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BOROUGH OF WOODCLIFF LAKE

MAYOR AND COUNCIL MINUTES
April 20, 2011
8:00 p.m.
CALL TO ORDER.

Notice of this meeting, in accordance with the "Open  Public  Meetings  Law, l975,  C. "23l", has been posted and  two newspapers, The Record and  The Ridgewood News, have been notified.

ROLL CALL.

Mayor LaPaglia asked for a Roll Call.  Council members Bader, Baum, Camella, Glaser, Hoffman and Struk were present.  Attorney Madaio and Borough Clerk/Acting Administrator Sciara were also present.  
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.

All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance led by Mayor LaPaglia. 

APPOINTMENT.
(MAYOR)
I, Joseph T. LaPaglia, appoint Christopher Michael Woods, 76 Woodcrest Drive, Woodcliff Lake, NJ to the Woodcliff Lake Junior Volunteer Fire Department.

ROLL CALL:
Introduce:
Mr. Camella

Second:
Mr. Hoffman

Ayes:

Mr. Bader, Mr. Baum, Mr. Glaser, Mr. Struk, Mr. Hoffman, Mr. Camella

Nays:

None

Abstain:
None

Absent:
None
(MAYOR)     I, Joseph T. LaPaglia, appoint Kathleen Corcoran Bagley to the Shade Tree Committee for a term ending December 31, 2011.

(MAYOR)
I, Joseph T. LaPaglia appoint Robert Nathin as Alternate II to the Planning Board of Adjustment for an unexpired term ending December 31, 2011. 



APPROVAL OF MINUTES.

RESOLVED, that the Minutes of the April 4, 2011 Mayor and Council Meeting copies of which have been received by all Councilpersons, are hereby approved as presented.

By the Clerk’s request, these minutes have been pulled for approval at the next Mayor and Council meeting.
PUBLIC HEARING

Ordinance 11-01
A.
Clerk offers Proof of Publication.

B. Ordinance is read by title only

Be it Resolved, that the Ordinance entitled

“Ordinance to Exceed the Municipal budget Appropriation Limits and to Establish a Cap Bank (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14)

C. Motion to open the meeting to the public on this item only was made by Mr. Bader, second by Mr. Camella and approved unanimously by voice call vote.
D.
Adoption.

Be it Resolved, that the Ordinance entitled

 “Ordinance to Exceed the Municipal budget Appropriation Limits and to Establish a Cap Bank (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14)
introduced at a Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council held on March 7, 2011 published in the form presented to and read at this Meeting, shall be appended to the Minutes of this Meeting, and made part of this Resolution and shall be passed on second and final reading, and the Borough Clerk is authorized to advertise the same according to law.

ROLL CALL:

Introduce:
Mr. Camella

Second:
Mr. Glaser

Ayes:

Mr. Bader, Mr. Baum, Mr. Hoffman, Mr. Struk, Mr. Glaser, Mr. Camella

Nays:

None

Abstain:
None

Absent:
None
COUNCIL MEMBER REPORTS

ADMINISTRATION/FINANCE/EDUCATION (HIGH)
/SENIOR CITIZEN’S PROGRAM

Councilman Glaser reported that the budget newsletter has been completed.  Councilman Bader had suggested putting the newsletter on the website, rather than mailing it to residents.  By posting the newsletter on the website, the Borough saved approximately $3,000.00.  
Councilman Glaser reported that the sound and video equipment at the Tice Senior Center has finally gotten all the kinks worked out and is working perfectly.  This equipment can now be used by other groups requesting the use of it.   

DPW & ROADS/SEWERS & SANITATION, ECOLOGY

Councilman Struk reported that most of the Borough roads have not been resurfaced since the mid 1990’s.  Acting Superintendent Dave Antoine submitted a list naming the ten streets in the most need of repair.  Mayor LaPaglia stated that he has just received an estimate from the Borough Engineer on the repaving of Blueberry Drive and Ginny Ct.  Blueberry Drive will cost $300,000 to repave, Ginny Court will cost $50,000.00. 

Councilman Struk met with Dave Antoine in regard to the planting/maintenance project at the tennis courts.  Mr. Antoine has asked the Sheriff’s department to use their inmate program for some of the work.  The Sheriff has replied that our request is being processed; however, there have been many requests of his office due to municipal budget constraints. 

Councilman Struk reported that the DPW will be changing uniform vendors.  The uniforms will be safety colored and employee names will be embroidered on the shirt.  

Councilman Struk stated that he has given his capital requests to the Clerk for inclusion in the Bond Ordinance scheduled to be introduced sometime this month.  


PARKS AND RECREATION/SHADE TREE COMMITTEE
Councilman Hoffman reported that PSE&G are coming through town to trim the trees away from their power lines.  
PUBLIC SAFETY/POLICE/OEM/TRIBORO/ BUILDING & GROUNDS/BUILDING DEPT.

Councilman Bader reported that the Tri-Boro Safety Committee met last night.  The original Northwest Bergen Dispatch agreement calls for an 18 month notification opt out clause.  The 18 months will be in August 2011.  If the Tri-Boro does not inform Northwest Bergen Dispatch of a decision in August, the contract will automatically renew for a three (3) year term with a 5% increase.  The committee recommended that the most cost efficient borough attorney should be given the authorization to renegotiate a new contract with Northwest Bergen Dispatch.  
Councilman Bader continued that the Tri-Boro feel the right choice was made three (3) years ago.  All members feel however, that a new deal can be negotiated with better rates.  
Councilman Hoffman asked what progress the County Dispatch has made.  Councilman Bader stated that the County will probably not be ready until a few years down the road.  

Councilman Bader stated that the construction of the toddler park at the Westervelt-Lydecker property will be complete by July 2011.  There will be a ribbon cutting ceremony to celebrate this event.  
BOARD OF HEALTH/MENTAL HEALTH & WELFARE/EDUCATIO/ELEMENTARY)

PUBLIC INFORMATION, NEWSLETTERS, ORDINANCES, LIBRARY          

Councilman Baum reported that the final edit of the newsletter will be sent to North Jersey News Group for initial draft.  
Councilman Baum had reported that the Board of Health did not meet during March.

Councilman Baum reported that he and Councilman Glaser met to discuss the numerous ordinances that have been waiting to be put on agenda for introduction.  After discussing with the Council, it was agreed that the first ordinances to be introduced will be the ordinances on shed placement, building height and mobile food vendors.  Attorney Madaio stated that he would like all Council comments before the introduction on May 2, 2011.
FIRE-VOLUNTEER/FIRE PREVENTION
Councilman Camella reported that the fire department had their annual dinner on April 8, 2011.  This event was enjoyed by all who attended.  Councilman Camella added that two resolutions will be on next month’s agenda.  One resolution is an agreement between Fort Lee and Woodcliff Lake to enter into an inter-local agreement with the use of Fort Lee’s air bottle system.  The other resolution will be an inter-local agreement with Paramus to repair Woodcliff Lake’s fire trucks.   Paramus has certified fire mechanics on staff.  Presently the department must bring their trucks to Piscataway.  
NEW BUSINESS.

Resolution Authorizing the Waiver of Reading in Full of the 2011 Budget


WHEREAS, N.J.S. 40A:4-8 permits that the Budget as advertised may be read by its title providing that at least one week prior to the date of the hearing a complete copy of the approved budget shall

a) be posted in a public place where public notices are customarily posted, and

b)
is made available to each person requesting the same during said week and during the public hearing, and

WHEREAS, the Borough of Woodcliff Lake has complied with the aforesaid requirements;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Borough is hereby permitted to waive the reading in full, of the Municipal Budget for the year ending December 31, 2011.

ROLL CALL:
Introduce:
Mr. Bader

Second:
Mr. Camella

Ayes:

Mr. Glaser, Mr. Hoffman, Mr. Struk, Mr. Baum, Mr. Camella, Mr. Bader

Nays:

None

Abstain:
None

Absent:
None

Presentation of the 2011 Municipal Budget

Mr. Glaser, Finance Chairman gave a brief PowerPoint presentation the Mayor and Council and members of the Public.  Paul Lerch, Borough Auditor and Harold Laufeld, Chief Financial Officer were also present.  

Mr. Glaser stated that the budget process begins in late November 2010.  Department heads submit their request and the finance committee prepares a preliminary budget for review and recommendation to the Mayor and Council.  The budget introduction took place on March 21, 2011.  The Public Hearing is scheduled for April 20, 2011.  
Aggregate property values decreased by $9,035,000 (.51%) from 2010.  

General budget appropriations including Capital Improvements equals $10,902,745, a    decrease of $27,465 or 0.25% from 2011 final budget appropriations.  The largest increases from 2010 are police salary and wages, retirement payments to police and fire pensions, sewer charges, street and roads – salary and wages, retirement payments to public employee pensions, capital improvement fun, reserve for uncollected taxes and deferred charges. 

$740,000 to be funded with Capital Improvement Fund.  Capital improvement projects include the resurfacing of Glen, Tice Boulevard and other roads, trucks and equipment for the DPW, gear for the Fire Department and miscellaneous equipment for Police Department.  
State Aid remained the same as 2010 at $509,389.
The 2011 Budget as proposed has an increase in the 2011 Municipal Tax Rate of 4.97%.  

A surplus of analysis was given from 2000-2010.  The 2011 Budget will be using 73.19% of surplus which is consistent with the trend of the analysis.  

The Municipal Tax Impact is as follows:  PVRHS Tax Levy (30.04%), Woodcliff Lake BOE Tax Levy (35.67%), Municipal Tax Levy (21.81%) and Bergen County tax Levy, (12.1%).

The Finance Committee for 2011 consisted of :  Mayor LaPaglia, Councilman Camella, Councilman Glaser, former Borough Administrator Ed Sandve, CFO Harold Laufeld III, and Borough Auditor Paul Lerch.  

PUBLIC FORUM ON THE 2011 MUNICIPAL BUDGET         

Motion to open the meeting to the public on the Municipal Budget only was made by Mr. Bader, second by Mr. Hoffman and approved unanimously by voice call vote.

Mr. Quattrone, Woodcliff Lake asked the Mayor and Council how they could justify giving raises to municipal employees when so many people are losing their jobs.  Councilman Glaser explained that there was much discussion on this topic.  Traditionally the non-union employees have received the same raise as the police department.  Councilman Bader stated that this is a tough economy but the Borough has to maintain the level of services it provides to their residents.  A few employees retired or were let go, and they have not been replaced.  
Joseph Langschultz, Woodcliff Lake stated that he thinks the Mayor and Council has done a wonderful job with this year’s budget.  Mr. Langschultz stated that our DPW does a great job.  Councilman Glaser added that the joint court will save the Borough approximately $70,000.  He continued that the Borough is pursuing a grant with Montvale and Park Ridge to look into the possible sharing of services within our police departments.  
Motion to close the meeting to the public was made by Mr. Bader, second by Mr. Hoffman and approved unanimously by voice call vote.  

Councilman Camella asked for a consensus on awarding the fire department the CPI cost of living raise of 1.7% for this year.  The total amount to increase the LOSAP for all qualified firemen will be approximately $980.00.  After discussion, a Resolution Authorizing the LOSAP increase to qualified firemen will be added to tonight’s Consent Agenda.  
Councilman Bader stated that he was under the impression the line item for the purchase of police cars was to be decreased to one car only and the remainder be appropriated to the gas account.  Chief Financial Officer Laufeld stated that this was discussed but it was recommended that no changes be made to the budget prior to the public hearing.  Any transfers can be made into accounts during the end of the year.  

Adoption of the 2011 Municipal Budget.

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Woodcliff Lake, County of Bergen that the 2011 Municipal Budget is hereby adopted and shall constitute an appropriation for the purposes stated of the sum therein set forth as appropriations and authorization of the amount of $ 8,291,071.00 to be raised by taxation for municipal purposes.

ROLL CALL:
Introduce:
Mr. Glaser

Second:
Mr. Camella

Ayes:

Mr. Bader, Mr. Baum, Mr. Hoffman, Mr. Struk, Mr. Camella, Mr. Glaser
Mayor LaPaglia stated that the Borough currently has $200,000 budgeted in its preliminary 2011 Capital Budget for repaving, $100,000 is already earmarked to complete the paving on Glen Road.  The net remainder of funds available to repave other roads in Woodcliff Lake is $100,000.  As stated previously, the Borough has received an estimate to repave Blueberry Drive(from Overlook to Ginny Court at a cost of $300,000.00 and from Ginny Court to the end of Blueberry at a cost of $50,000.  Councilman Bader stressed that the Borough should try to recover some funds from the utility company that ripped up the roads.  Mayor LaPaglia stated that we have the flexibility to increase our capital budget or apply to DOT for 2012 funding.  The Borough has the ability to bond up to $1,000,000.00.  The Council must make a decision by next meeting  Borough Auditor Paul Lerch is preparing an analysis of the Borough’s debt service and will give his recommendation to the Mayor and Council for the next meeting.  The Mayor also reported that the boiler in Borough Hall must be replaced and will cost approximately $20,000.00.  
Councilman Bader suggested that the Finance Committee meet before the next meeting to discuss what should be included in the Capital Improvement Plan for bonding.   

Mayor Lapaglia and Councilman Bader met with Gary Ascolese, County Engineer in regard to the intersection at Chestnut Ridge and Saddle River Roads.  Both feel that this project may be moving in the right direction.  The County has found some additional funding, but not all.  All parties agreed that if the project does move forward that the Borough will take over the maintenance of the water detention system and will pay for any police overtime incurred while redoing the intersection.  Suggestion to close the roadway to all but the few residents who live on Saddle River Road is a consideration.  Councilman Bader stated that if this is done correctly, there will be no police overtime necessary.  
Councilman Camella and Borough Engineer Sachs will be meeting with the homeowner on Werimus Road as to modifications to her driveway.  The County has become very concerned with the sight distances at this location.   The final project on Prospect and Kinderkamack Road is less inclined to move ahead due to cost related issues that County cannot afford at this time.  All agreed that Woodcliff Lake must get the bus pad on Kinderkamack installed so that patrons do not have to stand in the grass.  Councilman Hoffman asked about the monies already spent on engineering specs, designs etc. paid on this project.  Mayor LaPaglia stated that “these monies are sunk”.   All agreed that further discussion is warranted on the Church Road project. 

PUBLIC FORUM         

CONSENT AGENDA DISCUSSION.

None
CONSENT AGENDA VOTE.
Motion to approve the Consent Agenda as amended, adding Items #7, Resolution Authorizing LOSAP increase and Item 38 Resolution Authorizing George Washington Bridge Challenge Determination made by Mr. Bader, second by Mr. Struk.

ROLL CALL:

Introduce:
Mr. Bader

Second:
Mr. Struk

Ayes:

Mr. Baum, Mr. Camlla, Mr. Glaser, Mr. Hoffman, Mr. Struk, Mr. Bader

Nays:

None

Abstain:
None

Absent:
None
ADJOURNMENT.
Motion to adjourn was made by Councilman Bader, second by Councilman Struk and approved unanimously by voice call vote.  The time is 10:22 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, 

____________________

Lori Sciara, RMC.CMC

Borough Clerk/

CLAIMS AND BILLS.

Authority to  Pay Claims.                                                                (Consent Agenda - 1)

       RESOLVED, that the following current claims against the Borough for materials  and  services have been considered and are proper and  hereby   are approved for payment:


Current Fund  
$     187,980.00
 
Payroll

(Consent Agenda-2)


RESOLVED, that the following Payroll Disbursements made by the Treasurer since the last meting are proper and hereby ratified and approved:





Payroll released 
$
$168,612.14


      

Resolution Authorizing a Subdivision Settlement Error Between the Borough of Woodcliff Lake and Barbara Smith Docket No. 00205-2009.       
(Consent Agenda -3)                                                

WHEREAS, this matter has been amicably resolved by and between the parties to this action pertaining to a subdivision settlement error between the Borough of Woodcliff Lake and Barbara Smith; and


WHEREAS, the plaintiff, Borough of Woodcliff Lake improperly subdivided a property for tax purposes belonging to defendant, Barbara Smith, located at 197 Pascack Road, Woodcliff Lake, New Jersey, block 1906, lot 3 (now Lots 3.01 and 3.02) in August 2007; and


WHEREAS, the property was not subdivided until March 30, 2008 pursuant to a Subdivision Deed filed with the Bergen county Clerk’s Office in book 9521, page 272 recorded on April 8, 2008; and

WHEREAS, this Consent Judgment which is to be filed with the court in the ________ for the collection of  all monies due and owing pursuant to plaintiff’s the improper subdivision of 197 Pascack Road, Woodcliff Lake, New Jersey, Block 1906, Lot 3 (now lots 3.01 and 3.02), and;


WHEREAS, the Borough of Woodcliff Lake shall apply a credit to the defendant for an overpayment of taxes in the amount of $8,236.95, and for good cause shown;


It is on this ________day of August 2010, 


ORDERED that Judgment shall be entered in favor of the defendant and against the Borough of Woodcliff Lake in the sum of $8,236.95; and it is 


FURTHER ORDERED that a copy of this Order shall be served on all parties within seven (7) days of the date hereof.

Resolution Authorizing Stipulation of Settlement Between Barry and Merrill Gershberg B. 1504 L. 7






(Consent Agenda -4)
1. It is hereby stipulated and agreed that the assessment of the following listed property be adjusted and a judgment be entered by the Tax Court as depicted as follows

Block 


1504




Docket No. 015771-2010
Lot


7










Year:


2010
Street Address:
22 Arcadia Way
      Original

County Tax Board 

    Requested Tax

2010

     Assessment
    Judgment
       

   Court Judgment

LAND:   
     $     242,500

N/A


         $    242,500
IMPMNT:
     $     227,800                       N/A

   
         $    195,500  

TOTAL
    $    470,300                         N/A                                   $        438,000
2. The undersigned have made such examination of the value and proper assessment of the property and have obtained such appraisals, analyses and information with respect to the valuation and assessment of the property as they deem necessary and appropriate for the purpose of enabling them to enter into the Stipulation.  The assessor of the taxing district has been consulted by the attorney for the taxing district with respect to this settlement and concurred.

3. Based upon the foregoing, the undersigned represent to the court that the above settlement will result in an assessment at the fair assessable value of the property consistent with assessing practices generally applicable in the taxing district as required by law.

4. Statutory interest pursuant to N.J.S.A. 54:3-27.2  , is waived by the taxpayer and should not be paid. 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF NJ TRANSIT APPLICATION

FY 2011 SECTION 5310 VAN - TRIBORO 


(Consent Agenda -5)
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE Mayor and Council of the Borough of Woodcliff Lake that the Borough Administrator be and is hereby authorized to submit a grant application to NJ Transit, FY 2011, Section 5310 Elderly and Persons with Disabilities Capital Assistance Program for a replacement van – Minibus w/front Lift.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said grant application, and grant if awarded, shall be at no cost or match to the Boroughs of Park Ridge, Montvale and Woodcliff Lake.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be provided to the Borough of Montvale and the Borough of Park Ridge.

Resolution Supporting S-54Restricting Changes on Certain County or Municipal Stream Cleaning Activities
(Consent Agenda -6)

WHEREAS, flooding of local streams is a major problem for residents of Low Lying Areas; and


WHEREAS, regular de-snagging and de-silting of our local streams would provide significant relief of flooding problems; and


WHEREAS, the permitting process required before de-snagging and de-silting may be undertaken is extremely onerous; and


WHEREAS, that permitting process is also very costly to the local governments involved; and


WHEREAS, relief from some of the requirements of that permitting process would facilitate de-snagging and de-silting operations being undertaken in a more timely manner.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of Woodcliff Lake hereby urges the legislature to quickly enact, and the Governor to approve, S-54 which would relieve some of these regulatory burdens; and


IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, that a duly authenticated copy of this Resolution be transmitted to Governor Christie, Senate President Sweeney, Assembly Speaker Oliver, Senator Smith, Chairman of Senate Environmental Committee, and Assemblyman McKeon, Chairman of the Assembly Environmental Committee.  

Resolution Authorizing Payments to Qualified 2010 Members of the Woodcliff Lake Fire Department Into Their Losap Accounts
(Consent Agenda -7)

WHEREAS, the Borough Auditor has advised that a certified list of eligible LOSAP volunteer members must be approved by Resolution of the Governing Body; and


WHEREAS, the lists of members meeting their LOSAP requirements for the year 2010 has been submitted to the Deputy Treasurer by the Captain of the Woodcliff Lake Volunteer Fire Department.


NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Woodcliff Lake to certify the following list of eligible LOSAP volunteer members and authorize payments including the 1.70% CPI Adjustment allowed by the State of New Jersey into their LOSAP Accounts:

Tim Ennis   
Rob Kuehlke     
     Frank Meredith

Ed Barboni

Kevin McGovern
James Kuehlke
     John Stalb


Dan Schuster

Holly Campbell
Christian Mautz
     Dominic Baratta

George L. Fusco

Zach Joseph
Nick McGavin
     Joseph Franzetti

Jeff Schuster

Dan Disco
Herb Kuehlke
     Michael Tillson

Jim Drobinske

Richard Sparke
Kevin Woods

     David Linko

Rob Stahl

Ruth Beckman
Joal Alves
 
     Michelle Macali

Raphael Maurrasse

George Lucia, Jr.
Jared Shapiro

     Alex Kaplan
   
Anthony Dellaquila

Resolution Authorizing George Washington Bridge Challenge Determination



(Consent Agenda -8)

WHEREAS, the American Cancer Society is asking authorization for its participating cyclists 24th annual George Washington Bridge Challenge to ride through the Borough of Woodcliff Lake; and


WHEREAS, over 100 cyclists will be traveling through Woodcliff Lake over a short period of time in the early morning.


NOW, THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Woodcliff Lake approves this worthwhile cause and their ride through Woodcliff Lake on June 12, 2011.  

