engage our residents through art, music, dance,
literature, poetry, painting and film. 

Picture a performance of Shakespeare in the Park, enjoy an afternoon of opera and classical music or a modern dance
performance at the Tice’s Senior Center, walk through an outdoor art sculpture exhibit in one of our open spaces or attend a film festival hosted
throughout our  beautiful borough – the possibilities and creative opportunities are endless.  Engaging our grant writers, we will apply for state grants
through the New Jersey Council on the Arts.  We are also exploring a partnership with McLaren Engineering’s Innovations Department to develop
and connect innovation and science with arts and entertainment. Supported by our talented community, our new committee is excited to move these
programs and Woodcliff Lake forward. 

In April we celebrate Earth Day and I am happy to share good news around  one of our green initiatives. We recently learned that our grant for
electric charging stations has been approved by the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection. A total of two of these charging stations
will be installed in Woodcliff Lake, as part of the 827 being set up throughout the entire State. We will also host clean-up days at the lake as the
weather gets warmer, so check the website for upcoming dates.  We remain committed to promoting clean energy, clean water, and open space and
we will continue to look for additional ways we can increase our environmental efforts.  Joining officials from our neighboring towns, I attended the
“Unity in the Valley” event held at Pascack Valley High School sponsored by the Mayors of the Pascack Valley together with our Regional School
District. This event was created to promote acceptance and tolerance following the Tree of Light Synagogue’s tragedy.  In response to these type of
occurrences, which have become all too frequent, I instructed our grant writer, Millennium Strategies, to apply for two grants offered through the
New Jersey Department of Homeland Security to improve security for of our houses of worship. One grant is for $50,000 to go towards security
cameras and equipment and the other grant of $10,000 is for security personnel. I await a favorable determination on this grant application and will
share additional updates. 

Finally, please join me in thanking and recognizing a beloved Borough employee. After 21 years of service as our Construction Code Official,
Nick Saluzzi has announced that he is retiring.  We wish Nick all of the best in his retirement.



FROM THE POLICE DEPARTMENT
It is with great honor that I have been promoted as the seventh Police Chief for the borough of Woodcliff Lake.  I have dedicated the

past 30 years protecting and serving the residents of Woodcliff Lake.  On March 28, 2019, we celebrated our 65th anniversary as a Police
Department.  Our department is committed to the safety of our schools, residents, corporate areas, and our houses of worship.  We continue
to build on our community policing program throughout the borough.  Our department looks forward to continuing to provide the best
police service to the community of Woodcliff Lake. 

Placement of House Numbers:
“NUMBERS COUNT” – IN AN EMERGENCY, SECONDS MAY COUNT. 
Please have your house number VISIBLE on mailboxes & dwellings to responding emergency personnel.

Overnight Parking Requests: Borough ordinance restricts parking vehicles between 2:00 am  and 6:00 am.  This allows our officers to discover suspicious,
abandoned or stolen vehicles.  Residents may ask for occasional permission for overnight parking for a registered vehicle.  Call us at 201-391-8222.
In the event of a snowstorm, no overnight parking is allowed.  

School Safety: Motorists waiting to pick up children from the Woodcliff/Dorchester Schools will not be permitted to wait in line on Woodcliff Avenue
during the afternoon pickup when the line extends on Learning Lane out to Woodcliff Avenue.  When there is no room for additional vehicles in the lot,
motorists, including those travelling eastbound wanting to turn left into the lot, will be directed to continue on Woodcliff Avenue.  This prevents large
traffic delays and potential issues for emergency vehicles trying to pass through this area.  We appreciate your cooperation with this issue.

Scams: Several new scams have surfaced.  Some caller ID’s list local numbers, but are not from in the state, or in this country.  Do not give personal in-
formation or send money.  Some scams indicate that your relative is either being held for ransom or has been arrested and needs money.  Other scams
identify themselves as the IRS and state that the police are on the way to arrest you.  Please verify with this agency if you have any questions.

Community Policing Sector Officers - Begun in 2002, we established “Community Policing Sectors.”Officers are assigned to these sectors, introducing
themselves to the approximately 200 homes in their geographic sector area.  This uniformed officer will present you with their business card, as well as a
letter from me describing the program. This officer is YOUR point of contact for any questions or non- emergencies.
Sergeants have also been assigned, as the point of contact for our business sectors. To identify your assigned officer, go to our website www.wclpd.com,
“Community Sector Program.”  In the event of an emergency, officers on duty will handle that call.

Special Needs Outreach Program – Detective Sergeant Chad Malloy is organizing an outreach program in our community for anyone who has a loved
one with any type of special needs, whether it is medical, physical or mental. The goal of the program is to have a personal connection, which will let the
officers relate and care for the special needs resident in future emergency or non-emergency situations. Please contact Detective Sergeant Malloy at
cmalloy@wclpd.com or call 201-391-4977 ext. 426 for further information. 

Underage Drinking: Borough ordinance prohibits the active or constructive possession, or consumption of alcohol on private property for individuals
less than 21 years of age.  Parents are urged to instruct their underage children to immediately leave a party where alcohol or illegal drugs are
available to them. Failure to do so may result in charges, even if they did not consume alcohol or drugs.  Penalties include a fine and loss of the underage
individual’s driver’s license, (or postponement of the license if under age 17).  Homeowners can, and have been charged under state law for making alcohol
available to underage people.  This would be in addition to any civil litigation that may result in allowing this.

Lock your Cars, Take your Keys and Key Fobs: Criminals may have a device that will flash the lights on your car in your driveway indicating that the
key fob has been left inside.  Vehicles have been entered as well as being stolen for this reason.  This also results in the thief gaining access to closed
garages by using garage door openers in the unlocked cars in driveways. Our officers are maintaining “high visibility,” in conjunction with our other
enforcement campaigns.  Please call us immediately if you observe suspicious activity.  

Cell Phone/Texting Violations: “Don’t Text and Drive” – Mandatory court appearances are now required, as a result of changes in penalties for using
hand held-cell phones, while operating a vehicle. Fines have increased to $200-$400. This includes all “hand-held” functions of the cell phone, including
texting and GPS.  If using the phone for GPS functions, secure it in a GPS type holder.

Ride-Along Program- Anyone over the age of 18, who lives or works in Woodcliff Lake, may take part.  Participants will get a tour of our police station,
see the equipment carried in our patrol cars and ride along with an officer, giving you a tour of the town from the “police perspective”.  Participants must
call for an appointment to 201-391-8222, M-F 8 am -4 pm, and will be required to sign a hold harmless waiver.  

Nixle: Community Notification System: This agency participates in the Nixle program for emergency, advisory and community notices via text and
email messages. Residents may go and log on to the Nixle website (www.nixle.com), set up a user name and password, and list your address or closest
cross-street.

Traffic:As spring arrives, we once again request that residents trim back and maintain any shrubs, bushes, trees that may cause a view obstruction for mo-
torists.  The department will be participating in two upcoming statewide traffic safety initiatives.  In April, the U Text, U Drive, U Pay campaign focusing
on distracted driving and pedestrian safety.  In May, the Click It or Ticket campaign focusing on seat belt use.

This agency also actively participates in these National Highway Safety Campaigns:
Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over: DUI Enforcement, Put the Brakes on Fatalities: Speed Enforcement- This agency utilizes both in-car RADAR, as
well as hand-held LASER devices.  Full Stop or Traffic Stop: Full stop at stop signs.

Project Medicine Drop: Unused/ expired prescription medication can be dropped at Police Headquarters in our secure prescription box located inside
headquarters.  Let’s prevent abuse and diversion of prescription drugs.

Woodcliff Lake Police Department Web Site - www.wclpd.com for updates.

Have a safe Spring.  Any questions, please feel free to call me.

Chief John Burns, Woodcliff Lake Police Department 201-391-4977 x414 



“Someone is sitting in the shade today because someone 
planted a tree a long time ago”—Warren Buffett

“No Winter lasts forever and no Spring skips its turn”

Spring is upon us and it is a very energetic season…new beginnings,
new plantings.  In Woodcliff Lake, through the Shade Tree Committee,
the borough plants street trees every Fall and Spring.  These saplings are
usually 5’-6’ tall and 2”-3” in diameter.
Homeowners can request that a new tree be planted on their property

within the town’s right-of-way.  This is generally in the front or side of
the property from the curb to approximately 10 feet in.  Any resident
who would like to have a tree planted within this area can do so through
the Shade Tree Committee by either contacting Borough Hall at 201-
391-4977 or Clay Bosch at cbosch@wclnj.com.  There is no cost to the
homeowner but the committee would like to plant these trees in areas
where the residents want them and will partake in the watering of the
new plantings.  A member of the Shade Tree Committee will meet with
the homeowner to discuss the type and location of the trees before any
planting is done.
A healthy shade tree canopy is important in suburban communities.

An acre of mature trees can provide enough oxygen for 18 people and
purify the air we breathe by absorbing copious amounts of carbon diox-
ide. In addition to the practical benefits of trees, the beauty of this lush
canopy contributes to the allure and bucolic nature of our community.
So be sure to request some trees and enjoy living in a tree-friendly

community.

Shade Tree Committee News

To Report Potholes or have questions or concerns: Call the DPW at 201-
391-3172 or E-Mail rayblackton@wclnj.com

Ecology Facility 
Ecology Facility Hours:  Wed. 7:00am-3:00pm, Sat. & Sun. 9:00am-4:30pm
Only residents with a valid decal may use the Ecology facility.
Ecology facility may be closed during inclement weather.

Ecology center closed Easter Sunday, April 21st 

BCUA Hazardous Waste Days (ID Required)
Bergen Community College - 400 Paramus Rd., Paramus, NJ 07652
Sun., April 14 - Sun., June 23 - Sun., Oct. 20 - 9:00am-3:00pm
(Items Accepted; Aerosol cans, Anti-Freeze, Fertilizer, Fluorescent Light
Bulbs, Gasoline, Insecticides, Mercury Switches, Motor Oil, and Paints &
Varnishes.)

BCUA’s Computer/Electronics Recycling, Tire Recycling and Paper
Shredding Events.
Bergen Community College - 400 Paramus Road, Paramus, NJ 07652
Sun., April 7 – Sat., August 17 – 9:00am-2:00pm
For a complete listing go to www.bcua.org
Alkaline batteries (AA, AAA, C, D, 9V) can be disposed in normal trash.
No spring leaf pick up. Do not put leaves out. They won’t be picked up.
Leaves & grass are Not accepted at the Ecology facility. Use leaves & grass
as a resource for compost. Use a mulching mower that recycles grass clippings
into the lawn. 
Brush & branches are accepted at the ecology facility during normal oper-
ating hours only.   Brush must be tied in bundles or in a container when
put out for cleanup day.

Keep pollution out of storm drains:
Keep leaves and grass out of storm drains - Recycle used motor oil - Never
discard pet waste in a storm drain. Go to www.cleanwater.org for tips on
keeping our water clean.

Sewer Dept. The Sewer Dept. maintains 40 miles of sewer line within the
Borough including 5 pump stations.  We Need Your Help! Some of our pump
stations are experiencing clogs due to cleaning wipes and baby wipes. Do not
flush wipes. Please discard these items in the trash.

Sanitation Check the schedule or website; wclnj.com on holiday weeks
as your regular pick up day may be rescheduled - Keep containers in good
condition with tight fitting lids - Put items at the curb by 7:00AM for your
cleanup day - Please call 201-391-3172 if you experience a problem with your
garbage. 

Recycling
-Rinse out all bottles and cans before recycling.
-Make sure all cords are intact when recycling electronics and do not
remove any electronics from the container.  No scavenging of any kind at the
center.
-Please recycle clean and dry plastic bags at area supermarkets. 

STAY GREEN & join the GREEN TEAM: The date for the annual
waterways cleanup is April 27,  from 9-12, sign in at the Train Station.  Help
save WCL’s piece of the planet.

REDUCE + REUSE + RECYCLE

WCL Department of Public Works

SUMMER SWIM TEAM
Central Bergen Swim League Ages: 5-17 (Boys & Girls)     When:Mid June- End of July    Where: Old Mill Pool in WCL and
several meets at other town pool facilities      Practices: 2 Saturdays in June & Evenings (M-F) starting last week of June     
Meets:Monday & Wednesday evenings in July Registration:May 1st- June 1st      

Info & Registration Forms: wcllakersswim.com Email: angelam@wcllakersswim.com      *Must be member of Old Mill Pool

Woodcliff Lake Green Team

Achieves Bronze Certification Status

Through the Woodcliff Lake Green Team’s efforts, the borough has
achieved the Bronze Certification status in the Sustainable Jersey
program.  Municipalities that achieve this certification are considered
by their peers, by state government, and by civic organizations in
New Jersey, to be among the leading municipalities.  The Green Team is
setting their ambitious goals through their subcommittee approach, that
will allow them to reach the next certification levels of Silver, and
Gold Star, quicker.  In February, the team applied for a grant to obtain
composting bins for distribution to residents, at no charge.  The commu-
nity garden has been cleared by DPW and is ready for Spring planting.
Currently, the team is working with their council liaisons and retail
businesses in town on a new ordinance to lessen the impact of plastic
shopping bags.  The team will partake in the Water Way Clean-up on
April 27th and May 11th at the reservoir.  Additionally, they’ve teamed
up with the Shade Tree Committee and will be present at the May 18th
Blossom Festival, giving out tree samplings, educating the residents on
their accomplishments, and discussing goals in keeping the borough an
environmentally friendly place to live and raise a family. 

Green Team liaisons are Councilwomen Angela Hayes & Nancy
Gross, Chairman Ulises Cabrera, DPW Designee Chris Behrens, Team
members are Kristy Herrington, Marilyn Cark, Clay Bosh, Nancy
Wernikoff, John Frey, Elizabeth Calderone, Bert Taylor, Britt Dhawan,
Brian Connell, Dawn Lazarus, Robert Wolpov, Sharon Souflis and Jason
Lundgren. To find out more about working with the Green Team, please
contact Ulises Cabrera at ucabrera@wclnj.com.  



As the warmer spring weather follows a very wet and warm winter,
use caution when going outdoors as the tick insect population is expected
to increase this year and ticks spread Lyme disease. Adult ticks, which
are approximately the size of sesame seeds, are most active from March
to mid-May and from mid-August to November. Know where to expect
ticks. Ticks live in moist and humid environments, particularly in or near
wooded or grassy areas.
• Products containing permethrin kill ticks. Permethrin can be used
to treat boots, clothing and camping gear and remain protective
through several washings.

• Use a repellent with DEET on skin. Repellents containing 20% or
more DEET (N, N-diethyl-m-toluamide) can protect up to several
hours. 

• Examine gear and pets. Ticks can ride into the home on clothing
and pets, then attach to a person later, so carefully examine pets,
coats, and day packs.

• Remove an attached tick as soon as you notice it by grasping with
tweezers, as close to the skin as possible, and pulling it straight out. 

• Modify your landscape by regularly removing leaf litter and clear 
tall grasses and brush around homes Place wood chips or gravel
between lawns and wooded areas to keep ticks away from recrea-
tional areas, and keep play areas and playground equipment away
from away from shrubs, bushes, and other vegetation.

• Effective tick control chemicals are available for use by the home-
owner, or they can be applied by a professional pest control expert,
and even limited applications can greatly reduce the number of ticks.

• Discourage deer by removing plants that attract deer and construct-
ing physical barriers that may help discourage deer from entering
your yard and bringing ticks with them.

And finally, staying healthy and fit is the purpose of the Wellness
Challenge we are promoting in conjunction with Park Ridge and Bergen
County’s Community Health Improvement Partnership. The kick-off is
on April 6 at the Park Ridge Train Station, but you can still register online
to be able to join in and gain access to the many free programs available.
Don’t forget the free health screening that is held on the third Thursday
of the month from 11:30 to 12:30 at the Tice Center, available to all adults. 

BOARD OF HEALTH

WOODCLIFF LAKE ZONING ORDINANCE
The Municipal Land Use Law of 1975 (State of New Jersey) granted communities the power to enact a Master Plan and Zoning Ordinance. Naturally,
structures and uses erected prior to this ordinance were “grandfathered,” and declared “legal non-conforming” structures and/or uses. These
non-conforming structures (and their use) are permitted, if they were existing at the time of the adoption of Chapter 380; however, they cannot be
enlarged, extended and/or reconstructed without a variance from the Board of Adjustment.
At the present time, the Borough of Woodcliff Lake has 18 Zoning Districts. Five residential, four affordable housing and/or age restricted housing,
four business including retail, and five executive office district zones. For the purpose of this news letter we will only outline the requirements of the
following three residential districts where the majority of residents live:

• R-15 District Zone located east of Broadway
• R-22.5 District Zone located between Broadway and the Garden State Parkway
• R-30 District Zone located west of the Garden State Parkway

The following table outlines the required setbacks, heights, permitted lot sizes and allowable coverage:

For a more detailed outline of §380, please visit our website at wclnj.com

For those of you that are contemplating an addition, deck or patio, you must first make an application to the Zoning Officer for review and compliance.
If you cannot meet the above requirements, your application will be denied. You may seek a variance to the code, and appeal this decision by making
application to the Zoning Board of Adjustment. If you have any questions please call Mark Berninger at 201-391-4977 ext 213.

COUNCIL’S CORNER
We have met with several of our committees and are in the process of setting up get-togethers with the other committees. To date, meetings have

been held regarding the 125th Anniversary, Community Outreach and Green Team. We will continue to set up initial meetings for remaining
committees and will report on activities at council meetings.
Regarding Galaxy Gardens, we have contracted with Higher Ground to handle the demolition of the site. Once completed, work to remediate the

property will begin. At this point, we are hopeful that this part of the project will be complete by summer’s end.
Additionally, our council liaisons this year have made it a point to meet with their departments' key figures on a regular basis. This has allowed us

to stay abreast of any issues related to particular departments. Regular meetings are held with the Fire Department, Police Chief, DPW Superintendent,
Director of Parks and Recreation, and, of course, our Borough Administrator. Additionally, the Finance liaisons have met with department heads in
order to develop a better understanding of their specific budgets and to learn about current concerns as well as future goals.


