BOROUGH OF WOODCLIFF LAKE

MAYOR AND COUNCIL AGENDA

February 18, 2009

8:00 p.m.

CALL TO ORDER.

This meeting, in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Law, P. L. l975, C. 23l, was announced at the Reorganization Meeting held on January 5, 2009 in the Municipal Building.   Notice of this meeting has been posted, and two newspapers, The Record and The Ridgewood News, have been notified.  

ROLL CALL.



Mayor LaPaglia was absent due to the death of his mother-in-law who was 101 ½.  The Council expressed their sympathy to his family.  Council President Glaser chaired the meeting.  Council members Bader, Camella, Hoffman, Howley and Rosenblatt were present.  Due to the change of the meeting date to accommodate the President’s Day, Attorney Madaio would be late to this meeting.  Administrator Sandve was on a pre-approved vacation.  Borough Clerk Sciara was in attendance.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.

All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance led by Council President John Glaser.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES.

RESOLVED, that the Minutes of a Special meeting of the Mayor and Council on February 2, 2009 copies of which have been received by all Councilpersons, are hereby approved as presented. 

ROLL CALL:
Introduce:

Mr. Camella
Second:

Mrs. Howley
Ayes:


Mr. Camella, Mr. Glaser, Mr. Hoffman, Mrs. Howley

Nays:


None

Absent:

None

Non eligible:

Mr. Bader, Mr. Rosenblatt

RESOLVED, that the Minutes of the Executive Closed Session Meeting of the Mayor and Council of February 2, 2009 copies of which have been received by all Councilpersons, are hereby approved as presented but not yet ready for release to the public. 

ROLL CALL:

Introduce:

Mr. Camella
Second:

Mrs. Howley
Ayes:


Mr. Camella, Mr. Glaser, Mr. Hoffman, Mrs. Howley

Nays:


None

Absent:

None

Not eligible:

Mr. Bader, Mr. Rosenblatt

RESOLVED, that the Minutes of a meeting of the Mayor and Council on February 2, 2009 copies of which have been received by all Councilpersons, are hereby approved as presented. 

ROLL CALL:

Introduce:

Mr. Camella

Second:

Mrs. Howley
Ayes:


Mr. Camella, Mr. Glaser, Mr. Hoffman, Mrs Howley

Nays:


None

Absent:

None

Not eligible:

Mr. Bader, Mr. Rosenblatt

PUBLIC HEARING.
Ordinance 09-01

A.
Clerk offers Proof of Publication.

B. Ordinance is read by title only:
Be it Resolved, that the Ordinance entitled

“An Ordinance Amending Chapter 262 of the Borough of Woodcliff Lake, County of Bergen Entitled, “Zoning”

Mr. Glaser explained to the public that this Ordinance on outdoor wood burning stoves is preemptive in nature.  

C.
Motion to open the meeting to the public was made by Mr. Bader, second by Mr. Camella and approved unanimously by voice call vote.

Bernard Kettler, 96 Glen Road complimented the Council on their foresight to adopt this ordinance. 
Hearing no further comments from the public, a motion to close the meeting to the public was made by Mr. Camella, second by Mr. Bader and approved unanimously by voice call vote. 
D.
Adoption.

Be it Resolved, that the Ordinance entitled

“An Ordinance Amending Chapter 262 of the Borough of Woodcliff Lake, County of Bergen Entitled, “Zoning”

introduced at a Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council held on February 2, 2009 and published in the form presented to and read at this Meeting, shall be appended to the Minutes of this Meeting, and made part of this Resolution and shall be passed on second and final reading, and the Borough Clerk is authorized to advertise the same according to law.

ROLL CALL:

Introduce:

Mr. Bader
Second:

Mr. Camella
Ayes:


Mr. Bader, Camella, Mr. Glaser, Mr. Hoffman, Mrs. Howley,




Mr. Rosenblatt
Nays:


None
Abstain:

None
Absent:

None

OLD BUSINESS.
Mr. Glaser reported on the status of the 2009 Goals and Objectives.  Mr. Glaser took the average of Council’s numerical rank of importance to the list of Goals and Objectives.  Mr. Glaser also asked Administrator Sandve to give his ranking of the issues.  Mr. Glaser stated that in the absence of the Administrator and the Mayor, this issue would be discussed at the next Mayor and Council meeting.  
STANDING COMMITTEES. 
(CAPITALS indicate committee chair).

ADMINISTRATION/FINANCE, PLANNING BOARD, EDUCATION (High School)

Mr. Glaser reported that the Municipal Budget is currently the most active project.  The Finance Committee had a preliminary meeting last week.  Mr. Glaser does not foresee any surprises in this year’s budget.

Mr. Glaser reported that the Planning and Zoning Boards have cancelled their meetings in February due to inactivity. 

Mr. Glaser reported that the committee to explore the school funding formula will report to the full Council next month.  




LIBRARY, FIRE (VOLUNTEER)





Mr. Camella reported that a Bill has been introduced into the Assembly to revise the library funding formula.  Mr. Camella has spoken with other officials to see if further reductions could be possible if several towns formed a joint library.  Mr. Camella concluded that the Bill has very little chance of passing at this time. 

Mr. Camella reported that the ladder truck for the fire department is being assembled.  




PUBLIC SAFETY/POLICE/OEM/TRI-BORO
Mr. Bader reported that there have been a few area break- ins.  Mr. Bader stressed that if a resident see something out of the ordinary,  not to hesitate to call the police.  It is better to be safe than sorry.  

There will be a Tri-boro meeting on February 27, 2009 to discuss back- up ambulance service.  The County has stated they are available to back up the Tri-Boro.  The County will only charge residents with insurance; they will not charge if there is no insurance.  Dr. Grecco from Montvale will be heading this meeting.  

Mr. Bader stated that there is an Ordinance on tonight’s agenda on the acquisition of 75 Werimus road by eminent domain.  He stated that the Council has been working on this project for over 10 years and has assured residents nothing will be done without their input.  
BOARD OF HEALTH, MENTAL HEALTH & WELFARE
Due to a lack of a quorum, the Board of Health Meeting was cancelled this month. 

PARKS AND RECREATION, PUBLIC INFORMATION, NEWSLETTERS,ORDINANCES, SENIOR CITIZENS’ PROGRAM

Mrs. Howley reported that the registration for baseball and softball continues.  
The Parks and Rec Committee met to discuss fees for 2009.  The only fees which have been agreed to are non-resident pool membership.  The fee will be raised to $750.00 from the current $600.00.  

Mrs. Howley reiterated the order of field preference – recreation teams first, then travel teams, then school teams, then adult or paid teams.  

Mr. Hoffman added that the lightning detection system is up and running.  He also reported that 10 requests for proposal were sent to tennis clinic vendors.  The Borough received only one reply from TTP Enterprises, Mr. Howley’s Company. Mr. Howley will continue providing tennis lessons to the residents of Woodcliff Lake as he has done for the last 26 year.    Mr. Rosenblatt suggested a motion be made.  Mr. Bader stated no motion is necessary to accept this proposal. Mr. Rosenblatt stated, “He (Mr. Rosenblatt) is glad he (Mr. Howley) got it and he is glad they did it this way.  Everybody wins.”
Motion to donate a Pool and Tennis membership to the service organization UNICO to be auctioned at their fundraiser to a Woodcliff Lake resident only was made by Mrs. Howley, second by Mr. Bader.

ROLL CALL:
Introduce:
Mrs. Howley

Second:
Mr. Bader

Ayes:

Mr. Bader, Mr. Glaser, Mr. Hoffman, Mrs. Howley, Mr. Rosenblatt

Nays:

None

Abstain:
Mr. Camella

Absent:
None

Mr. Hoffman asked that the number of donations be tracked for Council information.

Mr. Rosenblatt stated that a previous discussion with the Mayor noted that the Council should come up with a number of donations that they will make in one year.  

Mrs. Howley announced that her daughter Allison Baratta had recently been named the Valley Hospital Nurse of the Year. 
DPW & ROADS/SEWERS & SANITATION/ECOLOGY
Mr. Rosenblatt reported that in the month of January, the DPW picked up 144.92 tons of garbage and recycled 144.92 tons of material.  





NEW BUSINESS.

Ordinance 09-03


“An Ordinance of the Borough of Woodcliff Lake, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, Authorizing the Exercise of Eminent Domain, if Advisable, to Acquire 75 Werimus Road (Block 1401, Lot 6) in the Borough of Woodcliff Lake”

Heretofore introduced, does now pass on first reading, and that said Ordinance be further considered for final passage at a meeting to be held on the 16th day of March, 2009 at 8:00 o’clock P.M., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be reached, at the regular meeting place of the Borough Council, and that at such time and place all persons interested be given an opportunity to be heard concerning said Ordinance, and that the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to publish said Ordinance according to law with a notice of its introduction and passage on first reading and of the time and place when and where said Ordinance be further considered for final passage.

Mr. Glaser stated that there would be no discussion on this topic tonight.  The Public Hearing is scheduled for March 16, 2009.  All residents would be notified of this hearing by mail and via the Borough’s website.  

ROLL CALL:

Introduce:

Mr. Bader
Second:

Mrs. Howley
Ayes:


Mr. Bader, Mr. Camella, Mr. Glaser, Mr. Hoffman, Mrs. Howley,




Mr. Rosenblatt
Nays:


None
Abstain:

None
Absent:

None

PUBLIC FORUM.       
 
          








Motion to open the meeting to the public was made by Mr. Camella, second by Mr. Bader and approved unanimously by voice call vote.
Joanne Fells, 82 Werimus Road asked the Council if they would maintain the properties once acquired.  Mrs. Fells was assured the Borough would maintain the properties.  

___________, 56 Werimus Road asked what would be presented to the public on March 16, 2009.  Mr. ________ was concerned about the lighting as his children sleep in the front two rooms of the house.  Mr. Bader answered that the only plan on paper is the one from 1 ½ years ago.  Administrator Sandve did some preliminary layouts to ascertain whether a full sided soccer field and basketball courts would fit on this property.  Mr. Bader stated that the Mayor will appoint a committee to develop this property consisting of experts, government officials and residents.  

Attorney Madaio arrived on the dais.  The time is 8:45 p.m. 

Attorney Madaio stated that all residents must understand that the status quo of this property is gone forever.  He states that the hearing on the 16th is for the acquisition of the property only.  

Motion to close the meeting to the public was made by Mr. Bader, second by Mr. Glaser and approved unanimously by voice call vote.  
CONSENT AGENDA DISCUSSION.
Mr. Rosenblatt asked that #7 be taken off the Consent Agenda for a separate vote.  
CONSENT AGENDA VOTE.

Motion to approve the Consent Agenda as amended, pulling #7 for a separate vote was made by Mrs. Howley, second by Mr. Camella. 

ROLL CALL:

Introduce:

Mrs. Howley
Second:

Mr. Camella
Ayes:


Mr. Bader, Mr. Camella, Mr. Glaser, Mr. Hoffman, Mrs. Howley,




Mr. Rosenblatt
Nays:


None
Abstain:

None
Absent:

None

Resolution Authorizing Appraisal Systems to Provide a Complete Revaluation for the Borough of Woodcliff Lake for Tax Year 2010 (Consent Agenda – 7)
Mr. Rosenblatt stated that this Resolution should be pulled until the next meeting in order to be sure this is the best price the Borough could obtain.  Mr. Rosenblatt stated that the very worse is that the Council accepts this proposal at the March 2nd meeting.  Or, the Borough might be able to obtain a lower price with potential savings of up to $60,000.00.  Mr. Rosenblatt was asked his basis for cost analysis and if he had names of any interested bidders.  Mr. Rosenblatt stated he would speak with Administrator Sandve when he returns from vacation.  

Motion to adjourn this Resolution until the next meeting as determined by the Borough Attorney and the Borough Administrator was made by Mr. Rosenblatt, second by Mr. Bader.   

ROLL CALL:

Introduce:

Mr. Rosenblatt
Second:

Mr. Bader
Ayes:


Mr. Bader, Camella, Mr. Glaser, Mr. Hoffman, Mrs. Howley,



Mr. Rosenblatt
Nays:


None
Abstain:

None
Absent:

None

ADJOURNMENT.
Motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Bader, second by Mr. Camella and approved unanimously by voice call vote.  The time is 9:25 p.m.
Respectfully submitted, 

_______________________________________
Lori Sciara, RMC

Borough Clerk

Payroll.
 



(Consent Agenda – 1)


RESOLVED, that the following Payroll Disbursements made by the 

Treasurer since the last meeting are proper and hereby are ratified and 

approved:



Payroll released 02/13/09


$ 196,398.08   


Adjusted payroll 



$        115.68


CLAIMS AND BILLS.


Authority to Pay Claims.




(Consent Agenda - 2) 

RESOLVED, that the following current claims against the Borough for 

materials and services have been considered and are proper and hereby are  

approved for payment:



Current Fund

$       122,127.61


State Unemployment 
$             110.34
Legal Newspapers Designated. 





   
RESOLVED, that the following newspapers are designated the legal newspapers of the Borough:

                       



The Record
                          


The  Ridgewood News

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A REFUND OF OVERPAYMENT OF TAXES DUE TO STATE REFUND OF HOMESTEAD REBATE

WHEREAS. The property tax on the following parcel were overpaid and,

WHEREAS,  this has resulted in the overpayment of property tax on this parcel by $2000.00 and,

WHEREAS, the owners of the property listed have requested a refund of overpayment,  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE Mayor and Council of the Borough of Woodcliff Lake, that the CFO be authorized to refund the overpayment of $2000.00 to the owner listed below:

B/L

OWNER



AMT.


REASON

105/4            THOMAS & ERIN GALLAGHER  
$2000.00              OVERPAYMENT
MANUAL CHECK ISSUED

February 4, 2009

CHECK # 004741

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A REFUND OF OVERPAID TAXES CAUSED BY TAX COURT JUDGEMENT DOCKET NO. 004784-2007 001616-2008 FOR THE YEAR 2008

WHEREAS, the owners of Block 202 Lot 4, 520 Chestnut Ridge Road, Woodcliff Lake N.J. has been successful in their appeal to The Tax Court of New Jersey and having agreed upon a settlement adjusting their assessed value as follows:

 2008 Assessment from Tax Duplicate

Tax Court Judgment   

   10,710,000.00      LAND


        10,710,000.00    LAND

     4,115,000.00      IMPROVEMENTS
         3,790,000.00     IMPROVEMENTS

   14,825,000.00     TOTAL ASSESSMENT         14,500,000.00     TOTAL ASSESSMENT
        $303,764.25      taxes paid


 $297,105.00     taxes       

WHEREAS, this has resulted in their overpaying their property tax for the year 2008 in the amount of $6,659.25; and

TOTAL REFUND FOR 2008 $6,659.25

WHEREAS, they have been awarded this judgment and therefore are entitled to a refund,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Woodcliff Lake, that the CFO be authorized to refund the overpayment of $6,659.25 for the year 2008 to the owner of record GREAT ATLANTIC & PACIFIC TEA CO. C/O HENDON, DINAH E. ESQ.

MAIL VOUCHER TO:

GREAT ATLANTIC & PACIFIC TEA CO.

2 PARAGON DRIVE

MONTVALE, NJ 07645

PAY BY:  MARCH 23, 2009

Resolution Authorizing the Mayor and Borough Clerk to Enter into an Agreement with the County of Bergen Open Space Trust Fund to Receive a Grant Award in the Amount of $800,000 for the Acquisition of Lot 6, Block 1401, 75 Werimus Road and known as “Hathaway Property”

WHEREAS, the Bergen County Board of Chosen Freeholders at its meeting on January 21, 2009 approved the above referenced project to receive a grant award from the 2008 Bergen County Open Space, Recreation, Farmland & Historic Preservation Trust Fund in the amount of  $800,000; and


WHEREAS, Resolution 08-90 of the Borough of Woodcliff Lake authorized the submission of an application to the Bergen County Open Space Trust Fund for the Acquisition of the Hatheway Property (75 Werimus Road). 

NOW, THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Borough Clerk of the Borough of Woodcliff Lake are authorized to enter into an Agreement with the County of Bergen Open Space Trust Fund to receive a grant award in the amount of $800,000 for the Acquisition of Lot 6, Block 1401, 75 Werimus Road and known as “Hathaway Property”

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this Resolution will be forwarded to the County of Bergen along with the executed Trust Fund Agreement.  
Resolution Authorizing Appraisal Systems to Provide a Complete Revaluation for the Borough of Woodcliff Lake for Tax Year 2010


WHEREAS, the Borough of Woodcliff Lake has been ordered by the State of NJ to conduct a Revaluation of its properties for the tax year 2010; and


WHEREAS, the Tax Assessor and Finance Committee have met and recommend the Borough proceed with authorizing Appraisal Systems, Inc. of Glen Rock, NJ to begin the revaluation and;


WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Proposal from Appraisal Systems, inc. in the amount of $215,000 and $5,960 for extras (computer and laser printer) for a total of $220,960; and


WHEREAS, the CFO has indicated that there are sufficient funds available for this project.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Woodcliff Lake authorize Appraisal Systems, Inc. to proceed with a complete revaluation program for the Borough as of October 1, 2009 for the 2010 tax year subject to entering into an agreeable contract.

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A REFUND OF OVERPAID TAXES CAUSED BY TAX COURT JUDGEMENT DOCKET NO. 004297-2007 FOR THE YEARS 2007 & 2008

WHEREAS, the owners of Block 301 Lot 3.03,300 Tice Blvd., Woodcliff Lake N.J. has been successful in their appeal to The Tax Court of New Jersey and having agreed upon a settlement adjusting their assessed value as follows:

2007 Assessment from Tax Duplicate

Tax Court Judgment   

16,000,000.00 
  LAND


                16,000,000.00     LAND

25,993,400.00     IMPROVEMENTS

                20,300,000.00     IMPROVEMENTS

41,993,400.00     TOTAL ASSESSMENT
                36,300,000.00     TOTAL ASSESSMENT
$831,469.32         taxes paid


            $718,740.00        tax court judgment taxes

MUNICIPAL TAX RATE FOR YEAR 2007=$1.98 PER 100 OF ASSESSED VALUE

2007 TAX REFUND= $112,729.32

2008 Assessment from Tax Duplicate

Tax Court Judgment   

16,000,000.00     LAND



 16,000,000.00      LAND

25,993,400.00   IMPROVEMENTS

             20,300,000.00      IMPROVEMENTS

41,993,400.00   TOTAL ASSESSMENT
             36,300,000.00      TOTAL ASSESSMENT
$860,444.77 taxes paid


    $743,787.00 tax court judgment taxes

MUNICIPAL TAX RATE FOR YEAR 2008=$2.049 PER 100 OF ASSESSED VALUE

2008 TAX REFUND= $116,657.77

WHEREAS, this has resulted in their overpaying their property tax for the years 2007 and 2008 in the amount of $229,387.09 and,

WHEREAS, they have been awarded this judgment and therefore are entitled to a refund,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Woodcliff Lake, that the CFO be authorized to refund the overpayment of $229,387.09 for the year 2007 and 2008 to the owner of record 300 TICE BLVD. LLC C/O IRWIN LAW FIRM

CHECK MAILED TO

THE IRWIN LAW FIRM, PA

80 MAIN STREET SUITE 410

WEST ORANGE, NJ 07052

Resolution Authorizing Release of Escrow Balance
   (Consent Agenda – 9)


WHEREAS, A request has been made for the release of the escrow balances with respect to the following in the Borough of Woodcliff Lake:

REDMOR ASSSOCIATES

ESCROW RELEASE

$28.50

SANTORO

17 OAKWOOD

CASH BOND RELEASE

$1,000.00

WHEREAS, the Borough Construction Official has confirmed that all is satisfactory and has recommended that the escrow balances be released;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that in accordance with the recommendation of the above, the Mayor and Council does hereby authorize the release of the escrow balances in the amount of $1,028.50 in connection with the aforementioned.

Resolution Authorizing Raffle License for the YMCA of Ridgewood, NJ








 (Consent Agenda - 10) 


WHEREAS, application has been made by the YMCA of Ridgewood, NJ, for one (1)off-premise draw raffle on April 17, 2009 to be held at the Woodcliff Lake Hilton, Woodcliff Lake, New Jersey; and


WHEREAS, said application has been submitted to the Woodcliff Lake Police Department for investigation and have been found to be in good order;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the application of the YMCA of  Ridgewood, NJ is approved and the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized to issue Raffle License(s) No. 09-379.
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