BOROUGH OF WOODCLIFF LAKE

MAYOR AND COUNCIL MINUTES
March 2, 2009
8:00 p.m.

CALL TO ORDER.

This meeting, in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Law, P. L. l975, C. 23l, was announced at the Reorganization Meeting held on January 5, 2009 in the Municipal Building.   Notice of this meeting has been posted, and two newspapers, The Record and The Ridgewood News, have been notified.  

ROLL CALL.


Meeting called to order by Mayor LaPaglia. Councilmembers Bader, Camella, Glaser, Hoffman, Howley, and Rosenblatt were present on roll call.  Attorney Madaio, Administrator Sandve, and Borough Clerk Sciara were present.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.

All in attendance recited the Pledge of Allegiance led by Mayor LaPaglia.
APPOINTMENT.

(MAYOR)
I appoint Manjit Kauer as part-time Deputy Municipal Court Administrator (12 hours per week) effective March 3, 2009.

ROLL CALL:

Introduce:
Mr. Camella
Second:
Mr. Bader

Ayes:

Mr. Bader, Mr. Camella, Mr. Glaser, Mr. Hoffman, 



Mrs. Howley, Mr. Rosenblatt

Nays:

None

Abstain:
None

Absent:
None

APPROVAL OF MINUTES.

RESOLVED, that the Minutes of a meeting of the Mayor and Council on February 18, 2009 copies of which have been received by all Councilpersons, are hereby approved as amended.
ROLL CALL:
Introduce:
Mr. Camella
Second:
Mr. Bader

Ayes:

Mr. Bader, Mr. Camella, Mr. Glaser, Mr. Hoffman, 



Mrs. Howley, Mr. Rosenblatt

Nays:

None

Abstain:
None

Absent:
None
ADMINISTRATOR REPORT

2009 Municipal Budget Update

Administrator Sandve reported that the 2009 Municipal Budget is in good shape. Based on where the budget is right now, there is .94% over last year.  Administrator Sandve stated this low increase is due to the diligence of department heads.  If the Borough receives the State aid figures soon, it is possible the Budget can be introduced on March 16, 2009.  
ENGINEER’S REPORT


Tax Map Update
Boswell McClave Engineering has responded to the State’s final comments and submitted the mylar for signature.
Intersection Improvements at Woodcliff Avenue and Werimus
Boswell McClave Engineering attended a meeting with Bergen county regarding this project on February 6, 2009.  The County’s opinion is that based on traffic counts, the County feels this intersection warrants a traffic signal.  Boswell McClave Engineering advised the County that the Borough has a concern about the installation of a traffic signal and requested consideration of channelization based on the recommendations of the Tri-Boro Study.  The County has advised that they would consider allowing the borough to install a 4 ft. wide by 40 ft. long island with two (2) Keep Right Signs on either side.  This would prevent cars from making an arced left had turn onto Woodcliff Avenue.  The county advised that this would be similar to the island in Hillsdale.  Boswell McClave Engineering would like to visit this site with Borough representatives.  

Mr. Sachs presented a rough sketch to the Mayor and Council of what was recommended by the Tri-Borough Study and a rough sketch of what the County is requesting.   

Mayor LaPaglia stated there is no sense discussing this project until an actual sketch of proposals is received and reviewed. The overriding factor of improving this intersection is safety.  This is the second most problematic intersection in the Borough.  

Intersection Improvements at Kinderkamack Road and Prospect Avenue
Boswell McClave Engineering attended a meeting with Bergen County regarding this project on February 6, 2009.  According to the County, this project is more complicated than originally thought.  Mr. Sachs feels there is a need to modify his proposal to reflect these complications.  All intersection approaches would have to be widened, retaining walls installed along Kinderkamack Road, major grading and the possibility of property taking.  Mayor LaPaglia stated again that there is no need to discuss this project until an actual sketch of proposals is received and reviewed.  
Shaw Road Main Improvements Project
This project is substantially complete.  The Contractor has to come back to the job site to infrared the trench in Werimus Road in the Spring of 2009 in order to let the trench settle over the winter.  
Preliminary Assessment Report for 230 Broadway

Boswell McClave Engineering submitted a preliminary report of their findings to satisfy the due diligence period required by the Borough Attorney.
The Borough has received an NJDOT grant for the Improvements to Brookview Drive in the amount of $150,000.00

Intersection Improvements to Chestnut Ridge Road and Saddle River Road.  

This project is scheduled to be bid and constructed in 2009.
MAYOR’S REPORT

Mayor LaPaglia stated that the Borough is facing some very significant challenges in 2009 that will require extraordinary effort on our elected officials and full time employees.  The COAH submission made in November 2008 is deemed complete.  Interested parties have 45 days to identify challenges.  The Borough is under a court order to revaluate all properties in the Borough of Woodcliff Lake.  The last revaluation was done in 2002.  Revaluations are always contentious.  The issues of the Revaluation must be accuracy and fairness.  The revaluation is scheduled to begin on October 1, 2009.  
Another challenge is to investigate a better allocation of the school funding between the sending districts of the Pascack Valley Regional High School District.  Mayor LaPaglia commented that he is sure this issue will meet with opposition from the regional school district and other sending municipalities.  
Physical improvements in the Borough such as intersections at are being investigated for safety and better traffic movement for our residents.  
OLD BUSINESS.
2009 Goals and Objectives
Mr. Glaser redistributed a 2009 Goals and Objective worksheet.  He also distributed an article in The Record about paperless offices and the great work being done by our Borough Clerk,  Lori Sciara.  Mr. Glaser stated that we are a leader in the County with our scanning and preservation of documents.  Lori’ s  work with other towns and her cooperation with the County will provide more software applications to scan larger documents such as building plans.    Mr. Glaser stated, “for Lori to keep up the good work.’ The Mayor asked for a round of applause and agreed with Mr. Glaser’s comments.  
NEW BUSINESS.
Introduction of Ordinance 09-04

“Ordinance 09-05 Chapter 194 Entitled, “Recycling” 
Heretofore introduced, does now pass on first reading, and that said Ordinance be further considered for final passage at a meeting to be held on the 16th day of March, 2009 at 8:00 o’clock P.M., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be reached, at the regular meeting place of the Borough Council, and that at such time and place all persons interested be given an opportunity to be heard concerning said Ordinance, and that the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to publish said Ordinance according to law with a notice of its introduction and passage on first reading and of the time and place when and where said Ordinance be further considered for final passage.

ROLL CALL:
Introduce:
Mr. Rosenblatt

Second:
Mr. Camella

Ayes:

Mr. Bader, Mr. Camella, Mr. Glaser, Mr. Hoffman,


Mrs. Howley, Mr. Rosenblatt

Nays:

None

Abstain:
None

Absent:
None

PUBLIC FORUM.       
 
          








Motion to open the meeting to the public was made by Mr. Bader, second by Mr. Glaser and approved unanimously by voice call vote.  
Josephine Higgins, 10 Pond Road asked for clarification on the bidding process for the Revaluation Services for Borough properties.  Attorney Madaio stated that the request for proposals was advertised on the Borough’s website.  Because revaluation services are a classified as a professional service as per the State, the municipal bidding process is not in play.  Mr. Rosenblatt added that he had received a substantially lower bid from a second company on Friday afternoon.  Mr. Rosenblatt felt however, that the second company had an unfair advantage since the first company’s bid number had been published.  Mr. Rosenblatt asked that both companies and any other possible interested companies be called to seek proposals for the town wide revaluation.  All requests for proposal will be due on March 11, 2009 at 4:00 so that the Mayor and Council, Administrator and Tax Assessor will have ample time to compare the proposals.  
CONSENT AGENDA DISCUSSION.
Mr. Rosenblatt asked that Consent Agenda Item #6 be pulled from the Agenda.  He asked that a Resolution for revaluation services not be placed back on the Agenda until all are in agreement on the vendor.  

Mrs. Howley asked that the following Resolution be placed on the Agenda.  
RESOLUTION TO REQUEST A MINIMUM OF 35 YEARS UNTIL JOSEPH McGOWAN’S NEXT PAROLE DATE


WHEREAS, on April 19, 1973, Joan Angela D’Alessandro, a resident of Hillsdale, Bergen County, then 7 years old, was brutally assaulted and murdered by her neighbor, Joseph McGowan while delivering Girl Scout cookies; and


WHEREAS, Joseph McGowan, a former high school chemistry teacher, is currently incarcerated for the killing of Joan Angela D’Alessandro; and


WHEREAS, Joan McGowan has gone before the Parole Board of East Jersey State Prison many times already.  His release was denied in 1993, 1998, 2002 and 2008 .  The parole hearing found that Joseph McGowan was unwilling to take responsibility for murdering his neighbor; and


WHEREAS, Joseph McGowan has never shown remorse for his crime and has made no substantial progress in addressing the issues that led him to murder Joan Angela D’Alessandro.  Joseph McGowan has demonstrated a substantial risk for recidivism, and has even been characterized as having the personality of a mass murderer; and


WHEREAS, Joan’s family should not be made to relive this horrible crime every few years when there is a parole hearing.  They continue to suffer unnecessarily on Joseph McGowan’s account; and


WHEREAS, in addition to the efforts of Rosemarie D’Alessandro, the Borough of Woodcliff Lake hereby supports the position that Joseph McGowan should not be granted another parole hearing for a minimum of thirty five years.  The rape and murder of an innocent child is a serious crime that demands justice; and the family of Joan Angela D’Alessandro should be given the peace of mind knowing that their child’s murderer will remain behind bars for another thirty five years before he can be eligible for parole.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of Woodcliff lake hereby abides by the conclusion that the next eligible parole date of Joseph McGowan should not be for a minimum of 35 years from now.  Otherwise, this creates a grave injustice to the family of Joan Angela D’Alessandro as well as to society.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution shall be sent to the New Jersey State Assembly, all Bergen County municipalities, the Bergen County Police Chiefs Association, the New Jersey P.B.A, the New Jersey State Senate, the Office of the Bergen County Prosecutor and to Chairman Peter J. Barnes Jr. of the New Jersey State Parole Board.

CONSENT AGENDA VOTE.

Motion to approve the Consent Agenda as amended was made by Mr. Bader, second by Mr. Hoffman and approved unanimously by voice call vote. 
ROLL CALL:

Introduce:
Mr. Bader

Second:
Mr. Hoffman

Ayes:

Mr. Bader, Mr. Camella, Mr. Glaser, Mr. Hoffman,



Mrs. Howley, Mr. Rosenblatt

Nays:

None

Abstain:
None

Absent:
None
Resolution to Authorize Entering into Executive Closed Session 


WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L. 1975, Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and


WHEREAS, the public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist; and


WHEREAS, the Governing Body wishes to discuss:  Personnel Matters; and


WHEREAS, this session is anticipated to last approximately ½ hour; and


WHEREAS, these Minutes will be kept and once the matter involving the confidentiality of the aforementioned no longer requires that confidentiality, then the minutes can be made public.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the public be excluded from this portion of the meeting. 

Mr. Madaio advised the public that no action will be taken by the Council when the meeting is reconvened except to adjourn the meeting. 

ROLL CALL:

Introduce:
Mrs. Howley

Second:
Mr. Camella 

Ayes:

Mr. Bader, Mr. Camella, Mr. Glaser, Mr. Hoffman, Mrs. Howley,



Mr. Rosenblatt

Nays:

None

Abstain:
None

Absent:
None

Motion to reopen the meeting to the public was made by Mr. Bader, second by Mr. Camella and approved unanimously by voice call vote.

Hearing no comments from the public, a motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Bader, second by Mrs. Howley and approved unanimously by voice call vote.  The time 11:15 p.m.  
Respectfully submitted,

_________________________
Lori Sciara, RMC

Borough Clerk

Payroll.
 



(Consent Agenda – 1)


RESOLVED, that the following Payroll Disbursements made by the 

Treasurer since the last meeting are proper and hereby are ratified and 

approved:



Payroll released

 $
168,616.91

CLAIMS AND BILLS.

Authority to Pay Claims.




(Consent Agenda - 2) 

RESOLVED, that the following current claims against the Borough for 

materials and services have been considered and are proper and hereby are  

approved for payment:



Current Fund

$   2,999,786.30


Trust Escrow Fund

$             603.20 

  



Bader         Camella          Glaser         Hoffman           Howley          Rosenblatt       LaPaglia
Tax Reimbursement Certification



(Consent Agenda - 3) 

WHEREAS, the Recycling Enhancement Act, P.L. 2007, Chapter 311 has established a recycling fund from which tonnage grants may be made to municipalities in order to encourage local source separation and recycling programs; and

WHEREAS, there is levied upon the owner or operator of every solid waste facility (with certain exceptions) a recycling tax of $3.00 per ton on all solid waste accepted for disposal or transfer at the solid waste facility.

WHEREAS, whenever a Municipality operates a municipal service system for solid waste collection, or provides for regular solid waste collection service under a contract awarded pursuant to the “Local Public Contracts Law”, the amount of grant monies received by the municipality shall not be less than the annual amount of recycling tax paid by the municipality except that all grant moneys received by the municipality shall be expended only for its recycling program.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Woodcliff Lake hereby certifies a submission of expenditure for taxes pursuant to P.L. 2007, Chapter 311, in 2008 in the amount of $5,621.46 (8-01-32-465-242).  Documentation supporting this submission is available at Borough Hall, 188 Pascack Road, Woodcliff Lake, NJ  and shall be maintained for no less than five years from this date.  

Tonnage Grant Application Resolution.


(Consent Agenda - 4) 


WHEREAS, the Mandatory Source Separation and Recycling Act, P.L. 1987, c.102, has established a recycling fund from which tonnage grant may be made to municipalities in order to encourage local source separation and recycling programs; and


WHEREAS, it is the intent and the spirit of the Mandatory source Separation and Recycling Act to use the tonnage grants to develop new municipal recycling programs and to continue and to expand existing programs; and 


WHEREAS, The New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection is promulgating recycling regulations to implement the Mandatory Source Separation and Recycling Act; and


WHEREAS, the recycling regulations impose on municipalities certain requirements as a condition for applying for tonnage grants, including but not limited to, making and keeping accurate, verifiable records of materials collected and claimed by the municipality; and


WHEREAS, a resolution authorizing this municipality to apply for such tonnage grants for calendar year 2008  will memorialize the commitment of this municipality to recycling and to indicate the assent of the Borough of Woodcliff Lake to the efforts undertaken by the municipality and the requirements contained in the Recycling Act and recycling regulations; and


WHEREAS, such a resolution should designate the individual authorized to ensure the application is properly completed and timely filed.


NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Woodcliff Lake that the Borough of Woodcliff Lake herby endorses the submission of the recycling tonnage grant application to the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection and designates Edward Barboni to ensure that the application is properly filed for the calendar year 2008; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the monies received from the recycling tonnage grant be deposited in a dedicated recycling trust fund to be used solely for the purposes of recycling.
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A REFUND OF OVERPAYMENT OF TAXES








(Consent Agenda – 5)
WHEREAS. The property tax on the following parcel were overpaid by property owners,

WHEREAS, this has resulted in the overpayment of property tax on this parcel by $3267.65 and,

WHEREAS, the owners of the property listed have requested a refund of overpayment,  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE Mayor and Council of the Borough of Woodcliff Lake, that the CFO be authorized to refund the overpayment of $3267.65  to the owner listed below:

B/L

OWNER


AMT.


REASON

102/8
           DIBELLA


$3267.65                        DUPLICATE PAYMENT
PAYMENT MAILED TO:

DIBELLA, MICHAEL & FLORENCE

46 Woodcrest Drive

Woodcliff Lake, NJ 07677

Resolution Authorizing Appraisal Systems to Provide a Complete Revaluation for the Borough of Woodcliff Lake for Tax Year 2010


(Consent Agenda – 6)

WHEREAS, the Borough of Woodcliff Lake has been ordered by the State of NJ to conduct a Revaluation of its properties for the tax year 2010; and


WHEREAS, the Tax Assessor and Finance Committee have met and recommend the Borough proceed with authorizing Appraisal Systems, Inc. of Glen Rock, NJ to begin the revaluation and;


WHEREAS, the Borough has received a Proposal from Appraisal Systems, inc. in the amount of $215,000 and $5,960 for extras (computer and laser printer) for a total of $220,960; and


WHEREAS, the CFO has indicated that there are sufficient funds available for this project.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Woodcliff Lake authorize Appraisal Systems, Inc. to proceed with a complete revaluation program for the Borough as of October 1, 2009 for the 2010 tax year subject to entering into an agreeable contract.

Resolution Authorizing Stipulation of Settlement Between Woodbine St. Associates, c/o Knowledge Learning Center and the Borough of Woodcliff Lake
     

 
WHEREAS, it is hereby stipulated and agreed that the assessment of the following property be adjusted and a judgment be entered as follows

Block 402

1.01





Docket No. 003025-2008










Docket No. 002519-2008
Year:


2007

Street Address:
450 Chestnut Ridge Road


      Original

County Tax Board 

    Requested




     Assessment
    Judgment
       

    Assessment 
LAND:   
     $1,740,000

         N/A

        
 $1,740,000
IMPMNT:
     $   439,500                      N/A
   
             $   439,500 

TOTAL
    $2,179,500                       N/A                                 $2,179,500

Year:


2008





       

  

    Original

County Tax Board 

    Requested




    Assessment
   
 Judgment
       

    Assessment 
LAND:   
     $1,740,000

         N/A

        
 $1,740,000
IMPMNT:
     $   439,500                      N/A
   
             $   439,500 

TOTAL
    $2,179,500                       N/A                                 $2,179,500

2. As a material part of this settlement the parties further agree that the assessment for the 2009 tax year will be reduced to $1,950,000.

3. The parties further agree that either party shall have the right to file a tax appeal for the 2009 tax year to obtain a judgment to implement, enforce and/or confirm the assessment agreed upon herein.  This agreement shall be binding upon any assignees, tenants and successors in interest with regard to the subject property.

4. The undersigned have made such examination of the value and proper assessment of the property and have obtained such appraisals, analysis and information with respect to the valuation and assessment of the property as they deem necessary and appropriate for the purpose of enabling them to enter into the stipulation.  The assessor of the taxing district has been consulted by the attorney for the taxing district with respect to this settlement and has concurred.

5. Based on the foregoing, the undersigned represent to the Court that the above settlement will result in an assessment at the fair assessable value of the property consistent with assessing practices generally applicable in the taxing district as required by law.  

Resolution Authorizing Release of Escrow Balance


WHEREAS, A request has been made for the release of the escrow balances with respect to the following in the Borough of Woodcliff Lake:

HLM GROUP

ESCROW RELEASE

$1,040.80

GADALETA

69 WEST HILL

ESCROW RELEASE

$100.00

WHEREAS, the Borough Construction Official has confirmed that all is satisfactory and has recommended that the escrow balances be released;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that in accordance with the recommendation of the above, the Mayor and Council does hereby authorize the release of the escrow balances in the amount of $1,140.80 in connection with the aforementioned.
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