BOROUGH OF WOODCLIFF LAKE
MAYOR AND COUNCIL AGENDA

February 17, 2010
8:00 p.m.
CALL TO ORDER.

This meeting, in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Law, P. L. l975, C. 23l, was announced at the Reorganization Meeting held on January 4, 2010 in the Municipal Building.   Notice of this meeting has been posted, and two newspapers, The Record and The Ridgewood News, have been notified.  

ROLL CALL.




Mayor LaPaglia


Councilman Bader


Councilman Camella


Councilman Glaser


Councilman Hoffman


Councilwoman Howley


Councilman Rosenblatt

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.
APPROVAL
 OF MINUTES.

RESOLVED, that the Minutes of the Mayor and Council Meeting on February 1, 1010 are approved as presented and ready for release to the public.   
Bader          Camella            Glaser         Hoffman        Howley      Rosenblatt
LaPaglia

STANDING COMMITTEES. 
(CAPITALS indicate committee chair).

John Glaser


PLANNING BOARD





EDUCATION (High School)




Administration/Finance




Public Information, Newsletters, Ordinances





Library




Senior Citizen’s Program

Paul Camella


ADMINISTRATION/FINANCE




FIRE (VOLUNTEER)










DPW & Roads/Sewers & Sanitation, Ecology

Jeffrey Bader


PUBLIC SAFETY/POLICE/OEM/TRIBORO





BUILDING & Grounds/Building Dept.
Jeffrey Hoffman

BOARD OF HEALTH, MENTAL HEALTH & WELFARE




EDUCATION (ELEMENTARY)





Parks and Recreation


Joanne Howley

PARKS AND RECREATION





PUBLIC INFORMATION, NEWSLETTERS,





 ORDINANCES




FIRE/VOLUNTEER/FIRE PREVENTION




Education (elementary)





Senior Citizen’ Program
Robert Rosenblatt

DPW & ROADS/SEWERS & SANITATION/ECOLOGY




Parks & Recreation





Public Safety/Police/OEM/TriBoro





Education (elementary)

OLD BUSINESS.

NEW BUSINESS.
PUBLIC FORUM.   
 Open to Public                 
  
  Close to Public         

          

  
Bader      Camella


Bader       Camella

             Glaser     Hoffman

             Glaser     Hoffman

           Howley      Rosenblatt
                        Howley    Rosenblatt      


         La Paglia


       La Paglia        

CONSENT AGENDA DISCUSSION.
CONSENT AGENDA VOTE.

ADJOURNMENT.
                                             CONSENT AGENDA – February 17, 2010
1. Payroll, page 5 
2. Authority to Pay Claims, page 5
3. Resolution Authorizing Stipulation of Settlement Between Wachovia Bank, N.A. and the Borough of Woodcliff Lake, page 5, 6
4. Resolution in Opposition to Senate Bill S-458, page 6, 7
5. Resolution Authorizing Stipulation of Settlement Between  IPC New York Properties, LLC and the Borough of Woodcliff Lake, page 7, 8
6. Resolution Authorizing Stipulation of Settlement Between Gregory and Lisa Plechner and the Borough of Woodcliff Lake, page 9
7. Resolution Authorizing Release of Escrow Balance, page 10
8. 2009 Budget Reserve Transfers for February 17, 2010, page 10


RESOLVED, that the Consent Agenda is approved as presented.

Bader         Camella          Glaser         Hoffman             Howley             Rosenblatt       LaPaglia

Payroll.
 





(Consent Agenda – 1)


RESOLVED, that the following Payroll Disbursements made by the 

Treasurer since the last meeting are proper and hereby are ratified and 

approved:



Payroll released 2/12/10

$               205,222.84
Bader         Camella          Glaser         Hoffman             Howley             Rosenblatt       LaPaglia

CLAIMS AND BILLS.


Authority to Pay Claims.




(Consent Agenda - 2) 

RESOLVED, that the following current claims against the Borough for 

materials and services have been considered and are proper and hereby are  

approved for payment:



Current Fund


$  
208,802.63


State Unemployment


$                   24.66  



Bader         Camella          Glaser         Hoffman             Howley             Rosenblatt       LaPaglia

Resolution Authorizing Stipulation of Settlement Between Wachovia Bank, N.A. and the Borough of Woodcliff Lake



 (Consent Agenda - 8) 

 
WHEREAS, it is hereby stipulated and agreed that the assessment of the following listed property be adjusted and a judgment be entered by the Tax Court as depicted as follows

Block 


301.01



Docket No. 004087-2008

Lot


3.02



Docket No. 01274-2009





Year:


2008

Street Address:
485 Chestnut Ridge Road


      Original

County Tax Board 

    Requested Tax



     Assessment
    Judgment
       

   Court Judgment

LAND:   
     $     1,440,000

NONE


         $    
IMPMNT:
     $        485,800                     Direct

   
         $    
TOTAL
    $      1,925,800                    Appeal                                  $  1,525,800

Year:


2009, 2010

Street Address:
485 Chestnut Ridge Road


      Original

County Tax Board 

    Requested Tax



     Assessment
    Judgment
       

   Court Judgment

LAND:   
     $     1,440,000

NONE


         $    
IMPMNT:
     $        485,800                     Direct

   
         $    
TOTAL
    $      1,925,800                    Appeal                                  $  1,225,800

2. The undersigned have made such examination of the value and proper assessment of the property and have obtained such appraisals, analyses and information with respect to the valuation and assessment of the property as they deem necessary and appropriate for the purpose of enabling them to enter into the Stipulation.  The assessor of the taxing district has been consulted by the attorney for the taxing district with respect to this settlement and concurred.

3. Based upon the foregoing, the undersigned represent to the court that the above settlement will result in an assessment at the fair assessable value of the property consistent with assessing practices generally applicable in the taxing district as required by law.

4. Plaintiff hereby waves prejudgment interest pursuant to N.J.S.A. 54:3-27.2 provided the tax refund is paid within sixty (6) days of the date of entry of the Tax Court Judgment. 
Bader         Camella          Glaser         Hoffman             Howley           Rosenblatt       LaPaglia
Resolution in Opposition to Senate Bill S-458


(Consent Agenda – 4)

WHEREAS, Senate Bill S-458, if signed into law, would remove the municipality’s responsibility for assessing real property within the corporate bounds; and
WHEREAS, Senate Bill S-458; if signed into law, would remove the municipality’s responsibility for collecting property taxes within the corporate bounds; and 

WHEREAS, some municipalities within the County will inherit additional costs shifted to them from other municipalities within the same county particularly when costs pertain to the defense of the tax appeals; and

WHEREAS, if signed into law, the bill deprive the municipality’s of efficient and diligent control of property taxes and expenditures, which, as has proven time and again, is best left to municipal government officials; and

WHEREAS, a municipality is a corporate body organized to provide local government services designed to most effectively and efficiently serve the residents of that jurisdiction; and

WHEREAS, there exists no empirical data or factual studies showing a transfer of the assessing and collection functions to a county authority will in any way reduce the taxes for the municipality or the county; and
WHEREAS, a basic tenet of American political philosophy is that local governments have the inherent right to exercise authority to provide local services to its constituents and adopt ordinances and regulations for the good of the general public; and

WHEREAS, in New Jersey, municipalities are dubbed creatures of the State with the State exercising its supremacy in granting both implied and express powers to local government while at the same time reserving unto itself the indispensable right to legislate mandates to be implemented by counties and municipalities; and
WHEREAS, local taxpayers will be at a loss of service they are accustomed to that they would typically receive from the tax assessment and tax collection offices; and

WHEREAS, other municipal departments and the business community will be a t loss of services they are accustomed to receiving from the assessor’s and collector’s office.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Woodcliff Lake that:

1. They hereby adopt the facts and determinations as set forth in the preamble of this Resolution as if the same were more fully set forth herein at length.

2. They hereby memorialize their vigorous opposition to the pending legislation known as S-458 and the inherent additional costs and dilution of services associated with it.

3. The Municipal Clerk shall forward a copy of this Resolution to Governor Chris Christie, Senator Gerry Cardinale, Assemblymembers Vandervalk and Schroeder, the Tax Collectors and Treasurer’s Association of New Jersey (TCTANJ), the New Jersey Association of County Boards (NCACTB) and Association of Municipal Assessors of New Jersey (AMANJ). 
Bader         Camella          Glaser         Hoffman             Howley           Rosenblatt       LaPaglia
Resolution Authorizing Stipulation of Settlement Between  IPC New York Properties, LLC and the Borough of Woodcliff Lake



 (Consent Agenda - 5) 

1. Pursuant to Rule 8:3-9, Plaintiff hereby withdraws its 2007 and 2008 appeals for Block 301, Lot 3.02.

2. It is hereby stipulated and agreed that the assessment of the following property be adjusted and judgment be entered as follows:
Block 


301



Docket No. 005134-2007

Lot


3.02



007179-2008





Year:


2009



000116-2009







       
              2010
Street Address:
123 Tice Boulevard


      Original

County Tax Board 

    Requested Tax



     Assessment
    Judgment
       

   Court Judgment

LAND:   
     $     7,500,000

N/A

         
         $    7,500,000
IMPMNT:
     $     7,250,000  

   
       

         $    6,000,000
TOTAL
    $    14,750,000                                                   
         $  13,500,00

Year:

          2010



      Original

County Tax Board 

    Requested Tax



     Assessment
    Judgment
       

   Court Judgment

LAND:   
     $     7,500,000

N/A

         
         $    7,500,000
IMPMNT:
     $     7,250,000  

   
       

         $    3,500,000
TOTAL
    $    14,750,000                                                   
         $    11,000,00

3. The undersigned have made such examination of the value and proper assessment of the property and have obtained such appraisals, analysis and information with respect to the valuation and assessment of the property as they deem necessary and appropriate for the purpose of enabling them to enter into the stipulation.  The assessor of the taxing district has been consulted by the attorney for the taxing district with respect to this settlement and has concurred.

4. Based upon the foregoing, the undersigned represent to the Court that the above settlement will result in an assessment at the fair assessable value of the property consistent with assessing practices generally applicable in the taxing district as required by law.
5. The parties further agree that any refund will be paid by municipal check, delivered to plaintiff’s attorney, and will not be credited to the taxpayer’s account, unless the taxpayer is delinquent for quarters ending prior to the date of judgment, in which case the municipality may only offset the amount of refund by the amount of delinquent taxes for said past quarters.

6. Interest on refund is waived if refund is made within sixty (60) days from the date of the judgment.

Bader         Camella          Glaser         Hoffman             Howley           Rosenblatt       LaPaglia
Resolution Authorizing Stipulation of Settlement Between  Gregory and Lisa Plechner  and the Borough of Woodcliff Lake

(Consent Agenda – 6)
1. It is hereby stipulated and agreed that the assessment of the following property be adjusted and a judgment be entered as follows.

Block 


1602



Docket No. 002033-2009

Lot


1









Year:


2009





Street Address:
123 Tice Boulevard


      Original

County Tax Board 

    Requested Tax



     Assessment
    Judgment
       

   Court Judgment

LAND:   
     $        256,600

N/A

         
         $      256,600
IMPMNT:
     $        540,800  

   
       

         $      490,800
TOTAL
    $         797,400                                                   
         $      747,400
2. The undersigned have made such examination of the value and proper assessment of the property and have obtained such appraisals, analysis and information with respect to the valuation and assessment of the property as they deem necessary and appropriate for the purpose of enabling them to enter into the Stipulation.  The assessor of the taxing district has been consulted by the attorney for the taxing district with respect to this settlement and has concurred.

3. Based upon the foregoing, the undersigned represent to the Court that the above settlement will result in an assessment at the fair assessable value of the property consistent with assessing practices generally applicable in the taxing district as required by law.

4. Statutory interest, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 54:3-27.2, having been waived by taxpayer, shall not be paid provided the tax refund is paid within 60 days of the date of entry of the Tax Court judgment.

5. It is expressly understood that all refunds, together with any interest which may become due as a result of the judgment to be entered shall be made payable to GREGORY & LISA PLECHNER, and received by Skoloff & Wolfe, P.C. 293 Eisenhower Parkway, Livingston, New Jersey  07039 within 60 days from date of entry judgment.  The interest waiver in paragraph 4 shall be null and void in the event of failure to fully comply with the provisions of this paragraph, both as to the time and manner of making the payment.

6. All provisions of this settlement not contained within the judgment shall survive entry or judgment.

Bader         Camella          Glaser         Hoffman             Howley           Rosenblatt       LaPaglia
Resolution Authorizing Release of Escrow Balance    (Consent Agenda – 7)

WHEREAS, A request has been made for the release of the escrow balance with respect to the following in the Borough of Woodcliff Lake:

Sophie Zega

20 Bear Brook

Escrow Release

Block 1704, lot 9

$4,457.30

WHEREAS, the Borough Construction Official has confirmed that all is satisfactory and has recommended that the escrow balance be released;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that in accordance with the recommendation of the above, the Mayor and Council does hereby authorize the release of the escrow balance in the amount of $4,457.30  in connection with the aforementioned.

Bader         Camella          Glaser         Hoffman             Howley           Rosenblatt       LaPaglia
	2009 Budget Reserve Transfers for February 17, 2010 meeting
(Consent Agenda – 8)

	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	DEPARTMENT
	ACCOUNT NUMBER
	FROM
	TO

	
	
	
	

	TELEPHONE
	9-01-31-440-020
	2,000.00
	

	WATER
	9-01-31-445-020
	2,000.00
	

	FUEL OIL
	9-01-31-447-000
	1,000.00
	

	ELECTRICITY
	9-01-31-430-020
	
	5,000.00

	
	
	
	

	GROUP INSURANCE FOR EMPLOYEES
	9-01-23-220-020
	500.00
	 

	LIABILITY INSURANCE
	9-01-23-210-020
	 
	500.00

	
	
	
	

	DPW -  SALARIES AND WAGES
	9-01-26-290-020
	2,000.00
	

	MAINTENANCE OF PARKS - OTHER EXPENSES
	9-01-28-375-020
	2,000.00
	

	PARKS AND RECREATION - SALARIES AND WAGES
	9-01-28-370-010
	2,000.00
	

	CELEBRATION OF PUBLIC EVENTS - OTHER EXPENSES
	9-01-30-420-020
	2,000.00
	

	SEWER - SALARIES AND WAGES
	9-01-31-455-010
	1,000.00
	

	STREET LIGHTING
	       9-01-31-435-000
	 
	9,000.00

	 
	 
	 
	

	 
	 
	14,500.00
	14,500.00

	 
	 
	 
	 


Bader         Camella          Glaser         Hoffman             Howley           Rosenblatt       LaPaglia
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