BOROUGH OF WOODCLIFF LAKE
MAYOR AND COUNCIL MINUTES
February 17, 2010
8:00 p.m.
CALL TO ORDER.

This meeting, in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Law, P. L. l975, C. 23l, was announced at the Reorganization Meeting held on January 4, 2010 in the Municipal Building.   Notice of this meeting has been posted, and two newspapers, The Record and The Ridgewood News, have been notified.  

ROLL CALL.



Mayor LaPaglia would be arriving late due to a scheduled Mayor meeting.  Council President Camella called for the roll.  Council members Bader, Camella, Glaser, Howley and Roseblatt were present.  Mr. Hoffman was absent.  Attorney Madaio, Administrator Sandve and Clerk Sciara were present.  
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.
All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance led by Mr. Rosenblatt.

APPROVAL  OF MNUTES.

RESOLVED, that the Minutes of the Mayor and Council Meeting on February 1, 1010 are approved as presented and ready for release to the public.   
ROLL CALL:
Introduce:
Mr. Glaser
Second:
Mr. Camella

Ayes:

Mr. Bader, Mr. Camella, Mr. Glaser, Mrs. Howley, Mr. Rosenblatt

Nays:

None

Abstain:
None

Absent:
Mr. Hoffman
STANDING COMMITTEES. 
(CAPITALS indicate committee chair).

PLANNING BOARD, EDUCATION (High School)
John Glaser reported that the Planning Board have had a discussion to reconsider the height of residential homes. There is no consensus on how to proceed.  The Planning Board has agreed form a committee to visit that particular part of the ordinance.  
A meeting took place to discuss PVRHSD between council and the school board at the Woodcliff Lake schools.  It was a very interesting meeting.  All had an opportunity to listen to the attorneys for the school board and for the Borough.  Good exchange of questions between the attendees.  
A Resolution was passed by the Mayor and Council to ask the High School Board to put a referendum on the ballot asking the voters to reconsider the funding formula for all four towns.  The Woodcliff Lake Board of Education has passed an identical Resolution.  

ADMINISTRATION/FINANCE
Mr. Camella had no report o the library. 

Mr. Camella stated that he did want to mention about a NJ transit meeting held with Park and Montvale in regard to railroad crossings.  Mr. Camella called NJ Transit to voice his opinion on this issue.  
PUBLIC SAFETY/POLICE/OEM/TRIBORO

Mr. Bader informed the Council that Officer Chad Malloy would be giving a presentation on the town wide notification system called NIXLE.  This is a web based system.  Residents would register to for NIXLE on line for police department or municipal e-mail alerts or both.  The resident will also be able to register for Montvale a-mail alerts also.  This is a free service only available to government entities.  
The first meeting of the Westervelt-Lydecker House Restoration and Use Committee was recently held with Mr. Rosenblatt, Mrs. Howley, Administrator Sandve and Mr. Bader in attendance.  The Borough is still waiting for the judge to sign the final order on the Hatheway House acquisition.  Resident members will be invited to the next meeting. Mr. Rosenblatt stated that the committee is hoping to add another baseball, soccer field, a basketball court, all part of a larger wish list. Walking paths and some type of passive recreation are being considered.  Sports organizations will have a big input in the construction of this facility.   Everyone agrees that it has taken so long to acquire the properties that no one wishes to rush through any projects.  
BOARD OF HEALTH, MENTAL HEALTH & WELFARE, EDUCATION (ELEMENTARY)

Due to the absence of Mr. Hoffman, there was no report given.
PARKS AND RECREATION, PUBLIC INFORMATION, NEWSLETTERS, ORDINANCES, FIRE/VOLUNTEER/FIRE PREVENTION, SENIOR CITIZEN
Mrs. Howley stated that the Parks and Recreation Committee had a meeting on January 2010 and are recommending that the pool and tennis rates remain the same for 2010.
Mrs. Howley reported that she has been contacted by several organizations to request a pool and tennis membership for their annual beef steak auction at OLM on Friday, February 26, 2010.  The Borough has previously donated to this organization.   Motion made by Mr. Camella, second by Mrs. Howley to approve this donation.  Motion to table this request until Mayor LaPaglia showed up to the meeting. 

Mrs. Howley also received a call from Temple Beth Orr for the Borough to donate a pool and tennis membership for their major fundraiser on May 1, 2010.  Mr. Rosenblatt stated that he  received a request from the YJCC for the Borough to donate a pool and tennis membership for their fundraiser.  This would be the 7th request; the Council had previously authorized to give out six pool and tennis membership donations.   Mr. Bader stated that the Council can change the rules.  Mr. Camella stated that it doesn't cost the town much money and may be a great marketing tool.  Mr. Bader suggested that for 2011, all pool and tennis memberships should be donated to only Woodcliff Lake based organizations.  
Mrs. Howley stated that tomorrow 2/18/10 is the Senior Valentine’s Day Party at the 
Tice Senior Center. 
A member of the baseball association stated that the baseball association has watched the fields deteriorate and a number of safety issues not being addressed. One athlete broke his arm, another sprained an ankle, another received several stitches because she tripped over a 50 foot hose, used to get water at Lockwood Field.  The association wants recognition of the issues.  This is not a new list.  It was developed in November of 2008 and has since been updated.  Problems include infields that puddle or don't drain, wrong materials being used for repairs, infields that need to be tilled and rolled.  There are numerous scheduling problems and kids playing on dangerous fields.  The sports association is looking for a better partnership with the town.  They would like to know what is in the budget.  The associations are willing to contribute time and money to ensure the fields are up to their standard.  

Mrs. Howley walked the fields with a representative of the baseball association and Mr. Camella.  Mrs. Howley was under the impression that a lot of the items on the list been done.  Mrs. Howley invited the baseball association members to come to a Park and Recreation meeting.  There was a comment that nothing seems to get done at those meetings.  Mr. Rosenblatt stared that is where they have to start.  

Mr. Camella stated that some items were on his list on 1993-1994.  Mr. Camella suggested that the association members, Mr. Rosenblatt and Mrs. Howley walk the fields with DPW Superintendent Ed Barboni.  Safety items are important to all.  Get these items off the list.

Mr. Rosenblatt suggested that the sports associations submit a four year plan to the Council.  Mr. Rosenblatt stated that he will attend the next association meeting.
Paul Panatino, VP of baseball association reiterated and reemphasized that the facilities are used by baseball and a number of different sports, including girls softball and soccer.  Lockwood Field is used by girls softball. Rinzler Field is also used by girls softball, fields are used by soccer, Middle School uses the facilities as well.  These gentlemen have been here several times before asking for assistance from the Borough.  Mr. Rosenblatt’s suggestion to prioritize their needs is a logical improvement. He stood before the Council the summer his son broke his arm.  The dangerous conditions still exist.  The field and facility are a black eye for all of us. There are rocks and stones behind the dugout.  Mr. Panatino stressed that the sports associations are only too happy to participate in improving the fields.   Safety items need to be fixed immediately.  The fields should not open this year until these safety items are addressed.  Major Field looks like a wonderful complex but upon closer inspection, the retaining wall supporting the hill seems to be rotting from the seams.   All residents should be collectively proud of their facilities.  

Mr. Rosenblatt suggested asking the sponsors of the summer baseball tournament donate a small portion of their profits to fix up the fields.  

Mr. Kevin O’Brien asking the Bergen County Prosecutors office to have inmates help with the clean-up efforts.  

Administrator Sandve reported on the Westervelt-Lydecker House Restoration and Use Committee’s first meeting.  
1.   Administrator Sandve will work on a Request for Proposal for topography survey to send to       engineering firms

2.   Mrs. Howley and Mr. Rosenblatt will be meeting with sports organizations to come up with a revised needs analysis
3.   The next meeting will be for the committee as whole.  This sub- committee will deal primarily with the aesthetic components of the project, i.e., lighting, landscape buffers, parking etc. 
Later in the year, the committee hopes to send out specifications to engineering and design firms. Hopefully this project can begin in the Spring.   A more detailed report will be given to the Council before the next meeting.  
DPW & ROADS/SEWERS & SANITATION/ECOLOGY
Mr. Rosenblatt reported that the DPW did another outstanding job this month with snow removal. 
OLD BUSINESS.

NEW BUSINESS.
Motion to open the meeting to the public was made by Mr. Glaser, second by Mr. Camella and approved unanimously by voice call vote.

John  Letizia, 74 Heritage Court had several comments on the article that appeared in the Pascack Press regarding the hotel accommodations at the League of Municipalities.   Mr. Camella commented that the cost for all attendees this year was approximately $2,660.00.  If each council person attended a JIF seminar, the town receives back $250.00 per person for their attendance.  The net cost to the Borough for all attendees to the League in 2009 was approximately $950.00

Kevin O’Brien 227 Pascack Road, asked in reference to the June 2, 2008 closed session minutes recomemendaton sfor two years that money should be collect by nonbonded employee, same scenerio exist in 2010 ( not included in audit).  

With Mrs. Howley under BCPO, PO under investigaiton he or she would be reassigned.  PC had this discussion the response was no.  Mayor appoints with the consent of the Council.  the council did not want to do anything different.

Nick Letizia, 74 Heritage Court, thanked Mr. Rosenblatt for his quick response to the issue concerning a tree cut in front of his house

Josephine Higgins, 10 Pond Road stated that the Shade Tree Committee has requested the services for an arborist in the 2010 budget.  
Motion to close the meeting to the public was made by Mr. Bader, second by Mr. Hoffman.

Mrs. Howley stated that the Audit Report being bantered around is being cited incorrectly.  

The employees who currently take in Parks and Recreation fees at the counter are non-bonded.  

Mr. Bader reported that the power outages on the hill are being caused by above ground wires being tangled in trees.  This is one of the 10 worst areas in the PSE&G region.  Administrator Sandve stated that if the Board of Public Utilities can identify that there are power outages at this location often, they will make improvements very quickly


Mr. Glaser had additional comments on the cost of the League of Municipalities.  The Borough Clerk and the Administrator need to attend classes in order to receive the proper credits to maintain their licenses for the Borough.  They can attend courses at various locations during the year or they can go to the League and receive more than half of their educational credits while there reducing the number of days they would be away from Borough Hall.  As far as the benefit of attending the League as an elected official it is the only way they can directly interface with representatives of State departments to get latest information.  

Attorney Madaio stated that on the consent agenda tonight is a Resolution to authorize the hiring of a special fact finder attorney for personnel issues at Borough Hall.  There was a miscommunication between Attorney Madaio, Labor Attorney Danser and Administrator Sandve as to how the council members would receive all necessary documents.   Several members of the Council had no knowledge of why an investigation was needed.  Three or four letters which supported the various parties complaints were given to all council members at the dais to read.    Attorney Madaio regrets that the Council did not have this information beforehand.   He felt however that to wait another two weeks would be an enormous mistake. Mr. Rosenblatt called Attorney Madaio earlier in the day to state he was outraged this Resolution was on the consent agenda. To appease Mr. Rosenblatt, some documents were given to council members this evening.  He is questioning the leadership of this government.  The Borough Attorney and the Mayor have an obligation to explain why some council members have not seen the backup for this investigation.  Mr. Rosenblatt found out this was added to the agenda in the late afternoon.  It was not on the agenda received from all council members in their Friday packet.  “It is outrageous” if not all council members were informed said Mr. Rosenblatt.  This council has spent a lot of time discussing a $20.00 expenditure, but is willing to spend thousands of dollars on a special fact finder in fifteen minutes”.   Mr. Rosenblatt asked how could there be so many letters from different attorneys which not all council members have seen.   Attorney Madaio stated that there was some confusion as to who was going to disseminate all the information.  

Mayor LaPaglia stated that he has been buttonholed by at least six employees over the last several days to take action on these matters which he has a record of.  The Mayor is stating that this is a very emergent matter that requires immediate attention.   Mr. Bader stated that we could be having this discussion in closed if the process had not failed.  The council members would have been given time to research and would have been prepared.  Mr. Bader continued that it is unacceptable that the Mayor states he has not seen any of these communications.  “Something is wrong” stated Mr. Bader.  

Mr. Rosenblatt stated that a few borough hall employees have consulted their own attorneys to protect their rights.  Mayor LaPaglia stated that this cannot be discussed in closed session because certain employees have asserted their rights under the personnel exception or RICE notice.  

Mr. Rosenblatt stated that, “it is inappropriate to jam this done our throats in twelve minutes”.  He will not vote for this tonight.  Mayor LaPaglia stated that in the big scheme of things it doesn't matter”.  Right now our hands are tied”, he stated. 

Mrs. Howley stated she is just getting the information right now also.  Mr. Rosenblatt continued that this is the same council who authorized $5,000.00 the last time we found ourselves in the same situation.   Now we are going to authorize more money on employee complaints?”  Attorney Madaio quoted Hyman Roth "this is the life we have chosen".  Mr. Bader commented that the water supply should be changed in Borough Hall. 

Mr. Bader stated that any report from Ms. Katz must be distributed to the council within 24 hours upon receipt.  Mr. Rosenblatt asked where the first report prepared by Mr. Damato is.  Attorney Madaio stated that he has a copy and since the Borough has received two OPRA requests on this report, Paul Kaufman now has a copy.  

Mr. Rosenblatt requested copies of all correspondence from any other attorneys.  By quickly reading the given documents, Mr. Rosenblatt stated that it is a he said/ she said type of thing.  It will be impossible to ascertain any fact finding.  Attorney Madaio disagrees and stated that there are witnesses to certain events and there are support documents to many statements made by employees.   Mr. Rosenblatt continued that one of the letters makes reference to the Bergen County Prosecutor’s Office investigation.  “Who are we to impede their investigation” asked Mr. Rosenblatt. 

Mr. Bader knew nothing about these letters and is insulted and upset over this.   These documents should have been in the Friday packets. Mr. Rosenblatt agrees. 

Mr. Rosenblatt explained to the Mayor the motion previously made about the donation of pool and tennis memberships.  Mayor LaPaglia stated that he has not changed his position that only 
three (3) donations should be given each year.  Motion made to increase the previous Resolution authorizing the donation of  five (5) pool and tennis membership donations to seven (7) was made by Mrs. Howley, second by Mr. Rosenblatt.  Going forward donations will be made to Woodcliff  Lake based organizations only.  
ROLL CALL:

Introduce:
Mrs. Howley

Second:
Mr. Rosenblatt

Ayes:

Mr. Bader, Mr. Camella, Mr. Glaser,
Mrs. Howley, Mr. Rosenblatt

Nays:

None

Abstain:
None

Absent:
Mr. Hoffman
CONSENT AGENDA DISCUSSION.
A RESOLUTION TO RETAIN THE SERVICES OF LORI KATZ, ESQ.,  VERITA  LLC, TO EXAMINE A PERSONNEL ISSUE PURSUANT TO BOROUGH POLICY
(Consent Agenda – 9)
WHEREAS, the Borough has various policies and procedures in place regarding employee conduct and the resolution of workplace conflict and grievance issues; and  

WHEREAS, pursuant to various Borough policies and procedures there are instances when the Borough should appoint a person to perform an objective outside evaluation of issues presented and determine the validity of any employee complaint and to render a report thereon; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough requires the services of an individual to perform such an objective outside evaluation; and 

WHEREAS, Lori Katz, Esq. of VERITA LLC., has been recommended to the Borough as a person experienced with such matters and capable of providing the aforesaid services.

WHEREAS, such services are outside the scope of public bidding and constitute professional services. 

NOW THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Woodcliff Lake as follows:

1. The Borough hereby retains the services of Lori Katz, Esq., as set forth herein.

2. All services shall be conducted at the rate of $235.00 per hour.  There will no charge for travel time.
ROLL CALL:

Introduce:
Mr. Camella

Second:
Mr. Glaser

Ayes:

Mr. Bader, Mr. Camella, Mr. Glaser, 
Mrs. Howley

Nays:

Mr. Rosenblatt

Abstain:
None

Absent:
Mr. Hoffman
CONSENT AGENDA VOTE.

Motion to approve the Consent Agenda, items 1, 2, 5, 6, 7, and 8 made by Mrs. Howley, second by Mr. Glaser. Items #3 and #4 were pulled for clarification.  

ROLL CALL:

Introduce:
Mrs. Howley

Second:
Mr. Glaser

Ayes:

Mr. Bader, Mr. Camella, Mr. Glaser,
Mrs. Howley, Mr. Rosenblatt

Nays:

None

Abstain:
None

Absent:
Mr. Hoffman


ADJOURNMENT.
On a motion made, seconded and approved unanimously by voice call vote, the meeting was adjourned.  The time is 10:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, 

_______________________
Lori Sciara, RMC

Borough Clerk
Payroll.
 





(Consent Agenda – 1)


RESOLVED, that the following Payroll Disbursements made by the 

Treasurer since the last meeting are proper and hereby are ratified and 

approved:



Payroll released 2/12/10

$               205,222.84
CLAIMS AND BILLS.


Authority to Pay Claims.




(Consent Agenda - 2) 

RESOLVED, that the following current claims against the Borough for 

materials and services have been considered and are proper and hereby are  

approved for payment:



Current Fund


$  
208,802.63


State Unemployment


$                   24.66  



Resolution Authorizing Stipulation of Settlement Between  IPC New York Properties, LLC and the Borough of Woodcliff Lake



 

1. Pursuant to Rule 8:3-9, Plaintiff hereby withdraws its 2007 and 2008 appeals for Block 301, Lot 3.02.

2. It is hereby stipulated and agreed that the assessment of the following property be adjusted and judgment be entered as follows:
Block 


301



Docket No. 005134-2007

Lot


3.02



007179-2008





Year:


2009



000116-2009







       
              2010
Street Address:
Tice Boulevard


      Original

County Tax Board 

    Requested Tax



     Assessment
    Judgment
       

   Court Judgment

LAND:   
     $     7,500,000

N/A

         
         $    7,500,000
IMPMNT:
     $     7,250,000  

   
       

         $    6,000,000
TOTAL
    $    14,750,000                                                   
         $  13,500,00

Year:

          2010



      Original

County Tax Board 

    Requested Tax



     Assessment
    Judgment
       

   Court Judgment

LAND:   
     $     7,500,000

N/A

         
         $    7,500,000
IMPMNT:
     $     7,250,000  

   
       

         $    3,500,000
TOTAL
    $    14,750,000                                                   
         $    11,000,00

3. The undersigned have made such examination of the value and proper assessment of the property and have obtained such appraisals, analysis and information with respect to the valuation and assessment of the property as they deem necessary and appropriate for the purpose of enabling them to enter into the stipulation.  The assessor of the taxing district has been consulted by the attorney for the taxing district with respect to this settlement and has concurred.

4. Based upon the foregoing, the undersigned represent to the Court that the above settlement will result in an assessment at the fair assessable value of the property consistent with assessing practices generally applicable in the taxing district as required by law.
5. The parties further agree that any refund will be paid by municipal check, delivered to plaintiff’s attorney, and will not be credited to the taxpayer’s account, unless the taxpayer is delinquent for quarters ending prior to the date of judgment, in which case the municipality may only offset the amount of refund by the amount of delinquent taxes for said past quarters.

6. Interest on refund is waived if refund is made within sixty (60) days from the date of the judgment.

Resolution Authorizing Stipulation of Settlement Between  Gregory and Lisa Plechner  and the Borough of Woodcliff Lake


1. It is hereby stipulated and agreed that the assessment of the following property be adjusted and a judgment be entered as follows.

Block 


1602



Docket No. 002033-2009

Lot


1









Year:


2009





Street Address:
48 Woodland Avenue


      Original

County Tax Board 

    Requested Tax



     Assessment
    Judgment
       

   Court Judgment

LAND:   
     $        256,600

N/A

         
         $      256,600
IMPMNT:
     $        540,800  

   
       

         $      490,800
TOTAL
    $         797,400                                                   
         $      747,400
2. The undersigned have made such examination of the value and proper assessment of the property and have obtained such appraisals, analysis and information with respect to the valuation and assessment of the property as they deem necessary and appropriate for the purpose of enabling them to enter into the Stipulation.  The assessor of the taxing district has been consulted by the attorney for the taxing district with respect to this settlement and has concurred.

3. Based upon the foregoing, the undersigned represent to the Court that the above settlement will result in an assessment at the fair assessable value of the property consistent with assessing practices generally applicable in the taxing district as required by law.

4. Statutory interest, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 54:3-27.2, having been waived by taxpayer, shall not be paid provided the tax refund is paid within 60 days of the date of entry of the Tax Court judgment.

5. It is expressly understood that all refunds, together with any interest which may become due as a result of the judgment to be entered shall be made payable to GREGORY & LISA PLECHNER, and received by Skoloff & Wolfe, P.C. 293 Eisenhower Parkway, Livingston, New Jersey  07039 within 60 days from date of entry judgment.  The interest waiver in paragraph 4 shall be null and void in the event of failure to fully comply with the provisions of this paragraph, both as to the time and manner of making the payment.

6. All provisions of this settlement not contained within the judgment shall survive entry or judgment.

Resolution Authorizing Release of Escrow Balance    

WHEREAS, A request has been made for the release of the escrow balance with respect to the following in the Borough of Woodcliff Lake:

Sophie Zega

20 Bear Brook

Escrow Release

Block 1704, lot 9

$4,457.30

WHEREAS, the Borough Construction Official has confirmed that all is satisfactory and has recommended that the escrow balance be released;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that in accordance with the recommendation of the above, the Mayor and Council does hereby authorize the release of the escrow balance in the amount of $4,457.30  in connection with the aforementioned.

	2009 Budget Reserve Transfers for February 17, 2010 meeting

	
	

	
	
	
	

	DEPARTMENT
	ACCOUNT NUMBER
	FROM
	TO

	
	
	
	

	TELEPHONE
	9-01-31-440-020
	2,000.00
	

	WATER
	9-01-31-445-020
	2,000.00
	

	FUEL OIL
	9-01-31-447-000
	1,000.00
	

	ELECTRICITY
	9-01-31-430-020
	
	5,000.00

	
	
	
	

	GROUP INSURANCE FOR EMPLOYEES
	9-01-23-220-020
	500.00
	 

	LIABILITY INSURANCE
	9-01-23-210-020
	 
	500.00

	
	
	
	

	DPW -  SALARIES AND WAGES
	9-01-26-290-020
	2,000.00
	

	MAINTENANCE OF PARKS - OTHER EXPENSES
	9-01-28-375-020
	2,000.00
	

	PARKS AND RECREATION - SALARIES AND WAGES
	9-01-28-370-010
	2,000.00
	

	CELEBRATION OF PUBLIC EVENTS - OTHER EXPENSES
	9-01-30-420-020
	2,000.00
	

	SEWER - SALARIES AND WAGES
	9-01-31-455-010
	1,000.00
	

	STREET LIGHTING
	       9-01-31-435-000
	 
	9,000.00

	 
	 
	 
	

	 
	 
	14,500.00
	14,500.00
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