BOROUGH OF WOODCLIFF LAKE

BOARD OF HEALTH

January 20, 2009
REGULAR MEETING 
MUNICIPAL BUILDING
     
The meeting was called to order by President Elaine Metlitz at 7:45 p.m. according to the Open Public Meetings Act.  
ROLL CALL:

Present:
Elaine Metlitz

Dr. Gerhard Haas

Dr. Mary Clark
Dr. Steven Sperber

Janet Levine

John Frey

Christine LaPaglia

Sanitarian, Linda Quinn
Secretary Cynthia Grundler

Absent:
Councilman Jeffrey Hoffman
NOMINATIONS:

Nomination and Election of 2009 President : Nominated for 2009 President, Elaine Metlitz. Motion seconded and approved.
Nomination and Election of 2009 Vice President : Nominated for 2009 Vice President, Dr, Gerhard Haas seconded and approved. 

Appointment of Board Members whose terms are up for 2009: Dr. Sperber, John Frey and Christine LaPaglia were sworn in by Mayor LaPaglia for three year terms expiring December 31, 2011. 
Appointment of Board Secretary: Cynthia Grundler was appointed as Board of Health Secretary for 2009.

The calendar for the upcoming year was approved.
MINUTES:

The Minutes for the December 2008 meeting were reviewed. Minutes for the month of December were approved.
SANITARIAN’S REPORTS:

The Sanitarian’s Report for December 2008 was reviewed by the Board. Elaine Metlitz questioned Linda regarding the installation of a safer pool drain system to prevent swimmers from being trapped under water if they were to block a drain. Linda explained that at this time there is a back-order on these safety drain covers from the factory. The covers are on order and the Hilton is waiting for them. Linda checked with the state health department, which said legally the pool cannot be shut down due to this back-order. This law is not a state law but a federal law, and the state said not to close the pool due to lack of covers, so long as the covers are on order.
Discussion was raised regarding the food manager at Marco Polo, who will be retaking the food managers class in Chinese.

She had failed twice, has been taking the English speaking class, and it is likely the language barrier holding her back. The study books are in Chinese and the test is as well, but the instructor teaches in English. The test can be taken three times. If she doesn’t pass the third time she or someone else will have to retake the class. No one else in Marco Polo has passed this test, and someone must be certified by March, when certification runs out. Food service establishments must have at least one worker certified in proper food service procedures. Linda stated Marco Polo is very clean and has no violations, and there is no issue of understanding safe food handling procedures, but simply one of certification. 


Dr. Haas asked if there have been any changes in rabies vaccines for dogs, as Linda stated the rabies vaccine is not always effective. Human rabies vaccine is a different vaccine, and that vaccine has been improved over the years. Linda explained that she had spoken with the New Jersey State doctor and was informed that out of the four dogs that had tested rabid in New Jersey over the last 10-15 years, two of them already had their rabies shots. Like any vaccine, the rabies vaccine is not 100%. 

Linda discussed the event occurring on January 1st, 2009, where a dog at 59 Arcadia killed another resident’s dog. The attacking dog, ‘Lola’ Letz, a 3 year old Finnish Spitz (a small Husky-type dog), had gotten out and was running at large, off leash, and attacked a 15 year old Shitzu being walked on leash on the street, snapping its neck. Carol Tyler of Tyco, who took over for the town on January 1st, 2009, has put numerous hours into this case, and intends to declare the attacking dog a Potentially Dangerous Dog, which will involve the town going to court. The Letz dog is currently impounded in a facility in New Windsor, NY, and the owners have been uncooperative. As per Chief Jannicelli, and by order of the Woodcliff Lake Court, the Letz dog will remain impounded until a court decision has been made. The law states if a dog kills another domestic animal, it can be declared a Potentially Dangerous Dog. The only possible exception to the law is if the dog kills the other animal if the other dog is the aggressor. The Letzs are claiming this is the case, though this is highly questionable. Both dogs were licensed and current on vaccinations. If the Letz dog is declared a Potentially Dangerous Dog, by state law annual licensing is set at $750. Further, the dog cannot be outside the home unless leashed and muzzled, and a fully enclosed, roofed, cement floored run must be built to contain the dog. This issue will be ongoing, as various family members of the Letz dog have become involved and statements by all parties involved are conflicting. 

Dr. Haas questioned current water testing standards, voicing hope that there is improvement in testing standards.

There were no further questions.  There was a motion made and accepted to approve the Sanitarian’s Report for December 2008.

CASH RECEIPTS REPORT:
The cash receipts report for December was reviewed. 
NEW BUSINESS:
Topics of discussion included the rabies clinic. The clinic went very smoothly and there was no shortage of supplies. It was agreed that in the future the clinic would be scheduled for a week into January, as there may have been better turnout had many residents not been away for the holidays. Also, while there were less people available to man the clinic, it ran more efficiently with a new system of distributing the tags and inputting the licenses over the following week, as well as paperwork prepared prior to the clinic. There is no charge for the rabies vaccine from the state, and left-over vaccines were returned to the state. 
 

Dr. Haas again discussed the increase in Lyme disease. Linda confirmed that Park Ridge has reported a 160% jump within a roughly two-year period. It was discussed that both the increase in deer population as well as increase in children have both played a part. Discussion was raised of fencing off school properties to keep deer out, though it was agreed this wasn’t a feasible solution. It was decided that this spring’s newsletter should address this rise in Lyme disease and recognizing ticks and symptoms. 
There was a motion made and accepted, to adjourn the meeting at 8:43 p.m.  The next meeting will be on February 17th , 2009.

Respectfully submitted,
Cynthia Grundler
Board of Health Secretary
Approved by:

Elaine Metlitz

President, Board of Health
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