BOROUGH OF WOODCLIFF LAKE
PLANNING BOARD

MAY 11, 2009

MINUTES
Call to order:

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. at the Borough Hall by the Chairman.

Adequate Notice Statement:

The Chairman announced that the Meeting, in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Law, P.L. 1975, Chapter 231, was announced at the Reorganization Meeting held on January 12, 2009 in the Municipal Building.  Notice of this meeting was posted and two newspapers, The Record and The Ridgewood News, were notified.  Notice was also provided, in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Law, of the Planning Board’s intention to conduct formal business at this Meeting.

The public is advised of the Planning Board’s rule that the meetings will be concluded by 11:00 p.m.
Flag Salute

Roll Call:

George Fry, Chairman



Present
Robert McDonough, Vice Chairman


Present
Kenneth Glemby




Present
John Glaser





Present
Frederick Singer




Present
Mayor LaPaglia




Present
Willford Morrison




Present
Al Dattoli





Present
Robert Boffa





Present
Joseph Langschultz




Present (7:40)
Peter Michelis





Present

Paul Kaufman, Esq.




Not Requested
Elliot Sachs, Engineer




Not Requested
Donna Holmqvist, Planner



Present
John Pavlovich, Traffic Engineer


Not Requested

Kathy Rizza, Secretary



Present

Also in attendance:  Councilman Camella and Councilwoman Howley.  Zoning Board members as follows: Chairwoman Hembree, Mrs. Effron, Mrs. Heinemann, Mr. Cassell, and Mr. Castrillion.

Hackensack RiverKeeper Presentation on Category One Waterways:

Captain Bill Sheehan made an introductory statement.  He is the Hackensack RiverKeeper and he runs the non profit public interest organization whose goal it is to protect, preserve and restore the Hackensack Watershed.  Nick Vos-Wein, also from the office of the RiverKeeper discussed the New Jersey Waterway Concerns and Statutes, and Michael Bennett of Hatch Mott McDonald discussed the locations in and around Woodcliff Lake affected by the New Jersey Waterway Statutes.  Various handouts were available for audience members, which consisted of, in addition to the Planning Board, members of the Council and the Zoning Board of Adjustment.

---

After a short break the meeting resumed.  Planning Board attendance was taken again with no change.

Mayor LaPaglia informed all present that he received word earlier today that the Borough of Woodcliff Lake had been given a Triple A credit rating from Standard and Poor.  This is the first time in the history of Woodcliff Lake that a Triple A rating has been achieved and we are now one of only a handful of towns to get this highest rating.

Mayor LaPaglia also spoke regarding the Land Use Symposium that he recently attended along with Nick Saluzzi, Construction Code Official, and Willford Morrison of the Planning Board.  Mr. Joseph Burgis, of Burgis Associates was a speaker at this seminar and he expressed the importance of informing Planning and Zoning Boards of all previous/present COAH rules.

COAH Update:
Donna Holmgvist of Burgis Associates was present to give the Board an update on COAH.   The Woodcliff Lake Housing Plan has been submitted.  The time period to allow for public comments has ended.  We have received three (3) formal objections.  They are as follows:   

1.  BMW – This relates to the development fee issue.  

2.  Fair Share Housing Center (non-profit organization) -   This relates to the growth share estimate.  (They believe it should be higher).
3.  Mr. and Mrs. Mayo of Highview Avenue.  This relates to having their property included in the Housing Plan.  Donna Holmqvist stated that we just received this one last week, so we have until May 20 to respond.  

After all responses have been received by COAH mediation can begin.  The Woodcliff Lake governing body has appointed a mediation team to meet with COAH and the objectors. All three (3) objectors will have their own mediation teams.  The Borough of Woodcliff Lake believes that our obligation is only five (5), not one hundred and fifty four (154) as COAH believes.
As a result of the earlier Hackensack Waterway Presentation a discussion was held regarding properties that could be within 300’ of a Category One waterway in the Borough and the issues that could result, that the homeowners of these properties may not be aware of.  This is something that should be known if the homeowner plans property modifications or to sell their home. Mr. Glemby stated that informing a buyer of these issues is not part of real estate policy at this time, but he will be writing a letter to the Multiple Listing Service to ask that it become part of homeowner diligence.  Ms. Holmqvist stated that a map could be put on the Borough website to show Category One waterways and buffer zones.  Chairman Fry feels that it should be up to the Attorneys   to alert the various parties of the Category One Waterway concerns when there is a real estate transaction.  He also thinks that Nick Saluzzi should be made aware of this information, if he isn’t already.    Mr. Glaser will talk to Mr. Saluzzi in the Building Department.  Mr. Singer feels this matter has legal obligations and also that the Borough Engineer should be aware of these concerns.  Mr. Dattoli stated that the Borough needs a clear map for this purpose.


The meeting was opened to the public on a motion from Mr. Singer, seconded by Mr. McDonough, and carried by all.

Councilman Paul Camella suggested adding this item to the checklist that is given to the Planning Board applicants.  The checklist will ask if the applicant is within a Category 1 Buffer Zone.
The meeting was closed to the public on a motion from Mr. Morrison, seconded by Mr. McDonough, and carried by all.

Minutes:
The minutes of April 13, 2009 were approved on a motion from Mr. Morrison, seconded by Mr. Boffa, and carried by all.

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Mr. Boffa, seconded by Mr. Morrison, and carried.

Respectfully Submitted,

Kathleen S. Rizza,

Secretary
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