BOROUGH OF WOODCLIFF LAKE
MAYOR AND COUNCIL MINUTES
May 18, 2009
8:00 p.m.

CALL TO ORDER.

This meeting, in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Law, P. L. l975, C. 23l, was announced at the Reorganization Meeting held on January 5, 2009 in the Municipal Building.   Notice of this meeting has been posted, and two newspapers, The Record and The Ridgewood News, have been notified.  

ROLL CALL.



Mayor LaPaglia was present.  Councilmembers Bader, Glaser, Hoffman, Howley and Rosenblatt were present.  Councilmember Camella was absent.  Attorney Madaio, Administrator Sandve and Borough Clerk Sciara were also present.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.
All present led the Pledge of Allegiance led by Mayor LaPaglia.
PRESENTATION by Lynn Pontillo on behalf of the Bergen Charity Classic to the Mayor and Council.  Mrs. Pontillo stated that this tournament was started on behalf of Arie Solimando a softball player from Emerson.  During her senior year, Arie dove into the ocean at the shore, damaged her spinal cord and is now a quadriplegic.  There are currently 190 teams that participate in the Tournament.  Every dollar raised is given to a Bergen County resident.  The     has donated funds to C.J. Personnette for the purchase of an electric wheelchair.  The Foundation also donates two scholarships to high school students continuing with higher education.  
PRESENTATION 
Carol Fusco gave a Power Point presentation on the possible use for the Historic Lydecker House.   Mrs. Fusco currently works for the County at the Zoo.  The recreational program at the Lydecker house would consist of special event fairs, public programs, special speakers, birthday parties, history night, Girl Scout and Boy Scout Badge programs and school programs.  Mrs. Fusco would like to start the program with a 4th of July Fair to be held primarily on the outside grounds.   A Fall Harvest Festival will be held in September or October, and a Winter/Holiday Festival could be held in December.  Mrs. Fusco presented suggested membership prices which will need to be discussed further.  The proposed budgetary requirements were also addressed.  All agreed the presentation was wonderful and the programming would be an asset to the residents.  Attorney Madaio stated that this program could be set up under the Parks and Recreation umbrella.  Minimal work needs to be done to the downstairs of the house.  Code compliance issues must be addressed by Nick Saluzzi to be sure the house is fit for this type of occupancy.  
Motion to open the meeting to the public for comment on this issue only was made by Mrs. Howley, second by Mr. Bader and approved unanimously by voice call vote.

Barbara Dym, 4 Heritage Cout  stated that she is here tonight to support Carol Fusco.  Mrs. Dym stated that this is a great idea and would add a nice cultural dimension to the town.  Mr. Hoffman commented that Mrs. Dym’s daughter Naomi recently won the Fire Prevention Poster contest.  

Josephine Higgins, 10 Pond Road stated that she also thinks this is a great use for the Lydecker House. 

Mike Fells, 82 Werimus Road thinks this is a great idea for the children of Woodcliff Lake.

Motion to close the meeting to the public on this issue was made by Mr. Bader, second by Mr. Glaser and approved unanimously by voice call vote. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES.

RESOLVED, that the Minutes of a meeting of the Mayor and Council on May 4, 2009 copies of which have been received by all Councilpersons, are hereby approved as presented. 
These minutes were pulled and will be amended at the June 1, 2009 meeting.  
RESOLVED, that the Minutes of the Executive Closed Session Meeting of the Mayor and Council of May 4, 2009 copies of which have been received by all Councilpersons, are hereby approved as presented but not yet ready for release to the public. 
ROLL CALL:

Introduce:
Mrs. Howley

Second:
Mr. Bader
Ayes:

Mr. Bader, Mr. Glaser, Mr. Hoffman, Mrs. Howley, Mr. Rosenblatt

Nays:

None

Abstain:
None

Absent:
Mr. Camella
STANDING COMMITTEES. 
(CAPITALS indicate committee chair).

ADMINISTRATION/FINANCE, PLANNING BOARD, EDUCATION (High School)

Mr. Glaser reported that the Planning Board has been very quiet.  The River Keeper recently attended a Planning Board Meeting.  He gave a presentation to the Board as to what defines a C-1 area and what restrictions apply to this area.  The Planner has also reported to the Planning Board on developments with the COAH filing.  




GOALS AND OBJECTIVES REPORT

REGIONAL SCHOOL FUNDING EQUITY – Mr. Glaser reported that the Council has been in contact with the School Board and are still waiting for the Final Report from the consultant.  
            BOROUGH WIDE SURVEY TO RESIDENTS – no report.
Mr. Glaser reported that the Borough has received a AAA bond rating from Standard and Poor’s.  Only eight communities in New Jersey have received this rating.  This excellent rating will allow the Borough to receive lower rates on bonds.  The Mayor stated that this lower rate could amount to thousands of dollars.  Mrs. Howley commented that the Borough borrowed a bus from the Hilton to give the Finance Committee, consisting of the Administrator, Mayor, Borough Attorney, Borough Auditor, the Finance Committee and representatives from Standard and Poor’s a tour of Woodcliff Lake.  
LIBRARY, FIRE (VOLUNTEER)





Due to the absence of Mr. Camella, no report was given.  




GOALS AND OBJECTIVES REPORT

 

ENERGY AUDIT

                        REACTIVATION OF WCL-TV 
PUBLIC SAFETY/POLICE/OEM/TRIBORO

Mr. Bader reported on the use of cameras at traffic signals. Chief Jannicelli does not recommend the use of cameras as they cause more rear end accidents.  The Police Department gave out only 31 tickets for running a red light out of 700 tickets issued.   



GOALS AND OBJECTIVES REPORT
                      ACQUISITION OF HATHEWAY PROPERTY 

                      DREDGING OF PONDS – Mr. Bader reported that 6 agreements were sent to affected residents and 5 were received back.  The Committee will meet with the one resident who did not sign the agreement to see if their questions/concerns can be addressed.  This agreement will be on the June 1, 2009 meeting for approval.  A portion of this project will be funded by a special assessment over 10 years to the residents.  The Borough will fund 50% of the remediation and will have the option of backing out at any time.  The pond is in desperate need of dredging.  The pond is currently 2 feet.  4 or 5 feet is where it should be.  The Mosquito and Control Commission will dredge some of the pond at no cost.  If the soil is not contaminated, the Borough may be able to sell it as topsoil.   
BOARD OF HEALTH, MENTAL HEALTH & WELFARE/EDUCATION (elementary school)

Mr. Hoffman reported on the Swine flu (H1N1).  To date there have been only 7 cases in NJ, none in Bergen County.  Travel to Mexico is still not advisable.  It was discussed that two flu shots may be given this winter.  Mr. Hoffman will follow up on this issue.  

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES REPORT



TRIAL USAGE OF LYDECKER HOUSE 


MERGING OF MUNICIPAL COURT  - There will be meeting a in Montvale this week about the merging of municipal courts.  Several towns will be attending this meeting to discuss possible regionalization of municipal courts.  
PARKS AND RECREATION, PUBLIC INFORMATION, NEWSLETTERS,

ORDINANCES, SENIOR CITIZENS’ PROGRAM
Mrs. Howley reported that the Charity Classic Baseball Tournament will be held this weekend.  The pool opens this weekend from 12-6.  
Mrs. Howley reported that the Washington Township Fire Department recently celebrated their 75th anniversary with a parade.  Woodcliff Lake Fire Department members participated in the parade.  Our new ladder truck will be delivered shortly and the wetdown will be August 8, 2009 from 12:00 to 4:00 p.m.  
Mrs. Howley reported that on May 13, 2009, the NJ Supreme Court ruled that an Ordinance from the Township of Jackson regarding replacement of trees was constitutional.  The Ordinance states that if you cut down a tree in Jackson, you must replace it on the property or donate to a tree fund.  Mrs. Howley asked Attorney Madaio to craft a similar Ordinance for Woodcliff Lake.  

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES REPORT

BEAUTIFICATION OF TRAIN STATION - Mrs. Howley stated that she received paperwork on the “adopt a station” program from NJ Transit.  She is working with the Shade Tree Committee on buying flower pots for the station.

DEVELOPMENT OF RECREATION PLAN FOR HATHEWAY PROPERTY
DPW & ROADS/SEWERS & SANITATION/ECOLOGY
GOALS AND OBJECTIVES REPORT

2009 MUNICIPAL ROAD RESURFACING PROJECT – Mr. Rosenblatt reported that the Municipal Resurfacing Project contract has been awarded to D& L Paving.  Highview Avenue is being considered for a 2010 NJDOT project as it is a municipal road connecting two County roads.  Administrator Sandve stated that this project has a good chance to receive DOT funding.  


WIDENING OF WOODCLIFF AVENUE  - Mr. Rosenblatt stated that since there is not enough support among the Council for this project, there is no need to continue.  Mr. Rosenblatt stated that this is the end of his Goals and Objective Report for the year.  
OLD BUSINESS.

Mayor LaPaglia stated that there will be a meeting for the Mayors in organizing public participation in the upcoming hearing with the Commissioner of State and Human Services regarding the Certificate of Need for Hackensack University Medical Center. 
The Memorial Day Parade will start in Woodcliff Lake this year at 10:00 a.m.  
NEW BUSINESS.
Mr. Rosenblatt asked for the procedure on e-mail.  Mr. Rosenblatt was advised that e-mails are stored on the server and anyone who wanted copies of an e-mail would have to fill out an OPRA form.

Mr. Bader stated that the Council should support assembly Bill A2558.  This Bill states that no elected officials or part time officials should receive Borough paid health benefits.  
PUBLIC FORUM.       
 
          








Motion to open the meeting to the public was made by Mr. Bader, second by Mr. Rosenblatt and approved unanimously by voice call vote. 
Kevin O’Brien, 227 Pascack Road asked if Mr. Glaser identified the Council’s Goals and Objectives or if they were decided on as a whole.  Mr. O’Brien stated they were the goals of the full Council.  Mr. O’Brien stated that with respect to the pulling of the May 4, 2009 minutes, he was opposed to any change not made public.  A copy of the draft minutes would be provided to Mr. O’Brien. 

Mr. O’Brien stated that he was denied access to the documentation for the school funding issue.  

Mayor LaPaglia stated that this issue is considered as attorney/client privilege.  

Mrs. Higgins, 10 Pond Road apologized for Mr. Murro’s sudden departure.  Mrs. Higgins stated that Mr. Glaser had telephoned her before the meeting to state Dymanic Audio Visual would be awarded the contract for installing a sound system at the Senior Center.  Mrs. Higgins stated the Seniors are pleased with this award.  Mr. Glaser stated that it was a wise decision to get other bids.  

Sharon Bongard, 193 Pascack Road asked about the specialized recreation grant.

Joel Hofstetter, 7 Willow Street stated he had made several visits to Borough Hall in regards to 2008 guest passes being transferrable.  Mrs. Howley and the Mayor stated this was the first they had heard of this request.  Mrs. Howley stated that this issue would be discussed at the next Pool and Tennis meeting.  

Lea Kaye, 14 Winthrop Drive commented on the decision made by Judge Randazzo in regard to the attack of his dog by a neighbor’s dog.  Mr. Kaye learned that in spite of two previous attacks, the dog was deemed not dangerous.  Mr. Bader stated that the two previous incidents were never reported to the police.  Mayor LaPaglia offered his condolences to the Kayes for the loss of their dog.  However, this issue is not a Mayor and Council issue, it is a legal issue.  The ruling of the judge is not appealable.  There are cross complaints still pending.  
Hearing no further comments from the public, a motion to close the meeting to the public was made by Mr. Bader, second by Mr. Glaser and approved unanimously by voice call vote. 
CONSENT AGENDA DISCUSSION.
None
Motion to approve the Consent Agenda as presented was made by Mr. Glaser, second by Mrs. Howley.
CONSENT AGENDA VOTE.

ROLL CALL:

Introduce:
Mr. Glaser

Second:
Mrs. Howley

Ayes:

Mr. Bader, Mr. Glaser, Mr. Hoffman, Mrs. Howley, Mr. Rosenblatt

Nays:

None

Abstain:
None

Absent:
Mr. Camella

Resolution to Authorize Entering into Executive Closed Session 


WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L. 1975, Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and


WHEREAS, the public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist; and


WHEREAS, the Governing Body wishes to discuss:  Property Acquisition/Legal Issues; and


WHEREAS, this session is anticipated to last approximately ½ hour; and


WHEREAS, these Minutes will be kept and once the matter involving the confidentiality of the aforementioned no longer requires that confidentiality, then the minutes can be made public.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the public be excluded from this portion of the meeting. 

ROLL CALL:

Introduce:
Mr. Bader
Second:
Mr. Rosenblatt
Ayes:

Mr. Bader, Mr. Glaser, Mr. Hoffman, Mrs. Howley, Mr. Rosenblatt

Nays:

None

Abstain:
None

Absent:
Mr. Camella
The public was notified that the Council would come back into open session for the matter of adjourning the meeting only. 

The time is 10:10 p.m.  

 Motion to reopen the meeting to the public was made by Mr. Bader, second by Mr. Rosenblatt and approved unanimously by voice call vote. 
Hearing no comments from the public, a motion to close the meeting to the public was made by Mr. Glaser, second by Mr. Bader and approved unanimously by voice call vote. 

ADJOURNMENT.
Motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Hoffman, second by Mr. Glaser and approved unanimously by voice call vote.  The time is 10:41 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

____________________________

Lori Sciara, RMC

Borough Clerk

Payroll.
 



(Consent Agenda – 1)


RESOLVED, that the following Payroll Disbursements made by the 

Treasurer since the last meeting are proper and hereby are ratified and 

approved:



Payroll released 5/15/09

$
175,983.75


   


CLAIMS AND BILLS.


Authority to Pay Claims.




(Consent Agenda - 2) 

RESOLVED, that the following current claims against the Borough for 

materials and services have been considered and are proper and hereby are  

approved for payment:



Current Fund


$  
313,936.99


Capital



$          248,113.30


                        State Unemployment


$              2,370.33



Escrow



$
  34,434.90
  




RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING TAXES DUE  MAY  FIRST, TO BE DELETED DUE TO PROPERTY BECOMING EXEMPT (PURCHASED BY BOROUGH)

(Consent Agenda – 3)

WHEREAS, the properties of Blocks 2602 Lots 1 & 2 were purchased by the Borough of Woodcliff Lake, and

WHEREAS, this sale has resulted in all taxes to be exempt, and

WHEREAS, taxes due May 1st are due and should deleted, and

WHEREAS, the tax collector, Lois Frezza is authorized to delete taxes due for May 2009, and 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Woodcliff Lake property taxes due on Block 2602 Lot 1 & 2 will be deleted

2602/1 taxes due $1025.01

2602/2 taxes due $2006.48

Resolution for Approval to Submit a Grant Application and Execute a Grant Agreement with the New Jersey Department of Transportation for the Improvements to Highview Avenue Project





(Consent Agenda – 4)


WHEREAS, the Borough of Woodcliff Lake is desirous of pursuing the Improvements to Highview Avenue Project and filing a grant application for a 2010 NJDOT Local aid Grant for Highview Avenue (from Broadway to Kinderkamack Road); and


WHEREAS, the west and east ends of Highview Avenue connect and feed into Broadway and Kinderkamack Road, respectively; both County Roads and that Highview Avenue also provides access to the Borough of Woodcliff Lake Commuter Train Station at the intersection of Broadway and Woodcliff Avenue; and


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Borough of Woodcliff Lake formally approves the grant application for the above stated project.


BE, IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Administrator and Clerk are hereby authorized to submit an electronic grant application identified as MAS-2010-Woodcliff Lake Borough-00197 to the New Jersey Department of Transportation on behalf of the Borough of Woodcliff Lake.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Administrator and Clerk are hereby authorized to sign the grant agreement on behalf of the Borough of Woodcliff Lake and that their signatures constitute acceptance of the terms and conditions of the grant agreement and approves the execution of the grant agreement.

Resolution  for Application for a Grant from the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs to Provide a Comprehensive and Specialized Recreation Program for Pascack Valley Municipalities.
       
    


 (Consent Agenda – 5)


WHEREAS, the Borough of Woodcliff Lake desires to apply for and obtain a grant from the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs, for approximately $16,000 State with a  $3,200 local share for a total contract of $19,200 for 2009 to provide a comprehensive and specialized Recreation Program for the Pascack Valley Municipalities.


BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that the Borough of Woodcliff Lake does hereby authorize the application for such a grant; and upon receipt of the grant agreement from the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs, does further authorize the execution of the agreement; and also, upon receipt of the fully executed agreement from the Department, does further authorize the expenditure of such funds pursuant to the terms of said agreement between the Borough of Woodcliff Lake and the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs;


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Administrator whose name, titles and signatures appear below are authorized to sign the application, and that they or their successors in said titles are authorized to sign the agreement, and any other documents necessary in connection therewith.

Joseph T. LaPaglia



    Edward Sandve



          Mayor 




      Administrator


            __________________________
               __________________________
Resolution Authorizing the Acceptance of a Bid for Two (2) New 2009 Ford Crown Victoria Interceptors 




(Consent Agenda – 6)

WHEREAS, the Borough has advertised for the receipt of bids for Two (2) New 2009 Ford Crown Victoria Interceptors on May 13, 2009; and

WHEREAS, the following two (2) bids were received:
	Contractor Name/Address
	Base Bid

	Fords National Automart, Inc./Motors Fleet

Ocean, New Jersey 07712
	$22,783.00

	Warnock Fleet

East Hanover, NJ  07936
	           $23,357.00



WHEREAS, the Borough Administrator has reviewed all bids and advised that Fords National Automart Inc./Motors Fleet is the lowest bidder; and


WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds are available.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Woodcliff Lake to accept the bid of Fords National Automart, Inc./Motors Fleet of Ocean, New Jersey for two (2) new 2009 Ford Crown Victoria Interceptors for $22,783.00 per vehicle.    

Resolution Accepting the Proposal from D&L Paving Contractors, Inc. for the Pascack Valley Cooperative Pricing Program 2009 Resurfacing Program in the Borough of Woodcliff Lake                                                                     (Consent Agenda – 7)
WHEREAS, proposals had been submitted to the Pascack Valley Cooperative to provide repaving services for the 2009 Municipal Road Resurfacing Program through the Pascack Valley Cooperative Purchasing Program; and

WHEREAS, the Borough Administrator has recommended that D&L Paving Contractors, Inc. of Nutley, NJ be awarded the contract for the 2009 Resurfacing Program within the Borough of Woodcliff Lake.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Woodcliff Lake authorize D&L Paving Contractors, Inc. of Nutley, NJ to perform the aforementioned services.

Resolution Establishing a Policy to Designate Organizations Which Can Receive Pool and Tennis Membership Donations on an Annual Basis  (Consent Agenda – 8)

WHEREAS, the Borough has given pool and membership donations to various organizations over the years; and


WHEREAS, it has been recommended that the Borough establish a policy whereby the following organizations would be granted a Pool and Tennis Membership for their fundraising purposes:




Woodcliff Lake Parent Faculty Association




Woodcliff Lake Education Foundation




Pascack Hills Parent Faculty Association

and

WHEREAS, any other organizations who may request donations will be handled on an individual basis.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Woodcliff Lake authorize the aforementioned organizations to receive Pool and Tennis Memberships annually for their fundraising purposes.  

Resolution Amending the Binding Arbitration Statute  (Consent Agenda – 9)

WHEREAS, the binding arbitration process was intended to support local government aims by arriving at award decisions that are equitable to all involved parties, including municipalities, and Police and Fire Department personnel, and taxpayers; and


WHEREAS, the binding arbitration process is mandated by the State law; and


WHEREAS, municipalities are bound by strict fiscal controls embodied in the expenditure limit and tax levy cap laws; and


WHEREAS, it is the norm rather than the exception for State approved arbitrators to award raises for police salaries at rates that exceed the annual caps; and


WHEREAS, binding arbitration awards in excess of the caps force municipalities to cut other critically needed municipal services, in order to fund salary increases, compounded by pension increases, to police and fire personnel, and costs for police and fire services continue to spiral at an unacceptable rate; and


WHEREAS, the State approved binding arbitration process is inconsistent with the State Cap Laws and is unfair to municipalities attempting to control property taxes thorough fiscal responsibility.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Governing Body of the Borough of Woodcliff Lake urges the New Jersey State Legislature to pass legislation containing substantial reforms to the binding arbitration process and that requires arbitrators to be more sensitive to the economic conditions.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this Resolution be forwarded to our State Senator, our Representatives in the General Assembly, to the Governor and to the New Jersey State League of Municipalities. 
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