BOROUGH OF WOODCLIFF LAKE
MAYOR AND COUNCIL MINUTES
September 9, 2009
8:00 p.m.

CALL TO ORDER.

This meeting, in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Law, P. L. l975, C. 23l, was announced at the Reorganization Meeting held on January 5, 2009 in the Municipal Building.   Notice of this meeting has been posted, and two newspapers, The Record and The Ridgewood News, have been notified.  

ROLL CALL.



Mayor LaPaglia was present.  Councilmembers Bader, Camella, Glaser, Hoffman, Howley, Rosenblatt were present.  Attorney Madaio had a prior commitment at the Borough of Midland Park.  Administrator Sandve and Borough Clerk Sciara were present.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.
All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance led by Mayor LaPaglia 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES.

RESOLVED, that the Minutes of a special meeting of the Mayor and Council on July 31, 2009 copies of which have been received by all Councilpersons, are hereby approved as presented. 

ROLL CALL:
Introduce:
Mr. Glaser
Second:
Mr. Bader
Ayes:

Mr. Bader, Mr. Glaser, Mr. Hoffman, Mrs. Howley
Nays:

None
Abstain:
None
Absent:
Mr. Camella, Mr. Rosenblatt
RESOLVED, that the Minutes of a meeting of the Mayor and Council on August 3, 2009 copies of which have been received by all Councilpersons, are hereby approved as amended. 
ROLL CALL:

Introduce:
Mr. Glaser
Second:
Mr. Hoffman
Ayes:

Mr. Bader, Mr. Glaser, Mr. Hoffman, Mrs. Howley, Mr. Rosenblatt
Nays:

None
Abstain:
Mr. Camella
Absent:
None


RESOLVED, that the Minutes of an executive closed session meeting of the Mayor and Council on August 3, 2009 copies of which have been received by all Councilpersons, are hereby approved as presented but not released to the public at this time.  


THESE MINUTES HAVE BEEN PULLED by Councilman Glaser.  
Westervelt-Lydecker Historic Home - presentation by John Williams

Mr. Williams presented the new plans for the Westervelt Lydecker Park.  The new plan limits the amount of disturbance on the property.   The garden and additional walkways have been removed.  Mr. Williams feels this plan will get approval from the NJ Historic Preservation Office.  Mr. Bader stated that the reason for this presentation was to give the Council information on the additional $7,500 for Mr. Williams’ services.  This plan is significantly priced lower than the last and costs for this type of work has declined.  Mr. Glaser asked what the timetable on this project was.  Administrator Sandve stated that the documents will be ready in 3-4 months.  They will be submitted to the County for approval on soil erosion.  Once approved by the County, we will go out to bid in December 2009.  
Motion to open the meeting to the public on this issue only was made by Mr. Bader, second by Mr. Rosenblatt and approved unanimously by voice call vote. 

Mike Fells, 82 Werimus Road asked what the cost, percentage from taxpayers vs. State grant would be. Administrator Sandve stated that the funding is percentage is close to 50/50.  Some funding is already in our bonding and he does not anticipate any new debt.
Hearing no further comments from the public, a motion to close the meeting to the public was made by Mr. Bader, second by Mr. Camella and approved unanimously by voice call vote. 

MAYOR’S REPORT
Mayor LaPaglia commented on the passing of his neighbor who lived across the street from him for 20+ years.  The young man was a Colonel in the US Army having served in Iraq.  He passed away at Walter Reed Hospital from kidney cancer.  The Colonel leaves 3 young children, the eldest just starting at the College of New Jersey.  Mayor LaPaglia stated he is very proud of this young man who was a role model for others.
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT
Westervelt-Lydecker Historic Nature Preserve – The Borough has met with Carol Fusco several times

and she has provided the Borough with a specific outline of the programming that could be held in and around the grounds of the Westerverlt-Lydecker house.  A separate memorandum has been provided to the Mayor and Council.

Carol Fusco has given the Mayor and Council a preliminary calendar of events she would like to hold at the Westervel-Lydecker House.  Councilman Hoffman and Administrator Sandve have met on site with Carol and have identified some work that will need to be accomplished around the site.  Some of the work includes replacement of some ductwork for the HVAC system due to animal damage, some minor repairs to sheetrock and woodwork and an overall cleaning of the building.  The work is proceeding and should be completed within the next few weeks.  Some other work inside the building will need to be done, for example ascertaining whether or not the first floor support system is sufficient to hold small groups.  
Motion made by Mr. Bader second by Mr. Camella to authorize up to $2,000 for a structural engineer to inspect the Westervelt-Lydecker House to be sure it is structurally sound.  Once this report is received, the Council can go forward on Mrs. Fusco’s programs.  

Use of Tice Center – There is a request for the Tice Center that needs to be discussed.  There is an admission fee charged and vendors set up and sell their items.  It appears to be a trade show.  After discussion, it was deemed this use request for the Tice Center would be denied.
Fire Prevention Office –The renovation of the Fire Prevention Office is complete.  All mold has been removed, drains installed to control water infiltration, a new window installed to provide fresh air and the space has been updated.  
ENGINEER’S REPORT

Intersection Improvements at Woodcliff Avenue and Werimus Road – a plan containing the County’s comments of the July 8, 2009 meeting was redrafted by Boswell Engineering and submitted to the Borough’s Traffic Consultant and Borough Administrator for comment and distribution to the Mayor and Council (on August 3, 2009).  The Traffic Consultant’s comments were transmitted to the County for review/comment.
Intersection Improvements at Kinderkamack Road and Prospect Avenue – the County Engineer’s Office is still reviewing the concept plan based on the reduced traffic counts on record with the County to determine if dedicated left turn lanes are really required.  
Preliminary Assessment for 63 Werimus Road, Block 1202, Lot 1 (Freedman Property) and 75 Werimus Road, Block 1401, Lot 6 (Hathaway Property) – Boswell McLane Engineering (Boswell) has performed a site inspection on August 7, 2009 to the aforementioned properties with the help of the Borough Attorney.  Based on observations during our site inspections and conductance of GPR and tank tightness testing of the Freedman and Hathaway properties.  Boswell has determined that they are clean.  This information was discussed with the Borough Attorney on September 1, 2009.  A draft Preliminary Assessment Report has been prepared and is presently being reviewed in-house.  
OLD BUSINESS.

Resident Survey – Mr. Glaser and Mrs. Howley stated that they had received a few comments from the Mayor and Council members on the survey.  With the consensus of the Council, the survey will be mailed to residents sometime next week with a response date of October 1, 2009.
NEW BUSINESS.
Ordinance 09-13
Be It Resolved that an
“Ordinance Amending Chapter 117 Creating Zoning Fees in the Borough of Woodcliff Lake”

Heretofore introduced, does now pass on first reading, and that said Ordinance be further considered for final passage at a meeting to be held on the 21st  day of September, 2009 , at 8:00 o’clock P.M., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be reached, at the regular meeting place of the Borough Council, and that at such time and place all persons interested be given an opportunity to be heard concerning said Ordinance, and that the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to publish said Ordinance according to law with a notice of its introduction and passage on first reading and of the time and place when and where said Ordinance be further considered for final passage.

ROLL CALL:

Introduce:
Mr. Rosenblatt

Second:
Mr. Bader

Ayes:

Mr. Bader, Mr. Camella, Mr. Glaser, Mr. Hoffman, Mrs. Howley, 



Mr. Rosenblatt

Nays:

None

Abstain:
None

Absent:
None

Ordinance 09-14

Be It Resolved that an
“Ordinance Amending Schedule of Fees for Woodcliff Lake Zoning Board of Adjustment”
Heretofore introduced, does now pass on first reading, and that said Ordinance be further considered for final passage at a meeting to be held on the 21st  day of September, 2009 , at 8:00 o’clock P.M., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be reached, at the regular meeting place of the Borough Council, and that at such time and place all persons interested be given an opportunity to be heard concerning said Ordinance, and that the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to publish said Ordinance according to law with a notice of its introduction and passage on first reading and of the time and place when and where said Ordinance be further considered for final passage.

ROLL CALL:

Introduce:
Mr. Bader

Second:
Mr. Camella

Ayes:

Mr. Bader, Mr. Camella, Mr. Glaser, Mr. Hoffman, Mrs. Howley,



Mr. Rosenblatt

Nays:

None
Abstain;
None

Absent:
None

Ordinance 09-15
Be It Resolved that an

“Ordinance Supplementing the Code of the Borough of Woodcliff Lake to Modify the Requirements for Property Maintenance and to Amend Chapter 186-11”
Heretofore introduced, does now pass on first reading, and that said Ordinance be further considered for final passage at a meeting to be held on the 21st  day of September, 2009 , at 8:00 o’clock P.M., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be reached, at the regular meeting place of the Borough Council, and that at such time and place all persons interested be given an opportunity to be heard concerning said Ordinance, and that the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to publish said Ordinance according to law with a notice of its introduction and passage on first reading and of the time and place when and where said Ordinance be further considered for final passage.

ROLL CALL:

Introduce:
Mr. Camella

Second:
Mr. Bader

Ayes:

Mr. Bader, Mr. Camella, Mr. Glaser, Mr. Hoffman, Mrs. Howley,



Mr. Rosenblatt

Nays:

None
Abstain;
None

Absent:
None

Ordinance 09-16

Be It Resolved that an
“Ordinance Adopting a Codification and Revision of the Ordinances of the Borough of Woodcliff Lake, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey; Providing for the Maintenance of Said Code; Repealing and Saving from Repeal Certain Ordinances Not Included Therein; Establishing a Penalty for Altering or Tampering With the Code; and Making Certain Changes of Previously Adopted Ordinances”
Heretofore introduced, does now pass on first reading, and that said Ordinance be further considered for final passage at a meeting to be held on the 21st  day of September, 2009 , at 8:00 o’clock P.M., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be reached, at the regular meeting place of the Borough Council, and that at such time and place all persons interested be given an opportunity to be heard concerning said Ordinance, and that the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to publish said Ordinance according to law with a notice of its introduction and passage on first reading and of the time and place when and where said Ordinance be further considered for final passage.

ROLL CALL:

Introduce:
Mr. Glaser

Second:
Mr. Hoffman
Ayes:

Mr. Bader, Mr. Camella, Mr. Glaser, Mr. Hoffman, Mrs. Howley,



Mr. Rosenblatt

Nays:

None
Abstain;
None

Absent:
None

Employee Appreciation Day discussion 
Mr. Camella stated very emotionally that he had a few comments on the employee/volunteer day this year.  He regrets having to say some of this and is very upset.  We have had this event for the last five years for employees, sports board members, and sports associations.  This event has always been very nice and for years we have shared food and bonding.  This year many of our employees did not want to come to the event.  The reason he was told was because the Council had imposed a charge for health care benefits. Mr. Camella stressed that no one is obligated to attend.   Mr. Camella stated that he heard that in the background people were discouraged not to attend and that some people did not receive invitations at all.  The Fire Department did not receive invitations nor did the School Board of Education.  Mr. Camella wanted to know what happened.  Mr. Camella stated that it is very important we do not take our internal disputes outside of Borough Hall.  Mr. Glaser commented that there were many e-mails back and forth making accusations.  The genesis of the accusations was incorrect and it seemed like it was just a way to smear people.  Mr. Glaser stated that our volunteers are very important and do their work for the town gratis. Mr. Bader stated how disappointed he was that more employees did not attend.  He heard the reason the employees would not attend was due to the health benefit charge back which started July 1, 2009.  

Mayor LaPaglia stated as he grandfather would tell him, “You can lead a horse to water, but you can’t make them drink.” 
PUBLIC FORUM.       
 
          








Maria Batizza, 17 Heritage Court stated that there is a house behind her with tall grass and a neglected pool full of mosquitoes.  She asked the Council to do something about this.  Administrator Sandve stated that this property is bank owned and is not committed to keeping up the property.  Ordinance 09-15 addresses this problem and will be adopted on September 21, 2009.
Bernie Kettler, Glen Road has one of the oldest houses in Woodcliff Lake.  It has a dirt cellar and it is extremely difficult to keep dry. Mr. Kettler stated that whatever price is obtained for repairs to the Westervelt-Lydecker House, he guarantees it will cost 2/3 more.  A damp cellar goes up through the floorboards.  An old home has to be lived in and must have a lot of air movement.  Mr. Kettler suggested the house have a live-in caretaker.
Josephine Higgins, 10 Pond Road stated that Westervelt-Lydecker does not have humidifiers.  Mrs. Higgins was disappointed the cottage was taken down as those tenants could have been caretakers.  Mrs. Higgins suggested that the people who have taken the CERT classes could help at the Westervelt-Lydecker with security during programs.  
CONSENT AGENDA DISCUSSION.
None
CONSENT AGENDA VOTE.

Motion to approve the Consent Agenda as amended added items 11 and 12 was made by Mr. Bader, second by Mr. Rosenblatt.
ROLL CALL:

Introduce:
Mr. Bader

Second:
Mr. Rosenblatt

Ayes:

Mr. Bader, Mr. Camella, Mr. Glaser, Mr. Hoffman, 



Mrs. Howley, Mr. Rosenblatt

Nays:

None

Absent:
None

Abstain:
None

ADJOURNMENT.
Motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Bader, second by Mr. Hoffman and approved unanimously by voice call vote.  The time is 9:53 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

____________________________
Lori Sciara, RMC

Borough Clerk

     Payroll.
 



(Consent Agenda – 1)


RESOLVED, that the following Payroll Disbursements made by the 

Treasurer since the last meeting are proper and hereby are ratified and 

approved:



Payroll released 8/15/09


$   222,560.89


Payroll released 8/30/09


$  198,416.90
CLAIMS AND BILLS.


Authority to Pay Claims.




(Consent Agenda - 2) 

RESOLVED, that the following current claims against the Borough for 

materials and services have been considered and are proper and hereby are  

approved for payment:



Current Fund


$  
$1,092,908.22


Capital



$               161,498.00       
                   


Escrow



$                    
450.00
Resolution Authorizing Borough Clerk to Solicit bids for  Dura-Lite  15 SCBA Cylinders
(Consent Agenda – 3)


WHEREAS, the Borough of Woodcliff Lake Volunteer Fire Department is requesting to purchase   for the department; and


WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer as confirmed that funds are available. 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Woodcliff Lake authorize the Borough Clerk to advertise for submission of bids for  (30) 30 minute bottles with valves for Scott Airpacks; (6) 30 minute bottles only; (1) 45 min bottle only and (1) 60 minute bottles only.
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING TAXES FOR NOVEMBER 2009 AND TAXES FOR THE FIRST HALF OF 2010 TO BE DELETED DUE TO PROPERTY BECOMING EXEMPT (PURCHASED BY BOROUGH)

(Consent Agenda – 4)

WHEREAS, the properties of Blocks 1202 Lot 1 were purchased by the Borough of Woodcliff Lake, and

WHEREAS, this sale has resulted in all taxes to be exempt, and

WHEREAS, taxes due November 1st and taxes due for the first half of 2010 should deleted, and

WHEREAS, the tax collector, Lois Frezza is authorized to delete taxes for November 2009 and the first half of 2010 and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Woodcliff Lake property taxes due on Block 1202 Lot 1 will be deleted

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A REFUND OF OVERPAYMENT OF TAXES DUE TO BOROUGH PURCHASING PROPERTY



(Consent Agenda – 5)

WHEREAS. The property tax on the following parcel were paid by the property owners and,

Whereas, the property was purchased by the Borough of Woodcliff Lake and

Whereas, the property taxes were paid for July, August and September and the former homeowners are due a pro-rated amount for part of August and September according to the settlement statement and,

Whereas the amount on the settlement statement is $1220.88 and,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE Mayor and Council of the Borough of Woodcliff Lake, that the CFO be authorized to refund the overpayment of $1220.88  to the former homeowner listed below:

B/L

OWNER


AMT.
             REASON

1202/1   Freedman, Noam & Ann Starrs     $1220.88  

Pro-Rated amt. due according to 









Settlement statement

MAIL PAYMENT  TO:






FREEDMAN NOAM & ANN STARRS

63 Werimus Road

Woodcliff Lake, NJ 07677

Resolution Authorizing a Refund of Overpayment of Taxes

(Consent Agenda –6)


WHEREAS, the property tax on the following parcel were overpaid by property owners; and



WHEREAS, this has resulted in the overpayment of property tax on this parcel by $720.00; and


WHEREAS, the owners of the property listed have requested a refund of overpayment.



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Woodcliff Lake, that the CFO be authorized to refund the overpayment of$720.00 to owner listed below:

B/L

    OWNER

         
AMT.
               REASON

1305/24
Minassian, Vicken &Maral
$720.00

overpayment

Payment mailed to:

Minassian, Vicken & Maral

245 Strathmore Circle

Kissimimee, FL  34744
Resolution Authorizing Health Consultation Services by the County of Bergen, NJ to the Borough of Woodcliff Lake for the period September 1, 2009 through December 31, 2009

(Consent Agenda – 7)


WHEREAS, the Borough of Woodcliff Lake is desirous of Health Consultation Services; and


WHEREAS, the County of Bergen will provide the following services for a fee not to exceed $44.50 per hour for a total of 12 hours or $534.00; and


WHEREAS, the Health Consultation Services will take place at the Tice Center every 3rd Thursday of the month from 10:00 a.m. 12:00 noon.  (Sept. 17, Oct. 15, Nov. 19, and Dec. 17).


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Woodcliff Lake do hereby authorize this contract for Health Consultation Services by the County of Bergen.

Resolution Authorizing Estimate No. 2 and Final and Change Order No. 2 and Final

(Consent Agenda – 8)


WHEREAS, the Borough of Woodcliff Lake had previously authorized Reivax Contracting, Inc. in the construction of Shaw Road Water Main Improvements; and


WHEREAS, the completion of the project resulted in a final net amount of $30,209.25; and


WHEREAS, the Borough Engineer has stated that he takes no exception to the payment of $3,020.93 for the work performed to date as outlined on Estimate No. 2 and Final.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that a Change Order in the amount of $3,020.93 be approved and that the Borough Council authorize the Borough Administrator to execute the necessary documents related to the Change Order.  

Resolution Declaring September as Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month

(Consent Agenda – 9)


WHEREAS, Ovarian cancer is called the “silent disease” because its symptoms are often vague or subtle; and


WHEREAS, Ovarian Cancer is the fifth leading cause of cancer deaths among women and the leading cause of gynecologic cancer deaths in the United States.  Each year more than 22,000 women are diagnosed with the disease and approximately 16,000 die from it; and


WHEREAS, if detected in its early stages, survival from ovarian cancer is 90-95 percent.  Yet the five-year survival rate for the disease is only 28% because it is so difficult to detect early; and


WHEREAS, the Turn the Towns Teal campaign was launched by Gail MacNeil during her 10 year battle ovarian cancer; and 


WHEREAS, Kaleidoscope of Hope (KOH), the Atlantic Health System and the National Ovarian Cancer Coalition-Northern NJ (NOCC) are partnering to promote awareness of ovarian cancer through the Turn the Towns Teal campaign.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Woodcliff Lake declare September as Ovarian Cancer Awareness month and support Turn the Towns Teal awareness campaign.  

Resolution Authorizing Release of Escrow Balance


(Consent Agenda – 10)

WHEREAS, A request has been made for the release of the escrow balances with respect to the following in the Borough of Woodcliff Lake:

Gervase

37 Birchwood

Escrow release

$166.75

NS Builders

33 Heather Hill

Perf. Bond release

$20,000.00

Rasmussen

20 Kinderkamack

Escrow Release

$346.00

Gadaleta

69 West Hill

Escrow release

100.00

WHEREAS, the Borough Construction Official has confirmed that all is satisfactory and has recommended that the escrow balances be released;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that in accordance with the recommendation of the above, the Mayor and Council does hereby authorize the release of the escrow balances in the amount of $20,612.75  in connection with the aforementioned.

Resolution to Confirm Endorsement of the 2010 Community Development Application for Senior Citizens Services
    






  (Consent Agenda – 11)
WHEREAS,  a Bergen County Community Development Grant of $3,000 has been proposed by the Mayor and Borough Council for Senior Citizen programs in the municipality of the Borough of Woodcliff Lake, and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Interlocal Services Act, Community Development funds may not be spent in a municipality without authorization by the Governing Body, and

WHEREAS, the aforesaid project is in the best interest of the people of the Borough of Woodcliff Lake, and

WHEREAS, this resolution does not obligate the financial resources of the municipality and is intended solely to expedite expenditure of aforesaid CD funds.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Woodcliff Lake hereby confirms endorsement of the aforesaid project, and

BE IT FUTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution shall be sent to the Director of the Bergen County Community Development Program so that implementation of the aforesaid project may be expedited.

Resolution Authorizing MKW & Associates, LLC to Revise their Proposal for Landscape Architectural Services for the Westervelt-Lydecker House & Grounds

                                                                                   (Consent Agenda – 12)


WHEREAS, in light of a meeting with the State Historic Preservation Office, MKW and Associates, LLC can proceed with the revisions to the contract documents for Architectural Services for the Westervel-Lydecker House and Grounds; and


WHEREAS, the Plans and specification used for bidding previously will be revised to reflect changes as listed in the proposal.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council authorize MKW& Associates, LLC to revise their proposal for landscape architectural services for the Westervelt-Lydecker House & Grounds not to exceed $7,500.00.
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