BOROUGH OF WOODCLIFF LAKE

MAYOR AND COUNCIL MINUTES
October 22, 2009
8:00 p.m.

CALL TO ORDER.

This special meeting, in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Law, P. L. l975, C. 23l, has been posted, and two newspapers, The Record and The Ridgewood News, have been notified.  

ROLL CALL.
Mayor LaPaglia was present.  Council members Bader, Glaser, Hoffman, Howley and Rosenblatt were present.  Councilmember Camella and Administrator Sandve were absent.  Borough Clerk Sciara was present.  Attorney Vito Gagliardi, Mr. Herbert Johnson and Mr. Virgil Johnson, co-authors of the study were also present.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.

All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance led by Mayor LaPaglia. 

NEW BUSINESS.
Discussion of the Feasibility Study on the Dissolution of the Pascack Valley Regional High School District for Montvale Borough and Woodcliff Lake Borough by Statistical Forecasting LLC and James L. Kirtland, CPA.  

Mayor LaPaglia began the presentation with a brief slideshow, explaining why the study was commissioned by Woodcliff Lake and Montvale, the disparity between the number of children being sent from each town and why these numbers are important, the components of the Woodcliff Lake Annual Property Tax Rate, and the potential tax savings to Woodcliff Lake taxpayers based on the dissolution of the PVRHSD under different alternatives going forward.  Mayor LaPaglia stressed that the amount Woodcliff Lake will pay to send a student to PVRHSD will not go down due to the function and inefficiency of the State Funding Formula.  
Mr. Virgil Johnson gave a brief overview for the basis of his recommendations. Mr. Johnson stated that committee visited each school in the district.  All superintendents were interviewed.  He stated that the feasibility study will focus on the consideration of the current (status quo) configuration of the five districts and these alternate configurations.  

1.
The withdrawal of grades 9-12 students for Montvale and Woodcliff Lake from the Pascack Valley Regional
High School district, while simultaneously forming a Montvale PK-12 school district that will have a sending-receiving relationship with Woodcliff Lake for its students in grades 9-12.
2.
The withdrawal of grades 9-12 students for Montvale and Woodcliff Lake from the Pascack Valley Regional High School district, while simultaneously forming a PK-12 Regional district that would educate PK-12 students from Montvale and Woodcliff Lake.

3.
The dissolution of the Pascack Valley Regional High School District while simultaneously forming Montvale PK-12 and Hillsdale PK-12 school districts, with Woodcliff Lake sending its grade 9-12 students to Montvale and river Vale sending its grade 9-12 students to Hillsdale.
4.
The dissolution of the Pascack Valley Regional High School District while simultaneously forming PK-12 regional District that would educate PK-12 students from Montvale and Woodcliff Lake.  The communities of Hillsdale and River Vale would have the option of creating a similar PK-12 district or operating under the sending-receiving option described in the prior dissolution scenario.

5.
The dissolution of the Pascack Valley Regional High School District while simultaneously forming a PK-12 Regional District that would education PK-12 students from Hillsdale, Montvale, River Vale and Woodcliff Lake. 

6. 
Status quo.  

PUBLIC FORUM.       
 
          








Several people asked what the actual total cost will be to pursue a dissolution or withdrawal from the PVRHSD.  Residents were directed to Table 111 of the report.  

Mr. Gagliardi stated that all assumptions in this report are conservative.  “None of the things that have to change will change.”  One resident asked for clarification of the phrase, “For now.”  Mr. Gagliardi stated that there could possible be changes made by the State.  Logic tells you students will go to neighborhood schools; special education classes could cause classroom disruption.  

Rolf Hienrich, Glen Road stated that he was in favor of proceeding with the possible change in the Pascack Valley Regional High School Funding Formula.  Mr. Heinrich stated that it is a “no-brainer” for Woodcliff Lake residents to support this initiative as the savings would be approximately $1,000 every year to residents.  He supported the Mayor and Council in their endeavor.  
Kevin O’Brien, 227 Pascack Road stated that following the loss in Oradell, what would be the projected cost of legal fees.  Mr. Gagliardi stated that he could not answer that since Oradell went to the Appellate Court and lost.  

River Vale Mayor Joseph Blundo stated that he understands why Woodcliff Lake and Montvale would want to proceed with this initiative.  He stated however, that as Mayor of River Vale, he would fight the dissolution of the PVRHSD.
Mayor LaPaglia commented that there is not ill-will between the four mayors.  This is being looked out from a financial viewpoint.

Tracy Tortora, asked if we can pursue a class action suit.  Mr. Gagliardi stated that a class action suit cannot be pursued as there is a need for commonality of interest.  All alternative must be exhausted first.  

Wendy and Kenneth Zuckerberg stated that they think the education district in Woodcliff Lake is superior to Montvale’s.  Dissolution of the present regional school district may deter future home sales.  

Lisa Yakomin was concerned about the possible administrative loss if the schools were to form a PK-12.  Mr. Gagliardi stated that if this structuring were to take place, there would only be one central administration.  Some positions would be eliminated.  Another concern with this option was that Montvale would have one vote more than Woodcliff Lake on the Board of Education.  

Dr. Alvarez of Fairview Avenue, Woodcliff Lake stated that the he does not think the benefit of dissolution will be worth it in the long run.  
Josephine Higgins, 10 Pond Road asked if Mr. Gagliardi would consider working on a 50% of the savings contingency.  Mr. Gagliardi stated that he does not know of any attorney who would negotiate their fees in an open public forum.  
Given the push from the Governor’s Office to consolidate, in order to get all districts to vote favorably on any initiative, there would have to be savings in all towns.  This could be very difficult.  However, the consultant’s conclude that after the overall analysis of the present organizational structure and viable options from an educational and financial standpoint suggest that Montvale and Woodcliff Lake should pursue dissolution of the Pascack Valley Regional High School District in order to form an all purpose PK-12 regional structure.  However, simultaneous withdrawal offers identical benefits to Montvale and Woodcliff Lake.  
ADJOURNMENT.
Motion to adjourn was made and seconded.  The time is 10:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, 

___________________________

Lori Sciara, RMC

10/29/09
