BOROUGH OF WOODCLIFF LAKE

BOARD OF HEALTH

NOVEMBER 18, 2008
REGULAR MEETING 
MUNICIPAL BUILDING
     
The meeting was called to order by President Elaine Metlitz at 7:45 p.m. according to the Open Public Meetings Act.  
ROLL CALL:

Present:
Elaine Metlitz

Dr. Mary Clark
Dr. Steven Sperber

Janet Levine

John Frey

Christine LaPaglia

Sanitarian, Linda Quinn
Secretary Fariba Negahban
Secretary Cynthia Grundler

Absent:
Dr. Gerhard Haas

Councilwoman, Josephine Higgins

MINUTES:

The Minutes for the October 2008 meeting were reviewed.  There was a motion made and accepted to approve the Minutes for the month of October 2008.
SANITARIAN’S REPORTS:

The Sanitarian’s Report for October was reviewed by the Board. Elaine Metlitz asked about the quarantine of dogs even if a rabies shot is on record. Linda explained that any animal bite gets quarantined, even if they have their rabies. Linda had spoken with the New Jersey State doctor three weeks earlier and was informed that out of the four dogs that had tested rabid in New Jersey over the last 10-15 years, two of them already had their rabies shots. Like any vaccine, the rabies vaccine is not 100%, so yes, all biting animals are quarantined. The county has a new protocol for any animal bites for animals people own. The county wants the animal to be observed within the first five days of the bite. Linda must go, visit with the owner, verify that that is the animal that did the bite, observe health, get any rabies information and licensing information, and explain the quarantine procedure to the owner. Linda stated there have been cases where the owner stated that the dog ran away, so now their own child has to go for rabies shots. So now the County wants the animal observed twice, though this only applies to animals that are family pets, not wild animals such as groundhogs, raccoons and the like. In Linda’s report, the people would not give information on what animal bit their daughter. In this case the child, a three year old girl, went to the hospital. All the parents would explain was the girl was bit by a dog. The nurse wrote in her report that the father was uncooperative, he would not give information on who owned the animal or anything about the dog. Valley Hospital called the police to give them the report, as required by law. The police get the report and contact the parents, who would not give the information. Linda put in calls to the nurse and to the parents who never called back. Linda called again and the mother stated “My husband has already discussed this, we’re not giving any information.” Linda explained that the child would have to receive rabies shots. She spoke with her supervisor who said give them a summons for withholding this information. By this time it was reaching the end of the quarantine period, and the biting dog was yet to be identified or observed. A summons was issued and explained, and later that day the owner gave the information for the dog, explaining they didn’t want the owner to get in trouble. Linda explained the owner would not get in trouble, it was just state protocol. The dog was observed and released from quarantine two days later, as the quarantine period was almost over. This was the first time Linda encountered a situation of this sort in over thirteen years. 

Next Elaine asked about an incident on the 21st of October where a resident dropped off an insect in a jar. Linda explained that the resident was concerned the insect might have been a tick; she’d found a similar bug on her daughter. Linda observed the insect, which was large, and determined it was not a tick, though protocol is to send it down to the Rutgers Cooperative for verified identification. It was confirmed that it was definitely not a tick but some kind of beetle, and the resident was notified.

Elaine then asked what was going on with Hilton’s pool. Linda replied that it is actually much better; they’ve hired an outside company. The overpowering smell of chlorine is no longer present. Linda believes Hilton has finally begun ‘shocking’ the pool weekly, which kills the chloromine that produces that odor. Hilton hasn’t had the high bacteria counts since they were taken to court for the problems there. They’ve hired two new people and Linda met with the manager who really seems to want to fix things there. 


Elaine questioned the award of the ‘Gold Star’, which requires there are no issues for a year, and pertains just to the kitchen, not the pool or any other issues. The status of the nursing home and the rehab center were discussed, and Linda stated they have had no issues; they have had satisfactories. The status of the Hilton was questioned, and Linda replied that their ‘conditional’ was more than a year ago. 


The entry on October 28th, where a ‘squirrel infestation’ is listed, was discussed. A resident called several times, complaining her property was infested with squirrels, and they were trying to get in her home. She stated that last year the DPW came and poisoned the squirrels. Linda explained that the town doesn’t poison wildlife, and even if they did, there would be nothing stopping other squirrels from coming onto the property. The resident was adamant that the DPW did indeed poison the squirrels, so Linda spoke with Ed Barboni, who was familiar with the resident in question, but confirmed no squirrels were ever poisoned. The resident was told if she felt it necessary she could get an outside pest control service, though Linda explained that still wouldn’t eliminate the wild squirrel population. 

Linda spoke regarding the refrigerators at the schools, stating she did go back and inspect them and found they were operating properly and the temperatures were fine.

Questions were raised regarding Linda’s involvement with the hydrogen tanks. Linda stated she had spoken regarding that matter with Environmental and also with Nick Saluzzi, who is the building inspector on the project. Nick stated he really didn’t know how big it was going to be, but it was going to be a moveable one, and BMW is using it for their own cars. Linda spoke with Tony DiCandia, the director of the Environmental Division, and he said by law they do not have to register it with the county. When Nick gets the actual plans on it the county would want a copy so they know what is there in the event of an emergency. Beyond that, they don’t inspect or monitor it. Issues of emergency personnel training were brought up, though these issues had been previously discussed at planning and zoning meetings prior to approval. The safety of hydrogen gas storage was discussed. Previously Josephine Higgins stated that emergency personnel would be trained for emergency situations. Linda stated she will follow up with Nick.

There were no further questions.  There was a motion made and accepted to approve the Sanitarian’s Report for October 2008.

CASH RECEIPTS REPORT:
The cash receipts report for October was reviewed, which showed zero receipts.   

NEW BUSINESS:

Elaine Metlitz questioned the charges for HARP as well as the services provided. The Board also discussed the Adult Health Clinic and possibly renewing the contract with Harp as opposed to Bergen Care Home Health for 2009.  The secretary is to contact Harp and find out about their availability as compared to County Services. 

Fariba also discussed the increase in cost from County animal control versus the cost of Tyco, which Linda has dealt with in other towns and felt provided a better service at less cost. 
Fariba brought up the matter of appointments, and Elaine Metlitz stated that she agreed with the appointments made at the Mayor and Council meeting. 

Elaine Metlitz spoke with Linda regarding the breakdown of her hours, as well as coverage during her upcoming maternity leave. 
There was a motion made and accepted, to adjourn the meeting at 8:15 p.m.  The next meeting will be on November 18th , 2008.

Respectfully submitted,

Cynthia Grundler
Board of Health Secretary
Approved by:

Elaine Metlitz

President, Board of Health
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