
BOROUGH OF WOODCLIFF LAKE
MAYOR AND COUNCIL AGENDA

October 5, 2009
8:00 p.m.

CALL TO ORDER.

This meeting, in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Law, P. L. l975, C. 23l, was announced at the Reorganization Meeting held on January 5, 2009 in the Municipal Building.   Notice of this meeting has been posted, and two newspapers, The Record and The Ridgewood News, have been notified.  

ROLL CALL.



Mayor LaPaglia was present.  Council members Bader, Camella, Glaser, Hoffman, Howley and Rosenblatt were present.  Attorney Madaio, Administrator Sandve, and Borough Clerk Sciara were also present.  
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.
All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES.
RESOLVED, that the Minutes of an executive closed session meeting of the Mayor and Council on August 3, 2009 copies of which have been received by all Councilpersons, are hereby approved but not yet ready for release to the public. (pulled on 9/9/09 by JG, pulled on 9/21/09 by JB, pulled on 10/05/09 by JB)

RESOLVED, that the Minutes of an executive closed session meeting of the Mayor and Council on September 9, 2009 copies of which have been received by all Councilpersons, are hereby approved as presented but not yet ready for release to the public.  pulled on 9/9/09 by JG, pulled on 9/21/09 by JB, pulled on 10/05/09 by JB)


RESOLVED, that the Minutes of a regular Mayor and Council meeting on September 15, 2009 copies of which have been received by all Councilpersons, are hereby approved as presented.  

Pulled on 10/05/09 by JHof)

RESOLVED, that the Minutes of an executive closed session meeting of the Mayor and Council on September 21, 2009 copies of which have been received by all Councilpersons, are hereby approved as presented but not release to the public at this time.  

ROLL CALL:

Introduce:
Mr. Badaer

Second:
Mrs. Howley

Ayes:

Mr. Bader, Mr. Camella, Mr. Glaser, Mr. Hoffman,



Mrs. Howley, Mr. Rosenblatt

Nays:

None

Abstain:
None

Absent:
None

MAYOR’S REPORT
Mayor LaPaglia reported that the newsletter has been mailed to all residents.  The Mayor stated that he has been receiving numerous questions in regards to the town wide survey.  Mayor LaPaglia assured the residents that the survey is the Council’s way of collecting the sentiments of the public on certain issues.  Mayor LaPaglia related that he had received a letter from a resident concerned about the curbing on Clairmont Drive.  Mayor LaPaglia stated that this resident was upset because the DPW Superintendent has told the resident that curb repair is not in the budget.  Mr. Bader stated that anytime a street is repaved, the residents are contacted to see if they would like their curbing redone at a substantial cost reduction.  All agreed that the Borough should make curb replacement part of the annual repaving program.  A second letter from a resident was received about garbage and recycling pickups.  Mayor LaPaglia invited the resident to speak to the Council when tonight’s meeting is opened to the public.  

Mayor LaPaglia reported that the Borough has received the final report from the consulting firm on the Pascack Valley Regional High School Feasibility Study.  The full report will be put on the website tomorrow morning and copies will be available to read at the counter at Borough Hall.  Mayor LaPaglia read from the first page of the report.  The Regional District was formed under an agreement that its annual operating costs would be funded by the constituent districts baser upon a per-pupil formulation, whereby each district paid a set amount based upon the number of pupils it sent.  Subsequently, the State of NJ passed legislation which forced all such regional districts to change their funding mechanisms to that of an equalized property value basis, under the then-mistaken belief that such a structure was constitutionally required.  The Legislature has since recognized that there is no such requirement, but the mechanism it created to allow districts to return to their original funding mechanism is so tortuous that, in the 15 years since this relief legislation was passed, no regional district has had its funding mechanisms changed through this process.  When the district was formed in 1950 the average cost per student was passed on the number of students.  Today because of the mistaken legislation, Woodcliff Lake pays $28,000 per student.  This is an equity issue that must be fixed.  This differential is getting greater and will continue.  The good news is that there are several structures that be attained.  This is purely about the allocation of the funding mechanism, not about educational components.  Mayor LaPaglia stated, “There is no greater tax saving opportunity for the residents of Woodcliff Lake and Montvale than pursuing the suggestions in this report.  The Borough of Montvale will be holding a public meeting on October 17, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. on this issue.  Mrs. Howley suggested we send a copy of the referendum question and an explanation to all residents before the general election.  Possible meeting dates were discussed as to when Woodcliff Lake would have their public meeting on this issue. 
Mr. Bader asked if all councilpersons are in agreement as to the recommended promotion of a police officer to sergeant at the next Council meeting.  All were in agreement.  Councilman Bader will invite the officer and his family for his swearing in on October 19, 2009.  
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT
There was no report given.

ENGINEER’S REPORT
Intersection Improvements at Woodcliff Avenue and Werimus Road
A plan containing the County’s comments of the July 8, 2009 meeting was redrafted by Boswell Engineering and submitted to the Borough’s Traffic Consultant and Borough Administrator for comment and distribution to the Mayor and Council on August 3, 2009.  The Traffic Consultant’s comments were transmitted to the County for review/comment.  Boswell is awaiting comments from the County.  The Borough Administrator and Boswell will be scheduling a meeting with the residents of the intersection of Werimus Road and Woodcliff Avenue to discuss possible driveway modifications in order to accommodate this project. 

Intersection Improvements at Kinderkamack Road and Prospect Avenue
The County Engineer’s Office is still reviewing the concept plan based on the reduced traffic counts on record with the County to determine if dedicated left turns lanes are really required.  

Preliminary Assessment Report for 63 Werimus Road, Block 1202, Lot 1 (Freedman Property) and 75 Werimus Road, Block 1401, Lot 6 (Hathaway Property)

Boswell submitted the report to the Borough on September 23, 2009.  This project is complete.  
OLD BUSINESS.

Pascack Valley Regional High School Feasibility Study
Discussed previously under Mayor’s report.  
NEW BUSINESS.
PUBLIC FORUM.       
 
          








Mike Fells, 82 Werimus Road asked what the preliminary assessment done to the Westerverlt-Lydecker entailed.  Mr. Fells was told it is a study to see if there are any buried oil tanks on the property.  Mr. Fells asked if there would be a traffic light installed at the intersection of Woodcliff Avenue and Werimus Road.  Mr. Sachs stated there would be no traffic light.  However, the purpose of any work to be done at that intersection is to make it safer.  
Nick Forsa, 83 Heritage Court stated that he wrote a letter to the Mayor during the summer stating that the garbage and recycling programs in Woodcliff Lake are woefully inadequate.  Garbage and recycling accumulates in the garage and then must be hauled to the recycling center.  Mr. Forsa did his own survey on surrounding towns and stated that most of them have 2x per week pickup.  Mr. Forsa stated that the Council should authorize a second pickup all year round for residents who call in and ask for it.  Mr. Rosenblatt stated that the Council will discuss the number of garbage and recycling pickups during the budget preparation.  
Bernard Kettler, Glen Road stated that the recycling center has not been updated since it first opened in the 1980’s.  

Kevin O’Brien, 227 Pascack Road commented that if the Council has already made their decision as to going ahead with the dissolution of the Pascack Valley Regional High School District, why is there going to be a referendum.  Mr. O’Brien suggested that a booklet, similar to pool passes, be sold for extra garbage/recycling pickups.  Mr. Rosenblatt stated that once you get to a certain threshold, a new vehicle and an extra man is requited.  Mr. Bader stated that he received a “stop notice” from Ed Barboni.  Mr. Bader called Mr. Barboni, who came to his house to discuss ways to cut down on household garbage.  He stated that since he was aware of the regulations, his household is down to one bag of garbage per week.  

Darlene Schnure, 34 County Road agreed that if you recycle properly, you will not have that much garbage.  

Bernard Kettler, Glen Road stated that for years we have been made victims over what police officers make.  Now is the time to lower contractual benefits.  

Josephine Higgins, 10 Pond Road asked about the curb and sidewalk fund that was in place when she was in office.  Mayor LaPaglia stated that under our Master Plan, any subdivision on county roads over a certain length has the option of installing curbs or paying into a fund.  Residential applications are not part of this fund.  Mrs. Higgins asked about the work PSE&G are doing in town.  Mr. Bader stated that him, Mr. Saluzzi and Administrator Sandve have been on the phone with PSE&G discussing proper repairs.  Mrs. Higgins suggested that we rent out the Hatheway House until we decide what we should do with it.  
Mrs. Higgins asked Attorney Madaio if there was any progress on the Costco Membership issue since the passing of a Consent Agenda - 11 at the August 3, 2009 meeting.   Attorney Madaio stated that the progress has been very slow as Costco has been very uncooperative in releasing any records.  

Motion to accept the Consent Agenda as presented was made by Mr. Bader, second by Mr. Camella and approved unanimously by voice call vote.  

ROLL CALL:

Introduce:
Mr. Bader

Second:
Mr. Camella

Ayes:

Mr. Bader, Mr. Camella, Mr. Glaser, Mr. Hoffman, 



Mrs. Howley, Mr. Rosenblatt

Nays:

None

Abstain:
None

Absent:
None
ADJOURNMENT.
Motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Glaser second by Mr. Hoffman and approved unanimously by voice call vote.  The time is 9:40 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

_________________________________

Lori Sciara, RMC

Borough Clerk

10/13/09
Payroll.
 



(Consent Agenda – 1)


RESOLVED, that the following Payroll Disbursements made by the 

Treasurer since the last meeting are proper and hereby are ratified and 

approved:



Payroll released 09/29/09

$
214,339.58
CLAIMS AND BILLS.


Authority to Pay Claims.




(Consent Agenda - 2) 

RESOLVED, that the following current claims against the Borough for 

materials and services have been considered and are proper and hereby are  

approved for payment:



Current Fund


$  
1,125,746.81


Animal



$                   
15.00                 


Escrow



$                    
44.95


Capital



$
       7,121.95
Resolution Requesting Approval of Items of Revenue and Appropriation – Chapter 159 – NJSA 40A:4-87 – Prosecutor Forfeiture



(Consent Agenda - 3)

WHEREAS, NJSA 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of Local Government Services may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of any County or municipality when such item shall have been made available by law and the amount was not determined at the time of adoption of the budget; and


WHEREAS, the Director may also approve the insertion of an item of appropriation for equal amount.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Woodcliff Lake in the County of Bergen, New Jersey hereby requests the Director of Local Government Services to approve the insertion of an item of revenue in the budget year 2009 in the sum of $5,985.00 from the Office of the County Prosecutor, Forfeiture Funds, which is now available from the County of Bergen, Office of the Prosecutor in the amount of $5,985 (9-01-10-704-000).


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the like sum of $5,985.00 is hereby appropriated under the caption of Prosecutor Forfeiture funds (9-01-41-790-099).


BE IT FURTNER RESOLVED that the above is the result of funds from the Office of the County Prosecutor, County of Bergen, New Jersey.  

Resolution RE:  Dedication by Rider, Accumulated Absences           (Consent Agenda - 4)

WHEREAS, permission is required of the Director of Local Government Services for approval as a Dedication by Rider of certain revenues; and


WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-39 provides that a municipality may dedicate certain revenues in any budget when the character of the revenue is not subject to reasonably accurate estimate in advance by including in said budget a statement dedicating such revenues to the purpose or purposes for which they are received; and


WHEREAS, the Borough will set aside funds from budget appropriations to pay for accumulated absences based on Borough policy.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Governing Body of the Borough of Woodcliff Lake, County of Bergen, New Jersey as follows:

1. The Governing Body does hereby request permission of the Director of the Division of Local Government Services to pay expenditures for accumulated absences (N.J.A.C. 5:30-15) in accordance with Borough policy.

2. The Borough Clerk of the Borough of Woodcliff Lake is hereby directed to forward two certified copies of this Resolution to the Director of the Division of Local Government Services.

Resolution RE:  Dedication by Rider, Outside Employment of Off-Duty Municipal Police Officers
(Consent Agenda - 5)

WHEREAS, permission is required of the Director of Local Government Services for approval as a Dedication by Rider of certain revenues; and


WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-39 provides that a municipality may dedicate certain revenues in any budget when the character of the revenue is not subject to reasonably accurate estimate in advance by including in said budget a statement dedicating such revenues to the purpose or purposes for which they are received; and


WHEREAS, the Borough will receive funds from various vendors for costs associated with employment of off-duty municipal police officers.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Governing Body of the Borough of Woodcliff Lake, County of Bergen, New Jersey as follows:

1. The Governing Body does hereby request permission of the Director of the Division of Local Government Services to receive funds and to pay expenditures for employment of off-duty municipal police officers. 

2. The Borough Clerk of the Borough of Woodcliff Lake is hereby directed to forward two certified copies of this Resolution to the Director of the Division of Local Government Services.

Resolution RE:  Dedication by Rider, Parking Offenses Adjudication Act (POAA)
(Consent Agenda - 6)

WHEREAS, permission is required of the Director of Local Government Services for approval as a Dedication by Rider of certain revenues; and


WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-39 provides that a municipality may dedicate certain revenues in any budget when the character of the revenue is not subject to reasonably accurate estimate in advance by including in said budget a statement dedicating such revenues to the purpose or purposes for which they are received; and


WHEREAS, the Borough will receive funds from Municipal Court for parking offenses in accordance with POAA (P.L. 1989, c.137).


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Governing Body of the Borough of Woodcliff Lake, County of Bergen, New Jersey as follows:

1. The Governing Body does hereby request permission of the Director of the Division of Local Government Services receive funds and receive funds and pay expenditures from POAA Trust Fund in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:4-39.

2. The Borough Clerk of the Borough of Woodcliff Lake is hereby directed to forward two certified copies of this Resolution to the Director of the Division of Local Government Services.

Resolution RE:  Dedication by Rider, Developer Fees – Affordable Housing Trust Fund
(Consent Agenda - 7)

WHEREAS, permission is required of the Director of Local Government Services for approval as a Dedication by Rider of certain revenues; and


WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-39 provides that a municipality may dedicate certain revenues in any budget when the character of the revenue is not subject to reasonably accurate estimate in advance by including in said budget a statement dedicating such revenues to the purpose or purposes for which they are received; and


WHEREAS, the Borough will receive developer fees for costs associated with Affordable Housing.   


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Governing Body of the Borough of Woodcliff Lake, County of Bergen, New Jersey as follows:

1. The Governing Body does hereby request permission of the Director of the Division of Local Government Services receive funds and to receive funds and pay expenditures from Affordable Housing.  
2. The Borough Clerk of the Borough of Woodcliff Lake is hereby directed to forward two certified copies of this Resolution to the Director of the Division of Local Government Services.

Resolution Authorizing Raffle License for March of Dimes 
















(Consent Agenda - 8)


WHEREAS, application has been made by the March of Dimes, for one (1) off-premise 50/50 raffle on November 13, 2009 to be held at the Woodcliff Lake Hilton, Woodcliff Lake, New Jersey; and


WHEREAS, said application has been submitted to the Woodcliff Lake Police Department for investigation and have been found to be in good order;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the application of the March of Dimes is approved and the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized to issue Raffle License(s) No. 09-386.

Resolution Requesting Approval of Items of Revenue and Appropriation – Chapter 159 – NJSA40A:4-87 – Clean Communities 





(Consent Agenda – 9)

WHEREAS, NJSA 40A87 provides that the Director of Local Government Services may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of any County or municipality when such item shall have been made available by law and the amount was not determined at the time of adoption of the budget; and


WHEREAS, the Director may also approve the insertion of any item of appropriation for an equal amount.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Woodcliff Lake in the County of Bergen, New Jersey, hereby requests the Director of the Division of Local Government Services to approve the insertion of an item of revenue in the budget of the year 2009 in the sum of $2,369.42 is now available from Clean Communities (9-01-41-770-0999).


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the above is the result of funds from Clean Communities.
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