BOROUGH OF WOODCLIFF LAKE
MAYOR AND COUNCIL SINE DIE AGENDA

January 4, 2010
7:00 p.m.
CALL TO ORDER.

This meeting, in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Law, P. L. l975, C. 23l, was announced at the Reorganization Meeting held on January 5, 2009 in the Municipal Building.   Notice of this meeting has been posted, and two newspapers, The Record and The Ridgewood News, have been notified.  

ROLL CALL.



Mayor LaPaglia was present.  Councilmembers Bader, Camella, Glaser, Hoffman, Howley and Rosenblatt were present on roll call.  Attorney Madaio, Administrator Sandve and Borough Clerk Sciara were also present.  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.
All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance led by Mayor LaPaglia.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES.

RESOLVED, that the Minutes of an executive closed session meeting of the Mayor and Council on December 21, 2009 copies of which have been received by all Councilpersons, are hereby approved but not yet ready for release to the public. (pulled by MLP)
RESOLVED, that the Minutes of a meeting of the Mayor and Council on December 21, 2009 copies of which have been received by all Councilpersons, are hereby approved as presented. 
ROLL CALL:

Introduce:
Mr. Camella

Second:
Mr. Bader

Ayes:

Mr. Bader, Mr. Camella, Mr. Glaser, Mr. Hoffman, Mr. Rosenblatt

Nays:

None

Abstain:
Mrs. Howley

Absent:
None

A moment of silence was observed for Ed Levy, a long-time Woodcliff Lake resident who had recently passed away.  Mr. Levy was the Shade Tree Committee Chair for several years.  

MAYOR’S REPORT

“As we close out 2009 with our Sine Die meeting I look back with mixed emotions on our accomplishment the past year, as well as the challenges that we encountered at all levels of government.  Clearly the macro economics conditions facing our nation and our community were the worse in my memory with unemployment at 10%, declining home prices and little or no income growth in our economy.  While we were successful in holding the municipal tax rate flat for 2009 with 2008, school taxes which make up 66% or our property taxes continue to increase with no relief in sight.  Voters approved the exploration of a new combined K thru 12 regional school district with Montvale as a means to reduce our overall school tax burden in the November general election, and we will follow-up on preliminary meetings with our local school board in early February 2010.

2009 was the slowest year for development applications in my 23 years on the Planning Board.  Significant new tax ratable for 2009 and looking ahead to 2010 are nil.  This will put significant pressure on our 2010 property tax rate which will surely increase given normal salary and wage increases and significant increases of 22% in our state health benefits cost and 20% plus increases in our employee pension contributions for municipal employees.


The Borough has had a record number of commercial ratable tax appeals in 2009; most have resulted in a lower assessed values.  Some are being litigated.  This month we are seeking our third postponement of a town-wide property revaluation ordered by the Bergen County Tax Board in 2008.  Residential real estate values have declined but at a lower percentage rate than commercial ratable.  We will know whether our third town-wide revaluation postponement will be approved later this month.  If our request is not approved we could see a significant shift in our property tax burden to homeowners in 2011.

We were unsuccessful in 2009 in our attempt to get the Federal Aviation Administration to reverse or modify its decision to re-route 600 airplane landings per day over the Pascack Valley into Newark Liberty Airport, though implementation has been delayed for at least two years.  We were also unsuccessful in getting the State of New Jersey to grant a Certificate of Need application by Hackensack University Medical Center to re-open the former Pascack valley Hospital in Westwood.  The denial is now before the courts.  Both of the matters could have significant negative implications for residents of the Pascack Valley.


On a more positive note, we were successful in obtaining an $800,000 Bergen county Open Space grant and another grant for $400,000 in connection with the Hatheway Property and adjacent property next to the tennis courts off Werimus Road.  We expect to close on the acquisition of the Hatheway property later this month and to begin a study of expanding the Old Mill Park Recreation facility later this year.


The Borough began salary and benefit negotiations with the Woodcliff Lake Patrolmen’s Benevolent Association in November on a new police labor contract to become effective January 1, 2010.  Unfortunately, as yet we have not reached a settlement but both sides continue to actively negotiate.  Hopefully, we can reach an acceptable settlement without resorting to mandatory salary arbitration and the creation of ill-will in community. 


The results of our town-wide resident survey conducted this past Fall have been compiled and are very satisfying.  The results will be released this month.


The challenges facing the community in 2010 are serious but we remain confident that we are up to the task and 2010 will be another reasonably good year.”
OLD BUSINESS.

Gregory and Lisa Plechner, 48 Woodland Drive – appeal for tree removal of six (6) heritage trees.
Mr. and Mrs. Plechner were not in attendance.  The Plechner’s were told at the December meeting to return on January 4, 2010 to have their case heard when a representative of the Shade Tree Committee was in attendance.  

Clay Bosch, co-chair of the Shade Tree Committee stated that there is a difference of opinion with the arborists hired by Plechner’s.  The Plechner’s are permitted to remove four (4) trees regardless of the outcome of any hearing.  Unless the Plechner’s object to having trees planted in front of their property on the Borough’s right of way, he would recommend that the Plechner’s replace any trees taken down.  All agreed that Administrator Sandve would speak with the Plechner’s to see if they would be agreeable to have trees planted on the right of way on both corners of their house at their expense.
STANDING COMMITTEES. 
(CAPITALS indicate committee chair).

ADMINISTRATION/FINANCE, PLANNING BOARD, EDUCATION (High School)
Mr. Glaser reported there has been no activity on the Planning Board. Administrator Sandve has begun to compile the results of the town wide survey.  Once the results are complete, they will be given to the Mayor and Council for their review.  
LIBRARY,  FIRE (VOLUNTEER)

Mr. Camella had no report on the Library.

The Fire Department has been very quiet with no major calls to report. The recent wind storm caused minor damage but all was taken card of

PUBLIC SAFETY/POLICE/OEM/TRIBORO
Mr. Bader reported that 2009 was an overall good year for the Building Department, taking in over $375,000.00.  Special thanks to Construction Code Official Nick Saluzzi and his technical assistant Debbie Dakin for their hard work.
BOARD OF HEALTH, MENTAL HEALTH & WELFARE, EDUCATION 

(ELEMENTARY)

Mr. Hoffman reported that the rabies clinic will be held this Saturday from 1:30 – 3:30 p.m.  
PARKS AND RECREATION, PUBLIC INFORMATION, NEWSLETTERS,

ORDINANCES, SENIOR CITIZENS’ PROGRAM


Mrs. Howley gave a few highlights for the year under Park and Recreation

 - an early warning lightning detection system was installed on all fields

 - an online registration system for Park and Recreation was used this year with great success

 - the Woodcliff lake Park Nature Preserve was formed. A Fall Harvest Festival was held


  October.

 -The First Annual National Night Out was held at the Old Mill Pool in August with over          

 3,000 in attendance.

DPW & ROADS/SEWERS & SANITATION/ECOLOGY

Mr. Rosenblatt stated that the DPW did a great job as always year after year.
NEW BUSINESS.
Professional Contracts for 2010
It was the consensus of the Mayor and Council to ask the Borough Professionals to hold their 2010 contract price to the same as last year.  Mayor LaPaglia stated that we can ask, but at some point the Borough will have to face the fact that increases are inevitable. 
PUBLIC FORUM.       
 
          








Motion to open the meeting to the public was made by Mr. Bader, second by Mr. Rosenblatt and approved unanimously by voice call vote.

Josephine Higgins, 10 Pond Road stated that she has asked the Council continuously since August the status of the Costco issue, with no answer from the dais.  Mrs. Higgins acknowledged all the hard work done by Mrs. Howley.  She stated however that she has also done a lot for the Borough.  She was upset at the way the Republican Council has handled this situation. 
Kevin O’Brien, 227 Pascack Road stated that a superior court judge has acted against Woodcliff Lake in the past.  The Borough has been erasing documents from the e-mail server.  Due to this fact, he asked if council members would agree to forensic discovery of their home computers willingly.  Mr. Bader stated that the Council should defer to the Borough Attorney.  

Borough Clerk Sciara explained that all were under the assumption that e-mails were being saved onto the server.  Upon speaking with the MIS provider, it seems that some were being saved onto the server, others were by passing the server when forwarded to a private e-mail.  The Borough has assured all interested parties that all e-mails are now archived on the Borough server.  

Mr. O’Brien asked the status of any train beautification projects.  Mrs. Howley stated that she will be meeting with NJ Transit in February to discuss drainage and beautification issues with them.  
Hearing no further comments from the public, motion to close the meeting to the public was made by Mr. Bader, second by Mr. Hoffman and approved unanimously by voice call vote.
CONSENT AGENDA DISCUSSION.
CONSENT AGENDA VOTE.

Motion to approve Consent Agenda Items 1-3, 5-5 made by Mr. Camella, second by Mr. Glaser.
ROLL CALL:

Introduce:
Mr. Camella

Second:
Mr. Glaser

Ayes:

Mr. Bader, Mr. Camella, Mr. Glaser, Mr. Hoffman,



Mrs. Howle, Mr. Rosenblatt

Nays:

None

Abstain:
None

Absent:
None

Motion to approve Consent Agenda #4, Resolution Authorizing Mayor and Borough Clerk to Execute Developer’s Agreement between Borough of Woodcliff lake and Sprint Spectrum made by Mr. Camella, second by Mrs. Howley.

ROLL CALL:

Introduce:
Mr. Camella

Second:
Mr. Glaser

Ayes:

Mr. Camella, Mr. Glaser, Mr. Hoffman, Mrs. Howley

Nays:

Mr. Bader, Mr. Rosenblatt

Abstain:
None

Absent:
None

ADJOURNMENT.
On a motion made by Mr. Camella, second by Mr. Glaser and approved unanimously by voice call vote, the meeting was adjourned.  The time is 8:03 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted,

_______________________________

Lori Sciara, RMC

Borough Clerk

 Resolution Authorizing Donation of a Used Police Vehicle to Tri-Boro Ambulance Corp.


WHEREAS, the Tri-Boro Ambulance Corp. is in need of a newer vehicle to aid in their day to day to operations of aiding the community; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of Woodcliff Lake is no longer in need of a police vehicle VIN # 2FAHP71W06X1043367.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Woodcliff Lake authorizes the donation of a FORD 2006.

Resolution Authorizing Mayor and Borough Clerk to Execute Developer’s Agreement between Borough of Woodcliff Lake and Sprint Spectrum, L.P. and United Water New Jersey, Inc., 200 Overlook Drive, Block 1201, Lot 6

RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to execute a Developer’s Agreement between the Borough of Woodcliff Lake and Sprint Spectrum, L.P. and United Water New Jersey, Inc. with regard to a site plan of property known as Block 1201, Lot 6 (200 Overlook Drive) on the tax map for the Borough of Woodcliff Lake, Bergen County, New Jersey to construct wireless communications improvements located upon the property as shown on a set of drawings approved by the Zoning Board and more thoroughly described.

Resolution Authorizing a Refund of Overpaid Taxes Caused by Tax Court Judgment Docket No. 010837-2008 for the Year 2008


WHEREAS, the owners of  Block 1207, Lot 3, 6 Hunger Ridge Road, Woodcliff Lake, N.J. has been successful in their appeal to the Tax Court of New Jersey and having agreed upon a settlement adjusting their assessed value as follows:

2009 Assessment from Tax Duplicate

Tax Court Judgment__________

293,300.00
Land



293,300.00    Land

         1,403,600.00
Improvements

         1,031,700.00    Improvements

         1,696,900.00
Total Assessment
         1,325,000.00    Total Assessment


WHEREAS, this has resulted in their overpaying their property tax for the year 2008 in the amount of $7,620.23; and


WHEREAS, they have been awarded this judgment and therefore are entitle to a refund.


NOW, THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the borough of Woodcliff Lake, that the CFO be authorized to refund the overpayment of $7,620.23 for the year 2008 to the owner of record Purritano, Joseph and Mary.

Mail Voucher to:

Purritano, Joseph & Mary

6 Hunter Ridge

Woodcliff Lake, NJ 07677

2009 Budget Transfers for January 4, 2010 Sine Die Meeting

WHEREAS, balances exist in certain 2009 appropriation accounts, and other 2009 

appropriation accounts appear to be insufficient to meet the Borough’s needs;

DEPARTMENT

         ACCT #

          FROM


TO______
Board of Health – Salaries   
          1-27-330-010                 3,000


   Wages

Group Insurance for Employees       1-23-220-020

                                     3,000

Board of Health – Other Expenses   1-27-330-200

2,000

Street Lighting
                      1-31-435-000
            4,000

Solid Waste – Salaries & Wages      1-26-305-010                      


6,000

Streets & Roads –other expenses      1-26-290-020

2,000

Board of Health – salaries/wages      1-27-330-010

2,000

Celebration of Public Events
           1-30-420-020

2,000

Bldg/Grounds – other expenses         1-26-310-020




6,000

Social Security

           1-36-472-000  

2,000

Library – other expenses
           1-29-390-020




2,000









17,000


17,000
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