BOROUGH OF WOODCLIFF LAKE

BOARD OF HEALTH

DECEMBER 16, 2008
REGULAR MEETING 
MUNICIPAL BUILDING
     
The meeting was called to order by President Elaine Metlitz at 7:45 p.m. according to the Open Public Meetings Act.  
ROLL CALL:

Present:
Elaine Metlitz

Dr. Gerhard Haas

Dr. Mary Clark
Dr. Steven Sperber

Janet Levine

John Frey

Christine LaPaglia

Councilwoman, Josephine Higgins

Sanitarian, Linda Quinn
Secretary Cynthia Grundler

Absent:
none
MINUTES:

The Minutes for the November 2008 meeting were reviewed. Minutes for the month of November were approved.
SANITARIAN’S REPORTS:

The Sanitarian’s Report for November was reviewed by the Board. Elaine Metlitz questioned Linda regarding water testing on the Hilton pool, and Linda explained that the Hilton has improved the water quality since hiring an outside company to oversee pool care. Discussion continued regarding the installation of a safer pool drain system to prevent swimmers from being trapped under water if they were to block a drain. This will require the Hilton to shut down their pool for approximately one week. 
Questions were raised regarding Linda checking refuse areas. Linda explained that dumpsters behind stores and restaurants must be inspected to ensure they are not attracting rats. If a violation is found, storekeepers are spoken to and summons issued to the landlords. 
Discussion was raised regarding food managers classes, and Linda explained how by law food service establishments must have at least one worker certified in proper food service procedures. Linda explained it is a very intensive and complicated course, and the girl in Marco Polo, who has failed twice, has been taking the English speaking class, and it is likely the language barrier holding her back. The study books are in Chinese and the test is as well, but the instructor teaches in English. The test can be taken three times. If she doesn’t pass the third time she or someone else will have to retake the class. 
An animal bite report was questioned. In that case, a child was bitten while outside by an unknown animal. In cases of this sort, rabies shots are recommended. Linda again explained that she had spoken with the New Jersey State doctor three weeks earlier and was informed that out of the four dogs that had tested rabid in New Jersey over the last 10-15 years, two of them already had their rabies shots. Like any vaccine, the rabies vaccine is not 100%, so yes, all biting animals are quarantined. The county has a new protocol for any animal bites for animals people own. The county wants the animal to be observed within the first five days of the bite. She explained the various ways rabies is transmitted through saliva, either by bite or saliva contact with an open cut. 

There were no further questions.  There was a motion made and accepted to approve the Sanitarian’s Report for November 2008.

CASH RECEIPTS REPORT:
The cash receipts report for November was reviewed.

NEW BUSINESS:
Topics of discussion included review of safety procedures for the BMW hydrogen tanks, Josephine Higgins clarified that experts have been consulted and will be involved in training police, fire, and EMS workers on proper safety procedures. 

Questions were raised regarding the shift of health services over to Bergen Care Home Health, and it is noted that a proposal has been received from Bergen Care Home Health provide 12 home health clinics for 2009 for a fee not to exceed $1,230.00. Bergen Care Home Health would provide same services as previously provided under HARP. 

Also, there was discussion regarding the services Tyco Animal Control, and it was agreed that specifics would be investigated, as well as arranging a visit from Carol Tyler of Tyco at an upcoming date to be determined.

Elaine Metlitz asked about the results of the rabies clinic, Turnout was good, with approximately 140 animals vaccinated. 200 vaccines had been ordered. The clinic went very smoothly and there was no shortage of supplies. Left over vaccines were returned to the state. 

The coliform levels on the water reports were discussed, and questions raised on the numbers of tests done, as well as the results indicated. Linda noted that she would look into that for clarification.

Elaine Metlitz questioned Josephine Higgins regarding badges being issued to EMS worker so they would be identifiable in order to pick up medications and vaccines in the event of a pandemic. 


Dr. Hass questioned the protocols of issuing flu vaccines as well as pneumonia vaccines. It was explained that flu vaccines are recommended annually, while pneumonia is more often issues once. Hospitals are now offering vaccines for both to anyone hospitalized. While a person requiring hospitalization may not be the best candidate for vaccination at that time, they are viewed as a ‘captive audience’ and it is seen as an opportunity to vaccinate a portion of the population. Hospitals are actually rated on their vaccination rates. 

Dr. Haas asked if the recent visible increase in deer population has resulted in a rise in Lyme disease. Linda confirmed that Park Ridge has reported a 160% jump within a roughly two-year period. It was discussed that this spring’s newsletter should address this rise in Lyme disease and recognizing ticks and symptoms. It was mentioned that the Board of Health Meetings should be put on the new digital bulletin board. It was agreed that the special effects on the buliten board make it difficult to read. This matter has been discussed with Ed Sandve and measures taken to correct the programming responsible.
There was a motion made and accepted, to adjourn the meeting at 8:43 p.m.  The next meeting will be on January 20th , 2009.

Respectfully submitted,
Cynthia Grundler
Board of Health Secretary
Approved by:

Elaine Metlitz

President, Board of Health
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